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PREFACE 

This volume contains in substance the 
articles published in "The Club Woman" 
under the head of Parliamentary Usage. 
The author's aim in their preparation was 
to explain the generally accepted rules for 
the conduct of meetings, that they might 
be easily imderstood by those who have not 
given the subject much attention. They 
have been carefully revised for publication 
in book form. If they seem very elemen- 
tary to some, it is hoped they will benefit a 
still larger number who need assistance in 
^conducting even simple meetings. 

These articles were written especially to 
meet the needs of club women. The illus- 
tration of certain forms is given by a rep- 
resentation of a supposed meeting of a 
woman's club, anjd the model constitution 
and by-laws are framed as for a woman's 
club; but the book is not on that account 
designed exclusively for organizations of 
women, as the principles of parliamentary 
law therein elucidated apply as a matter of 
course to all deliberative assemblies. 

EMMA A. FOX. 

Detroit, Michigan, 

April, 1902. 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION 

Since this book was first published, twelve 
years ago, it has served acceptably the uses 
of many organizations, national, state, and 
local. In its revised form it is designed to 
meet the needs of their constantly increasing 
numbers. 

With this purpose in mind, new material 
has been added, including a classification of 
motions and a parliamentary drill; explana- 
tions have been amplified wherever clarity 
was to be gained thereby, and many ques- 
tions frequently arising in regard to parlia- 
mentary usage have been answered. 

More than twice as much space has been 
given to forms and minutes (Chapters IX 
and X) as in the former edition. These 
models of a large and various number of 
motions and reports are incorporated for the 
use of those for w;hom oral instruction in 
parliamentary usage is not available. 

It is hoped that this book, in its more 
complete and comprehensive form, will be 
useful alike to students, teachers, and readers. 

EMMA A. FOX. 
Detroit, Michigan, 

October 1914. 
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PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 

FOR 

WOMEN'S CLUBS 



THE NECESSITY OF RULES 

Bassanio— 

And I beseech you, 
Wrest once the law to your authority; 
To do a great right, do a little wrong. 

Portia— 

It must not be. • • • 
HTwill be recorded for a precedent. 
And n)any^ an error by the same example 
Will rush into the state. 

Merchant of Venice, Act IV., Scene x. 

Rules of Procedure in the conduct of 
meetings are as necessary as are the rules 
of grammar in speaking and writing. One 
who knows no difference between "I did'' 
and "I done/' between ''for you and me" 
and "for you and I," will not be conscious 
of transgressing any rules of syntax when 
using incorrect expressions, or be subjected 
to any pain when he hears them used by 
others. And for the same reason, namely, 
a lack of the knowledge of something bet- 
ter, many societies are most complacently 
holding meetings without a knowledge of 
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parliamentary rules. It is nevertheless 
true that an illiterate person recognizes the 
charm of speech of one who is educated, 
and equally true that a person wholly ig- 
norant of parUamentary rules recognizes the 
advantages of such rules when he sees them 
intelligently used. 

In tiiese days of numerous organizations 
it should be considered as inexcusable to 
belong to any society holding regular meet- 
ings and remain ignorant of parliamentary 
law as to join in golf, tennis, or whist and 
not familiarize one's self with the rules of 
the game. 

Parliamentary law for the meetings of 
our various organizations is in some re- 
spects what civil law is for the commimity. 
It prevents the majority from exercising 
undue control over the minority. When 
understood by the majority it prevents the 
rule of a minority. A society in which it 
is observed is democratic; a society in 
which it is ignored may be ruled by a single 
member, or by a few members, but prob- 
ably not by the majority. 

Parliamentary Rules the Result of Ex- 
perience. — The rules now accepted as com- 
mon parliamentary law have not been 
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adopted in any arbitrary manner, but are 
rather the result of the accumulated ex- 
perience of deliberative assemblies during 
the past four or five centuries. They have 
been accepted because, in the language of 
Thomas Jefferson, they have been found to 
best subserve "accuracy in business, econ- 
omy of time, order, uniformity, and im- 
partiality." These rules are based upon 
certain fixed principles, and are always in 
accord with good common sense. Let not 
the amateur parUamentarian, however, 
flatter himself that the good sense which he 
perhaps possesses will serve him in place 
of a thorough and technical knowledge of 
the science of parliamentary law. It is not 
only necessary to know parliamentary law, 
but the principles on which it is based, in 
order to correctly decide questions which 
are likely to arise at any meeting. 

Principles of Parliamentary Law. — All 
parliamentary rules will be foimd to em- 
body the following principles: 

1. Justice to all. 

2. Courtesy to all. 

3. One thing at a time. 

4. The rule of the majority. 

5. The rights of the minority. 
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Authority for Special Rules. — Common 
parliamentary law is equally binding on all 
assemblies, but in addition special rules are 
often desirable. To know the extent of 
authority which any organization has in the 
making of rules, an xmderstanding of the 
different kinds of assemblies, as well as of 
the power which the individual organiza- 
tion has in adopting rules for its own gov- 
ernment, is indispensable. 

Different Kinds of Assemblies. — Some 
assemblies such as the U. S. Congress and 
tte legislatures of the several states are 
made compulsory by law; others are au- 
thorized but are not compulsory, while 
others are voluntary. 

Assemblies which are made compulsory 
by law, or which have been incorporated 
by authorization of law, must conform to 
all statutory requirements, but may adopt 
rules for their government which do not con- 
flict with a higher authority. 

Each house of the U. S. Congress is at 
liberty to ** determine the rules of its own 
proceedings," but may not adopt a rule 
making less than a majority of lis member- 
ship a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness or any other rule which would conflict 



TEE NECESSITY OF RULES s 

with the provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Unincorporated societies are not thus 
restricted and have great freedom in the 
adoption of rules. This may at first seem 
an advantage, but there is a corresponding 
disadvantage in that the members of an 
imincorporated society lack the protection 
from the usurpation of power which is 
afforded by the necessity of conforming to 
regulations which even a majority can not 
set aside. 

How to Become Incorporated. — A volun- 
tary society may become incorporated by 
adopting articles of association in compli- 
ance with the conditions of a state law 
which makes provision for the incorpora- 
tion of such a society. The Secretary of 
State of any state upon request will prob- 
ably give information as to the statute or 
statutes under which incorporation of a 
society organized for a particular purpose 
is possible. In some states a blank form 
containing the printed statute on which 
articles of incorporation may be written 
and acknowledged will be furnished by 
that officer. The process of becoming in- 
corporated is very simple, but as it is im- 
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portant that articles of incorporation be 
correctly drawn, the services of a lawyer 
may be required. 

Articles of association may be changed 
and by-laws may be adopted or amended 
only in the manner provided by the state 
law. Anything done in conflict with stat- 
utory requirement is null and void. 

By becoming incorporated, an organiza- 
tion gains, among other advantages, the 
power to acquire and convey real property, 
and the ability to bring legal action in the 
name of the society. 

Every member of an incorporated society 
should be familiar with the incorporating 
statute, and for this reason it is desirable to 
have the statute printed in pamphlet form, 
together with the articles of association and 
by-laws. 

The constitution of an unincorporated 
society corresponds to the incorporating 
statute and the articles of association of an 
incorporated society. 

Constitution and By-laws. — A society 
not intending to incorporate should, for the 
sake of stability, adopt a constitution and 
by-laws as early as practicable after organ- 
ization has been agreed upon. 
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The advantage of having both constitu- 
tion and by-laws is that of having only 
what is fundamental in the constitution and 
of putting into the by-laws those details 
which may be changed without affecting 
the general character or work of the society. 
The constitution should be made more 
difficult to amend than the by-laws. So- 
cieties must not expect to frame constitu- 
tion and by-laws which will serve a number 
of years without change. It is impossible 
at time of organization to know just what 
will be needed, and amendments may be 
made later as riper judgment may dictate, 
and as change of conditions may require. 

The power of local societies which are 
auxiliary to a central organization to make 
and adopt constitution and by-laws for 
their own government depends upon the 
character of the organization. 

The central organization may have been 
organized first, and each member of a local 
society may of necessity have first become 
a member of the central body. Such is the 
character of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and 
of most fraternal organizations. The cen- 
tral body therefore provides for the organ- 
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ization of auxiliaries and stipulates ox 
what conditions they may be formed, and 
may place limitations on their powers. 

Other state and national organizations 
are formed in quite a different way. Local 
societies are first formed, and by mutual 
agreement are banded together into a 
union, league, or federation. Such is the 
character of the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs. The central body of such 
organizations has no power over the auxil- 
iary societies, but may decide what socie- 
ties are eligible to membership and the 
manner in which they may be admitted. 

The scores, yes, hundreds, of national 
societies in existence at the present time 
are founded on one or the other of these 
two general plans. 

Questions as to the rights of the individ- 
ual members in a local society, and as 
to the power of the society itself, very fre- 
quently arise. These are often of such a 
character that they can be answered only 
by taking into consideration the constitu- 
tion and by-laws of the local society, the 
relationship of the local society to the or- 
ganization to which it is auxiliary, and the 
constitution and by-laws, articles of asso- 



THE NECESSITY OF RULES 9 

dation, or charter of the central organiza- 
tion. 

The following constitution and fcy-laws 
are recommended to unincorporated clubs, 
not as being ideal, but as a model or foun- 
dation which may be adapted to the re- 
quirements of many organizations. 

CONSTITUTION 
Article I. Name. 

The name of this association shall be 
The Lotus Club. 

Article II. Object. 

The object of this club shall be united 
effort toward peace, charity, equity, and a 
higher civilization. 

Article III. Membership. 

Section i. Membership in this club shall 
be of three classes, active, associate, and 
honorary. 

Sec. 2. A candidate for active or asso- 
ciate membership must sign the following 
form of application: 

"I desire to become an active (or asso- 
ciate, as the case may be) member of The 



12 PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 

Sec. 3. A majority of all votes cast shall 
be necessary to constitute an election. 

Sec. 4. No member shall hold the same 
office for more than two consecutive terms. 

Sec. 5. Vacancies in office may be filled 
by the remaining members of the Board of 
Directors voting thereon by ballot. 

Article V. Meetings. 

Section i. The annual meeting shall be 
held the third Thursday in January of each 
year. 

Sec. 2. Regular meetings shall be held 
from the first week of October to the first 
week of May, inclusive. 

Sec. 3. Special meetings may be called 
by the president or by any three members. 
The call for the special meeting must state 
the business to be transacted and no busi' 
ness shall be transacted, except that stated 
in the call. 

Article VI. Quorum. 

Section i. One third of the active mem- 
bership of the club shall constitute a quo- 
rum at any regular or annual meeting, but 
at no time shall the lack of a quorum at a 
regular meeting prevent those present from 
proceeding with the program of the day. 
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Sec. 2. A majority of the membership 
of the club shall be necessary for a quorum 
at a special meeting. 

Article VII. Amendments. " 

Section i. This constitution may be 
amended at any annual meeting by a two- 
thirds vote of all active members present, 
the proposed amendments having been sub- 
mitted in writing, and read to the club at a 
regular meeting at least four weeks before 
being voted upon. 

Sec. 2. Amendments may also be made 
at any annual meeting without previous 
notice by the unanimous vote of all mem- 
bers present. 

Sec. 3. By-laws and standing rules may 
be adopted, amended, or repealed at any 
regular or annual meeting by a two-thirds 
vote. 

BY-LAWS 

Article I. Dues. 

Section i. The annual dues of active 
members shall be one dollar, and those of 
associate members two dollars, payable 
January first. 

Sec. 2. Members failing to pay dues 
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before the first of March shall be at once 
notified by the secretary, and those not pay- 
ing before the first of November shall for- 
feit all rights to membership and their 
names be taken from the roll. 

Sec. 3. Dues for the current fiscal year 
must accompany all applications for mem- 
bership. 

Article 11. Duties of OflEicers. 

Section i. The regular term of office of 
all officers shall commence at the adjourn- 
ment of the annual meeting at which they 
are elected. 

Sec. 2. The duties of officers shall be 
such as are implied by their respective titles, 
and such as are specified in these by-laws. 

Sec. 3. The president shall appoint all 
standing committees, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Board of Directors, and be ex 
officio a member of the same without the 
right to vote. 

Sec. 4. The recording secretary shall 
receive and present all applications for 
membership; keep an accurate classified 
list of the membership of the club, with the 
address of each member; receive all money 
due the club and pay the same to the treas- 
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urer, giving or taking a receipt for each sum 
transferred; notify delinquent members as 
required in Article I, section 2, of these by- 
laws, and on the first day of November of 
each year take from the roll of members the 
names of all whose dues have not been 
paid. 

Sec. 5. The corresponding secretary 
shall notify applicants for membership of 
their election or rejection; also notify all 
officers of their election and committees of 
their appointment, and in general conduct 
the correspondence of the club. 

Sec. 6. The treasurer shall pay bills 
only upon warrants signed by the president 
and secretary; keep an itemized account 
of all receipts and disbursements, and pre- 
sent a written report at each meeting of the 
Board of Directors and to the club at the 
first meeting in each month of the transac- 
tions of the preceding month. The book in 
which the record of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the year has been kept, together 
with the warrants and vouchers, also the 
annual report of the treasurer, shall be sub- 
mitted to the auditor at least one week be- 
fore the annual meeting. 

Sec. 7. The auditor shall examine the 
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books of the treasurer, also the annual 
report of the treasurer. 

Sec. 8. The custodian shall have charge 
of all properties of the club, except such as 
are in actual use, subject to the direction of 
the club. 

Sec. 9. The recording secretary, cor- 
responding secretary, treasurer, auditor, 
and custodian shall each make a written 
report at the annual meeting. 

Sec. 10. All oflScers upon retiring from 
oflSice shall deliver to the president all 
money, accounts, record books, papers, or 
other property belonging to the club. 

Article. III. Committees. 

Section i. There shall be three standing 
committees, consisting of three members 
each: Membership, Program, and House. 

Sec. 2. The Membership Committee 
shall investigate the qualifications of appli- 
cants for membership and report their rec- 
ommendations to the Board of Directors. 

Sec. 3. The Program Committee shall 
have no responsibility for the program un- 
til the first of October following their 
appointment. At the first meeting of 
April, the committee shall recommend sub- 



TBE NECESSITY OF RULES 17 

jects of study, and when approved by the 
club shall prepare a calendar for the liter- 
ary work of the year, and complete all nec- 
essary arrangements for carrying out the 
same. 

Sec. 4. The House Committee shall rec- 
ommend a place of meeting, and shall have 
general charge of the room or rooms agreed 
upon, and the club furnishings of the same. 

Article IV. Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors shall have power 
to transact the general business of the club 
subject to the approval of the club; to fill 
vacancies in office, and to act upon all ap- 
plications for membership in the club. 

Article V. Meetings. 

Section i. Regular meetings of the club 
shall be held on Thursday at three in the 
afternoon. 

Sec. 2. The order of exercises shall be: 

1. Call to order. 

2. Reading of the minutes. 

3. Special order. 

4: Communications from the president. 

5. Report of corresponding secretary. 

6. Report of treasurer. 
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7. Report of board of directors. 

8. Reports of standing committees. 

a. Membership. 

b. Program. 

c. House. 

9. Reports of special committees. 

10. Unfinished business. 

11. Miscellaneous business. 

12. Program for the day. 

13. Adjournment. 

Sec. 3. The order of exercises for the 
annual meeting shall be: 

1. Call to order. 

2. Reading of minutes. 

3. Annual reports of officers. 

a. Recording secretary. 

b. Corresponding secretary. 

c. Treasurer. 

d. Auditor. 

e. Custodian. 

4. Address of president. 

5. Miscellaneous business. 

6. Election of officers. 

7. Adjournment. 

Sec. 4. The Board of Directors shall 
meet at the call of the president or of any 
three members of the board. 

Sec. 5. Standing committees shall meel 
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at the call of their respective chairmen or 
of any two members of the committee. 

Article VI. Plan of Work. 

The general subject of study and plan of 
work shall be decided by vote of the club. 

Article VII. Fiscal Year. 

The fiscal year shall be the calendar year. 

Article VIII. Parliamentary Authority. 

The rules of parliamentary practice com- 
prised in by shall govern the 

proceedings of this club, subject to the 
special rules which have been or may be 
adopted. 



II 

ORDER OF EXERCISES 

** Order is Heaven's first law." — Pope. 

The Object of an Order of Exercises is to 

provide a place for every variety of business 
that is Ukely to require attention and to in- 
sure the consideration of each subject at its 
proper time to the exclusion of everything 
else. 

The Call to Order may be a matter of 
form, and is accomplished by the presi- 
dent's striking the table with the gavel, and 
saying, '*The meeting will please come to 
order." This marks the time when the 
transaction of business is legally begun, and 
the secretary begins to make a record of 
the proceedings. 

A quorum must be present before any 
business, even the reading and approval of 
the minutes, can be legally transacted. If 
it is desirable to keep a record of the names 
of those in attendance, the number present 
as well as their names may be ascertained 

20 
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by having the secretacry call the roll. This 
consumes considerable time in societies 
having a large attendance. If the record 
of attendance is not desired, or if some other 
means of securing it has been devised, the 
presence or absence of a quonmi may be 
determined by coimting. 

The Minutes of the last preceding reg- 
ular meeting, and of any meetings which 
have been held since, should then be read 
by the recording secretary. The minutes 
of one meeting should be approved before 
those of the next meeting are read. 

Special Order. — It is often the case that 
some item of business is of such importance 
that every member of the organization 
should have an opportunity of being 
present when it is acted upon. For con- 
venience, such business may, upon motion^ 
be made a special order for some subse- 
quent meeting, and in such case when the 
head Special Order is reached, the president 
should announce the business for consider- 
ation. 

Commtmications from the President. — 
Under this head the presiding officer, who 
is not at liberty to make or discuss a mo- 
tion, may present to the assembly his ideas 
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or wishes. The communication should be 
written and should be read by the president 
standing, but without surrendering his 
place as a presiding officer. It sometimes 
happens that the president has exceeded 
his rightful powers since the last previous 
meeting, and has taken action for the so- 
ciety in some real or fancied emergency. 
He may report his action in the communica- 
tion, giving reasons therefor. 

Reports of Officers. — The corresponding 
secretary, or if there is no corresponding 
secretary then the recording secretary, 
should read all communications addressed 
to the society, excepting those from the 
president, whether from members of the 
organization, or from societies or indi- 
viduals outside the organization. Each 
communication should be acted upon be- 
fore another is read. The action taken 
will naturally vary with the character of 
the commimication. Some may be dis- 
posed of by a motion to place on file; some 
will require action upon the subject matter 
of the communication; a letter of with- 
drawal from membership, or resignation 
from office may be disposed of by a motion 
^0 accept the withdrawal of the member, 
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or the resignation of the officer. Communi- 
cations which can not be quickly acted 
upon by the society should be referred to a 
committee, or laid upon the table, to give 
time for deHberation without taking the 
time of the meeting. 

The Report of the Treasurer is generally 
a statement of receipts and disbursements, 
and should be disposed of by a motion that 
it be accepted and placed on file, or that 
it be accepted and entered in the minutes, 
or that it be referred to an auditor or an 
auditing committee. 

The report is presumably correct, but 
the members do not pass upon its accuracy 
by accepting the statement presented. No 
society can judge of the accuracy of a treas- 
urer's report, containing several items, by 
simply hearing it read. 

Reports of Committees. — After the re- 
ports of all officers have been heard, the 
president annoimces the next order of 
business, and calls on the standing com- 
mittees to report in the order named. 

Each of the standing committees may 
have more than one report, but each report 
should be disposed of before another is 
read. 
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Reports of special committees are re- 
ceived and acted upon in the same manner 
as those of standing committees. 

Unfinished Business. — Under the head 
of "Unfinished Business," motions which 
were cut off by adjournment, or by the ex- 
piration of time allotted to business, or 
motions the consideration of which has 
been postponed imtil this meeting, may be 
again considered. 

It is the duty of the presiding officer, 
without asking for imfinished business, to 
announce that a certain motion, repeating 
it, is now before the assembly. 

Miscellaneous Business gives a place for 
the introduction and transaction of any 
business which has not been provided for 
up to this time. 

The literary program may be led by some 
person not the president of the society, if 
the society so desires. 

Adjournment. — When the prescribed 
hour for adjournment arrives, or when the 
order of exercises is completed, the presi- 
dent may announce that the meeting 
stands adjourned, or a motion to adjourn 
may be made and voted upon. 

Order of Exercises at an Annual Meet- 
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ing. — The order of exercises at an annual 
meeting is necessarily somewhat different 
from that of a regular meeting. 

At a regular meeting the most desirable 
place for any communication which the 
president desires to make seems to be 
immediately after the approval of the 
minutes and before the reports of the other 
officers, but at the annual meeting, when 
the president usually makes a formal ad- 
dress, the place of honor seems to be after 
the reports of all the other officers have 
been heard. 

At the annual meeting of a society which 
holds meetings at intervals through the 
year the minutes of the preceding regular 
meeting may be read and approved. 
When the annual meeting is on the day of 
the regular meeting, this seems a very 
consistent and satisfactory way of doing. 
Some societies on the day of the annual 
meeting approve minutes and receive the 
reports of officers for the period of time 
since the last reports were presented, and 
then proceed with the business of the an- 
nual meeting. 

The accounts of the treasurer for the year 
should be audited before the annual report 
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IS presented and there should be a sufficient 
interval of time between the close of the 
fiscal year and the date of the annual meet- 
ing to make this possible. If the accounts 
have not been audited, the motion to refer 
to an auditor or to an auditing committee 
should be made before the annual report is 
accepted. 

Societies which hold conventions once a 
year or biennially generally have a pro- 
gram prepared for each convention which 
when adopted becomes the Order of Exer- 
cises. 
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 

"Here comes the neighboring justice, pleased to guide 
His little club, and in the chair preside." 

— CSABBE. 

The Presiding Officer of an organization 
is called a speaker, a moderator, a president, 
a regent, or a chairman, according to estab- 
lished custom in that particular kind of an 
organization. He holds the position not 
only of the highest honor, but of the greatest 
responsibility. The success and the orderly 
conduct of its meetings depend in a greater 
measure upon him than upon any other 
member. 

In this country he is always addressed by 
the title belonging to the oflSice, as Mr. Pres- 
ident, Mr. Chairman, and never by his 
name, but whatever his official title he 
always speaks of himself as "the chair." 

This may seem very awkward to one who 
is not familiar with the custom, but if a 
presiding officer says "I" in alluding to 
anything done while in the chair, he betrays 

27 
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a lack of knowledge of the rudiments of par- 
liamentary practice. He may speak of him- 
self as "your president" when mentioning 
something done outside of a meeting in an 
official capacity, but decisions and opinions 
rendered while presiding are always those 
of "the chair." The form of address for 
any lady occupying the chair, whether she 
be Miss or Mrs., is Mrs. or Madam pre- 
fixed to the name of the office, as Mrs. 
President, or Madam Regent. 

Duties of the Presiding Officer. — The 
duties of an officer who stands at the head 
of any society are two-fold: first, those 
which pertain to the object for which the 
society was organized; and second, those 
which pertain to the conduct of the meet- 
ings of the society in the furtherance of that 
object. 

The first are as varied as is the character 
of the numerous organizations; the second 
are those which come imder the head of 
parUamentary usage, and are similar in all 
societies. 

It is the duty of a presiding officer to be 
regular and prompt in attendance at meet- 
ings of the society; to call the meetings to 
order at the specified time; to preserve 
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order; to entertain motions which are in 
order, and at the proper time to put them to 
vote; to repeat the motion under considera- 
tion, or cause the secretary to read it 
whenever asked to do so by a member; to 
give respectful attention to the discussion 
of members; to announce the result of all 
votes; and in general carryforward the busi- 
ness of the assembly to the conclusions 
which it desires to reach. 

It is customary for the presiding officer 
to stand while stating a motion, also while 
putting a motion to vote and declaring the 
result, but in small assembUes he may re- 
main sitting. It is not customary for the 
presiding officer to rise to recognize a mem- 
ber, or to stand while a question is being 
discussed, but when the assembly is very 
large he may be better able to preserve or- 
der by standing. 

The Ideal President has a good voice and 
a dignified, courteous, and absolutely m- 
partial bearing at all times. He has a 
thorough knowledge of parliamentary law, 
and therefore knows when a rule should be 
rigidly enforced, and when by unanimous 
consent some laxity may be safely allowed. 
He has tact to encourage the timid member, 
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and skill to repress the over-zealous one. 
In strict conformity to parliamentary law 
he should always state a motion (except in 
case of an appeal, and an appeal strictly 
speaking is not a motion) in the exact words 
in which it was originally offered, but he 
will sometimes change the phraseology of 
a motion, and in so doing will express the 
intent of the author in a way which will be 
acceptable and gratifying. 

The President Forfeits the Right to 
Make, Second, or Discuss a Motion while 
occupying the chair. When he wishes to. 
discuss a motion, read a paper, or make an 
address, he should call the vice-president to 
the chair, and then address the presiding 
officer and observe the same rules that are 
binding upon other members. 

The President Does not Forfeit the 
Right to Vote, but it is not customary for a 
presiding officer to vote except when the 
vote is by ballot or roll call. 

It is not the duty of the president to 
instruct the members in parliamentary law, 
or to explain the reason for any parlia- 
mentary procedure before a point of order 
has been raised, but good judgment will 
lead him to do this many times in assem- 
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blies where parliamentary law is so im- 
perfectly understood as it is in many assem- 
blies to-day. 

In reply to the inquiry so often made, ''Is 
a motion in order?" the president should 
say in effect, "The member may make the 
motion and the chair will decide." The 
reason for this is clear. Some motions 
might be in order, but the member might 
nevertheless offer a motion which was not 
in order at that time. 

The President and the Secretary Should 
Both Sign All Formal communications sent 
by the organization to any individual, or to 
any other assembly, as resolutions of sym- 
pathy, petitions to a local council, state 
legislature, and the Uke, and unless other 
provision is made, warrants, contracts, and 
all legal documents. 

If the president by special rule has the 
power to call a meeting and exercises that 
right, he should sign the call or notify the 
secretary in writing to issue the call. In 
the latter case the secretary should sign the 
call, placing above his signature the words. 
*' By order of the president." 

The President Generally Has the Power 
of Appointing All Standing Committees^ 
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and often the power of appointing special 
committees. This is not a provision of 
common parliamentary law but may be 
arranged by special rules or by action of 
the assembly. He may be a member ex 
officio of all committees, but this, too, must 
be by special provision. Neither has he 
the power to create a committee except by 
special authorization. 

The president must not lend himself to 
the purposes of any faction; to do so is 
to pervert his high office. 

He will perhaps during his term of office 
give the vice-president an opportunity to 
preside. If he is not absent from necessity 
so that this opportunity will naturally be 
afforded, he may remain away from one 
meeting, or may take his seat with the 
other members and allow the vice-president 
to preside. This is neither written nor un- 
written law; it is a little act of deference 
and courtesy. The same spirit which 
prompts this courtesy will also suggest that 
the vice-president be notified of the plan 
some days in advance of the meeting, and 
be given information as to the business 
which is likely to receive attention. 

The Vice-President's Duties. — It is the 
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duty of the vice-president to take the chair 
in the absence of the president, or when 
requested to do so by the president. This 
request may be made when the president 
delivers an annual address, takes part in 
the discussion of a motion, or is for any 
reason unable to preside. If the absence 
or disability of the president is permanent, 
he becomes acting president with all the 
powers and duties of the president, but un- 
less there is a special provision to that effect 
he does not become president. 

Recording Secretary. — The officer who 
keeps a record of the proceedings of the 
meetings of an organization may have any 
one of many titles, the most common of 
which are secretary, clerk, and scribe. 

The duties of this officer are only second 
in importance to those of a president. The 
president is the head and the secretary the 
right hand of an organization, and these 
two officers should be entirely harmonious 
in their endeavor to serve the best interests 
of the society. 

The secretary is frequently an employee, 
and not a member of the organization. 
Perhaps for this reason the statement is 
often made that he has no right to vote. 
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The secretary does not forfeit any rights 
of membership by holding office. 

Many persons who are wiUing to perform 
the onerous duties of the office of secretary 
have a very imperfect understanding of 
what the minutes or records should con- 
tain. The mistake is often made on the one 
hand of omitting things of which a record 
should be kept, and on the other of cimiber- 
ing the records with imperfect condensa- 
tions of essays and discussions, and with the 
opinions of the secretary. 

If the recording secretary is absent from 
a meeting a secretary pro tempore must be 
elected. The temporary officer does not 
thereby become a member of any board or 
committee to which the secretary belongs 
3X officio. 

The Records or Minutes. — In their de- 
tails, the records of various associations 
may differ widely and yet all be correct, 
but there are certain facts which should be 
recorded by every secretary of everysociety. 
The name of the society, the kind of a 
meeting, the place in whidi the meeting is 
held, the date and the hour at which it was 
called to order should alwaj's appear. The 
record should also mention the presiding 
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officer and state something about the at- 
tendance. It may be sufficient in some 
societies to state the approximate number 
present, but the minutes of a meeting of a 
Board of Trustees, or any similar assembly, 
should include the names of those present. 

A careful record should be kept of all 
motions that were stated by the presiding 
officer, and the manner in which they were 
disposed of (whether carried ot lost, re- 
ferred to a committee, or laid on the table), 
as well as the fact of adjournment and the 
manner in which adjournment was accom- 
plished. No mention need be made of what 
was omitted, as, "There was no report 

from ,'' except that if the minutes 

are not read when they should have been 
that fact should be stated, and the reason 
given. 

The secretary should not attempt to pre- 
pare minutes in the form of an essay, neither 
shoidd he write them in the style of a news- 
paper article. They should be comprehen- 
sive, and yet as brief as is consistent with 
accuracy. Each motion made and each 
vote taken should be in a separate para- 
graph for the sake of easy reference. 

Minutes should be prepared in per 
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manent form before being read and ap- 
proved, as they then become legal evidence 
of what transpired. The minutes as pre- 
pared by the secretary may be corrected by 
the body since they belong to the organ- 
ization and not to the individual officer. 

The minutes should be signed by the per- 
son who wrote them. 

Recording Communications — Three 
Ways. — Numerous commimications and 
lengthy reports of committees are the bete 
noir of the secretary. 

There are three ways in which these may 
be recorded, and every society may adopt 
the method best suited to its needs. 

First, every commimication and every 
committee report may be entered in full in 
the minutes. Tliis makes a very satisfac- 
tory and complete record, especially when a 
loose-leaf record book is used, and officers 
and committees present their reports on 
loose leaves furnished by the secretary. 
The original reports then become a part of 
the minutes, thus eliminating the preserva- 
tion of bulky files. 

Second, each communication and report 
may be numbered and filed, in which case 
the minutes need only mention the subject 
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of the communication or report. If a so- 
ciety holds its meetings in one room the 
year through, and has file (jases for the 
preservation of its papers, this will prove 
a satisfactory method of keeping the rec- 
ords, but otherwise this method would be 
impracticable, as papers would be required 
for reference which could not easily be pro- 
cured. 

The third way is to enter in the minutes 
the substance of the communication or re- 
port in the language of the secretary. 

Minor Duties of Recording Secretary. — 
Parliamentary law makes it the duty of 
the recording secretary to send notices for 
meetings when directed to do so by the 
proper authority; to call a meeting to order 
in the absence of both the president and 
vice-president, and entertain a motion for a 
temporary chairman; to call the roll for the 
purpose of keeping the record of attendance 
if such is the custom of the society; to call 
the roll of members when the vote is by loU 
call; to count the votes on either side when 
the vote is by raising hands or standing, 
unless tellers are appointed for that pur- 
pose; to draw and sign all warrants upon 
the treasurer, and to carefully preserve all 
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papers which come into his possession and 
furnish them for use when requested by the 
assembly. • 

He should give to the chairman of every 
special committee the names of the mem- 
bers of the committee, and a copy of the 
motion referred to the committee, or the 
motion providing for the appointment of a 
committee as the case may be. 

At every meeting he should have at com- 
mand a list of such special committees as 
may be expected to report. 

In addition to these duties the by-laws 
may prescribe others. 

When a society, in addition to the record- 
ing secretary, has a corresponding secretary, 
a financial secretary, or a federation secre- 
tary, the by-laws should make clear the 
duties of each. 

Other Officers. — Parliamentary law pre- 
scribes the duties of only two officers, one 
to preside and one to keep the records 
Every organization has the power by spe- 
cial regulation to create such other offices as 
circumstances may require, and to pre- 
scribe the duties of such officers. 

In a general way the treasurer would 
have charge of the funds, but whether he 
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should disburse money by order of an 
auditing committee, by vote of the society, 
or only upon a warrant duly signed, the 
society itself must determine. 

Members. — The members of an associa- 
tion who are not officers have duties and 
responsibilities, if not as important, cer- 
tainly as necessary of observance a'fe those 
of the officers. 

It is the duty of every member to assist 
in maintaining a certain esprit de corps 
which is often the strongest bond of union 
in any society; to be loyal to the officers 
duly elected, whether these officers were 
his personal choice or not. A member 
must not talk while another is talking; 
must not intrude his private affairs or the 
business of any other society in which he is 
interested on the attention of the assembly; 
must not interrupt a member who is speak- 
ing except when such interruption is per- 
missible; must not call *' Question''; must 
not pass between the presiding officer and 
any member who has the floor, and must 
never indulge in personal remarks or say or 
do anything which will engender bad feel- 
ing. He should withdraw when any busi- 
ness concerning himself is under discussion^ 
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or if he remains by indulgence of the assem- 
bly he should refrain from voting on such a 
question. 

Should a member be deemed guilty of 
immoral conduct, or of conduct prejudicial 
to the best interests of the society or of its 
members, a vote of censure may be passed 
or he may be asked to withdraw from mem- 
bership. Such action should only be taken 
after thorough investigation. In some or- 
ganizations provision is made in the by- 
laws for the trial of members and the ex- 
pulsion of such as may be found guilty of 
charges preferred against them. This is 
perhaps possible if persons upon joining the 
society or at a later time have agreed to 
abide by the decision of such a tribunal, 
but it must be borne in mind that voluntary 
assemblies are not endowed with the func- 
tions of a court, and therefore can not com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses nor put 
them under oath. 

When a person is speaking, it is the duty 
of all members to give undivided attention 
to what is said, and to put the best con- 
struction on the words of the speaker. 

In alluding to other members in debate, 
he should not speak of them by name, but 
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should designate them in some other way 
not uncomplimentary, which may be readily 
imderstood, as *'the member who spoke on 
the other side of , this question," or '*the 
member who has just spoken." 

In one of the famous speeches made by 
Henry Clay in the national House of Rep- 
resentatives, he said: "An honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, of whom I am 
sorry to say it becomes necessary for me to 
take some notice," meaning Mr. Quincy; 
at another time he spoke of Mr. Quincy as 
"the gentleman to whom I have been com- 
pelled to allude." 

This allusion to Mr. Quincy, although 
rather sarcastic, and betraying, perhaps, an 
undercurrent of animosity, nevertheless 
illustrates the matter in hand. 

A member should ask to be excused if he 
wishes to leave the meeting before adjourn- 
ment. 

If he expects to take an active part in 
the business of the society he should be 
as famiUar with parliamentary law as the 
president is expected to be, and he should 
consider it a duty as well as a privilege to 
vote on every question. 

A member is at liberty to use parlia- 
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mentary tactics to further his own views in 
the disposition of every question, but if he 
values his own reputation, he will never 
make unnecessary motions or continue to 
raise points of order for the sake of dis- 
playing his knowledge. 

It would be impossible to enumerate all 
the duties, rights, and privileges of mem- 
bers. 

In general, the same rules of courtesy and 
good breeding which are observed in social 
gatherings are in force in every assembly, 
and every member should keep in mind 
that others have rights equal to his own. 



IV 

COMMITTEES 

"But the first council of the great-hearted elders met beside 
the ship of King Nestor the Pylos-bom." — Hover. 

Advantages of Committees. — The em- 
ployment of committees is such a conven- 
ient method of facilitating the transaction 
of business that their appointment is a 
settled custom in all organizations. 

The advantage of having committees lies 
in the fact that the work may thus be sub- 
divided and each committee may give the 
special subjects referred to it that careful 
and deliberate examination which because 
of the multiplicity of the subjects con- 
sidered it is impossible for each member of 
the entire assembly to give. 

The work of large assemblies is done to 
such an extent by committees that the part 
performed by the assembly is often little 
more than voting upon the recommenda- 
tions of committees. A favorable report 
from a committee on any proposed measure 

A3 
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is almost equivalent to favorable action by 
the assembly. 

Appointment of Committees. — Commit- 
tees may be appointed by the chair, by bal- 
lot, or by viva-voce vote of the members, 
but no committee can be appointed with- 
out authorization from the assembly. 
Authority may be given in the by-laws, 
in standing rules, or by a motion providing 
for a committee. 

Committees are of three kinds: standing 
committees, special committees, and com- 
mittees of the whole. 

Joint committees and conference com- 
mittees only exist in legislative bodies con- 
sisting of two branches, and therefore need 
not be explained here. 

Standing Committees are those which are 
appointed for a certain period of time, 
usually one year, for the performance of 
certain duties specified in advance. They 
are usually named with reference to the 
duties devolving upon them, as finance com- 
mittee, printing committee, program com- 
mittee. But though the name may imply 
in a general way the duties of such com- 
mittees, it is necessary that these be clearly 
stated to obviate any misimderstanding* 
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For instance, the duties of an auditing com- 
mittee may be to examine all bills presented 
for payment, or to examine the books and 
vouchers of the treasurer at stated times. 

Appointment of Standing Committees. — 
The by-laws or rules of every association 
should provide for the manner of appoint- 
ing standing committees, designate the 
number of members of which each must 
consist, and define their duties. 

A common custom is for the newly elected 
president of a society to appoint all the 
standing committees. 

This custom gives the president much 
power, but perhaps not too much. Having 
been elected by a majority vote of the as- 
sembly, if he has a policy to carry out it 
seems right that he should have the ap- 
pointment of the committees on whose aid 
and co<^ration he must rely. If, then, 
he has the power to appoint the standing 
committees, it is his privilege to appoint a 
majority on each committee of those who 
are in sympathy with his views. If two 
parties or factions exist, the rights of the 
minority demand that they should have 
representation on every committee. 

A board of managers or directors partakes 



46 PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 

of the character of a standing committee, 
And is usually composed of the officers of 
ie organization. 

In the order of business, the report of such a 
ioard usually inmiediately precedes reports 
yi standing committees. 

Special Committees are those whose 
duties are temporary in character. 

To provide for the appointment of a 
special committee, a motion should first be 
made that a committee be appointed for 
the purpose named in the motion, or that 
a pending motion be referred to a commit- 
tee. The number composing the committee 
should next be determined, and then the 
manner of appointment. 

The Motion for a Special Committee 
may include the mannerof appointment, the 
number of members of which such a com- 
mittee shall consist, and the names of the 
members who shall compose it, but it seems 
more natural to vote first upon the motion 
that a committee be appointed, for the 
reason that if this motion is decided in the 
negative there will be no occasion for con- 
sidering the other details. 

If power is given the presiding officer to 
make the appointment, he may appoint the 
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committee at once, or he may say, "The 
chair will appoint the committee later. ' ' If 
the committee is not appointed until after 
the close of the session, the secretary should 
be informed of the persons appointed, that 
their names may be entered on the record. 

Eligibility of Members to Committees. — 
Any member of a society, unless person- 
ally concerned in the question to be consid- 
ered by the committee, is eligible to ap- 
pointment, but his obligation to serve is 
not a question of parliamentary law. The 
member who has the welfare of the society 
at heart will be loath to shirk any of its re- 
sponsibilities. 

The President a Member of Committees. 
— The president of a society is often made I4 
member of every standing committee, some- 
times a member of every committee, some- 
times a member without the right to vote. 

If the by-laws contain the clause, *^The 
president shall be ex officio a member of all 
committees," the right to vote is granted. 
If it is intended that he be a member ex 
officio without the right to vote, the clause 
should read, "The president shall be ei 
officio a member of all committees, but 
without the right to vote '" 
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A Committee Appointed to Act for the 

assembly in cases where a course of action 
has already been decided upon should be 
composed of those who are friendly to the 
measure. 

A Committee for Deliberation should be 
selected with reference to qualifications of 
members to deal with the subject to be 
considered. When it is known that there 
is a difference of opinion on the subject, all 
sides should be represented in the mem- 
bership of the committee. 

The formation of efficient committees 
and the preservation of peace and harmony 
in the entire membership is a task requiring 
great tact and skill. 

The member who makes the motion that 
a special committee be appointed is fre- 
quently named first upon the committee, 
but not of necessity. It should not be as- 
sumed that by making a motion creating a 
committee, a member is proposing that he 
be its chairman. 

The first member of a committee, either 
standing or special, is the temporary chair- 
man, and should convene the committee, 
which may then elect its chairman. 

Committee Meetings. — Coimnittees 
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must meet to confer and prepare a report. 
It is not sufficient for the chairman to con- 
sult members separately. 

It is the privilege of the chairman of a 
committee to name the time and place for 
the meeting, and his duty to see that every 
member of the committee is notified. 

If the chairman neglects or decUnes to call 
a meeting of the committee, any two mem- 
bers of the committee may call the meeting. 

Other members of the society who may 
be invited to attend a committee meeting 
have no right to vote and may not speak 
except by permission of the committee. 

A committee can not take action unlesc 
the requisite number to constitute a quorum 
is present. In the absence of special pro- 
vision the majority of a committee consti- 
tutes a quorum. 

Committees should never convene during 
a meeting of the society except by permis- 
sion or special request. 

The assembly may request the members 
of a committee to withdraw and consider a 
question, but can not compel them to do so; 
otherwise it would be possible for a major- 
ity to secure the appointment on a commit- 
tee of members known to be opposed to 
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some measure they favored, then compel the 
committee to convene and pass the meas- 
ure in their absence. 

The chairman bears the same general 
relation to the committee that the president 
of a society does to the assembly. He 
must preserve order, and see that the ques- 
tion referred to the committee is properly 
considered, and that the report to be pre- 
sented to the society is duly prepared and 
signed. 

Procedure in Committee Meeting. — In 
the process of reaching conclusions a com- 
mittee may proceed by making motions 
and voting with the same formality that is 
observed in the assembly. It may appoint 
a secretary and keep full minutes of its 
proceedings. This course is generally pur- 
sued in large committees and by boards of 
directors or executive committees, which 
have the general business management of a 
society. But when the committee is small 
the usual way is to confer informally, keep- 
ing only such memoranda as are necessary 
to aid in making a report. 

The Power of Committees.— Much mis- 
apprehension exists as to the power of a 
committee. The fact is^ a committee has no 
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power except that which is given to it by 
the assembly. 

Should the assembly delegate power to a 
committee, then and not otherwise may it 
act and report to the assembly afterwards; 
but in no case may a committee take action 
without express authority from the assem- 
bly. A committee should always carefully 
do the work assigned it, and imder no cir- 
cumstances transcend its power. 

In the ordinary routine of meetings, a 
standing committee should report when- 
ever its duties make a report necessary or at 
the first regular meeting after a question 
has been referred to it, and a special com- 
mittee at the first regular meeting after 
appointment. Should the report not be 
ready when called for, the chairman should 
rise and say, '^The committee desires more 
time," or *'The committee desires further 
time in which to prepare a report." This 
request is usually granted, but the assem- 
bly has a right to discharge a special 
committee and take action on the question 
referred to it without waiting for a report. 

Committee Reports. — The report of a 
committee should be addressed to the soci- 
ety, and should contain definite statements 
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of information procured, duties performed, 
or specific recommendations showing the 
opinion of the ccmimittee. It should not 
be the minutes of the committee meeting. 

The following forms will illustrate what 
is meant, showing the form of report made 
by a committee appointed to obtain in- 
formation, the form of report of the same 
committee if appointed to obtain infonna- 
tion and make a recommendation, and the 
form of report of a committee to which a 
communication or a motion has been re- 
ferred : 

To the LakevUle Parliamentary Law Club: 

Your committee appointed to ascertain 
the cost of painting the outside of the club- 
house begs leave to report that the follow- 
ing bids to do the work in accordance with 
the specifications have been received: 

Brown, Thompson & Co $79 . 00 

Phillips & Morse 83 . 00 

Decorative Art Co 91 . 00 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. F. Warren, 

L. C. Cobb, 

F. G. Watson. 
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If the committee was instructed to bring 
in a recommendation, the report would con- 
clude with something like the following: 

"Your committee believes that the firm 
of Brown, Thompson & Co. is thoroughly- 
reliable, and, as their bid is the lowest, rec- 
ommends that it be accepted." 

To the Lakeville Scientific Clui: 

Your committee to which was ref«"red 
the motion that the club secure a lecturer 
to give a series of ten lectures on some scien- 
tific subject has given the question careful 
consideration and recommends that the 
motion be carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

0. R. Comstock, 

1. N. Walters. 

The report should be signed by all mem- 
bers of the committee present at the meet- 
ing of the committee who agree with the 
report. 

The chairman generally signs the report 
first, and the signatures of the other mem- 
bers usually follow in the order of their ap- 
pointment, though this is immaterial. 

Each signature is a guarantee to the 
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assembly that the member is familiar with 
the report and thereby endorses it. 

If not convenient to prepare the report 
of the committee in shape for signatures 
while the committee is in session, it may be 
written out afterwards and signed before it 
is presented. It should be neatly and 
legibly written so that time will not be un- 
necessarily consumed in deciphering it. If 
not properly prepared, the assembly is jus- 
tified in recommitting the report for the ex- 
press purpose of having it put in proper 
shape. 

The report should be presented to the 
assembly by th^ chairman of the committee 
unless some one else has been selected bv 
the committee for that duty, and it may be 
read by the member presenting it or by the 
secretary of the assembly. 

Consideration of Committee Reports. — 
After the report has been read a suitable 
motion should be made with reference to it. 
It is customary to make a motion upon the 
report as a whole, but there is much mis- 
apprehension as to the proper motion to 
make. 

A motion may be made to accept the 
report, but it is accepted as a matter of 
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course if it is satisfactory as a report, either 
with or without a motion to that effect, and 
when the report contains statements of 
what has been done or of information 
secured by the committee, as, for instance, 
a report of the charactor of the first one of 
the preceding reports, nothing further is 
necessary except to decide whether the re- 
port is to be placed on file or entered in the 
minutes. A motion to adopt a report of 
this kind is not appropriate as there is noth- 
ing in the report to be adopted. 

A motion that the report be received 
is superfluous, for it has already been re- 
ceived. 

The motion that the report be accepted 
and the recommendations adopted is an 
appropriate motion to make on a report of 
the character of the second of the preced- 
ing reports, as there is a recommendation 
which may be adopted. Should changes 
be desired amendments are offered, but it 
must be understood that although the 
recommendations of the committee are 
subject to amendment by the assembly, the 
report of the committee as such can not be 
amended. That is, the assembly can not 
make the report other than the committee 
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made it, but it may change the recommen- 
dations made before adc^ting them. 

Recommendations of Committee May Be 
Amended. — To avoid complications and 
consequent misimderstandings which are 
likely to arise when motions are made to 
amend the motion to adopt the report of 
the committee, or to amend the motion to 
adopt the recommendations of the com- 
mittee, a motion should be made at once 
upon the substance of the report, the prop- 
ositions which it contains. Referring for 
illustration to the second of thej)receding re- 
ports, instead of a motion that the recom- 
mendations of the committee be adopted, 
the motion to be preferred is that the 
contract for painting the outside of the 
clubhouse be awarded to Brown, Thomp- 
son & Co. 

A motion on the substance of the report 
is always appropriate, but a motion that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted, if carried, does not in every in- 
stance make the recommendation of the 
committee the action of the assembly. 
For instance, if a committee recommends 
that an applicant be admitted to member- 
ship, the application must be voted upon 
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independently of the action on the report; 
if a committee recommends amendments to 
the by-laws, a motion must be made and a 
vote taken on each of the proposed amend- 
ments. 

After the acceptance of the report of a 
committee on a motion or resolution which 
has been referred to it, the assembly should 
resume consideration of the question at 
the point where it was interrupted by being 
referred, having the benefit of the report of 
the committee as an aid in deciding which 
way to vote. 

If one or two motions to amend were 
pending at the time of reference, they are 
considered in the same way they would have 
been if the motion to refer had been lost, 
and other motions which were in order are 
equally in order at this time. 

If the committee recommends other 
amendments than those pending, such 
amendmoits can only be considered when 
regularly moved in proper order. 

If the committee recommends that the 
motion be disposed of in a different way 
frcnnthat contemplated at time of reference, 
such as that it be postponed or made a spe- 
cial order, motions which will bring such 
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recommendations to vote may be made in 
due time. The member who has the report 
of the committee in charge is the proper 
person to make such a motion, but it may 
be made by any member. 

Minority Reports. — If there are mem- 
bers of a committee that do not concur in 
a report, they are at liberty to prepare a 
minority report. The existence of a minor- 
ity report should be made known to the 
assembly by the member who has the re- 
port of thecommitteein charge immediately 
after it has been read. The assembly is not 
obliged to hear the minority report, but it 
is almost invariably read if for no other 
reason than that each member knows he 
may be one of a minority at some sub- 
sequent time and wish the same courtesy 
extended. The signatures appended to the 
minority report show which members of 
the committee have agreed to it^ 

The minority report will be in a form 
similar to the following: 

To the LakevUle Scientific Club: 

The imdersigned, a minority of the com- 
mittee to which was referred the motion 
that the club secure a lecturer to give a 
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series of ten lectures on some scientific sub- 
ject, has given the question careful con- 
sideration and recommends, on accoimt of 
the expense, that the motion be defeated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Woodford. 



The report of the committee and the re- 
port of the minority should be accepted by 
the assembly, and consideration of the mo- 
tion or resolution should be resumed where 
it was interrupted by the motion to refer 
to a committee, as explained above. 

Recommitting a Report. — If the report 
of a committee is not satisfactory, a motion 
to recommit may be made, or that the re- 
port be referred back to the committee (the 
two motions meaning the same), and such a 
motion may include instructions. 

If no instructions are given, the com- 
mittee will probably be able to change its 
report or prepare a new one which will be 
acceptable to the assembly, having ascer- 
tained the wishes of the majority from the 
discussion. The committee must then re- 
convene and prepare another report. 

If a committee is in doubt as to what is 
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expected of it, a request for instruction 
should be made to the assembly. 

Committees generally consist of an odd 
number of members in order to prevent a 
tie vote. 

Committees should return all manu- 
scripts referred to them, such as communi- 
cations or resolutions, without mutilation 
or defacement. 

When the report of a special committee 
has been received by the assembly, the 
committee is thereby discharged without 
a. motion to that effect. 

Committee of the Whole — Origin. -^ 
The committee of the whole had its origin 
in the House of Commons during the reign 
of James I. At that time the speaker, 
though a member of the House, was nomi- 
nated by the will of the king, and the clerk 
and sergeant-at-arms were appointed by 
the king. The House then conceived the 
idea of sitting as a committee of the whole, 
**Mr. Speaker alone excepted." The clerk 
and sergeant-at-arms were also excused, 
and there was then no record book which 
should divulge their actions to the king. 
The house could then indulge in that free- 
dom of debate which was impossible when 
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the minions of the king were present. In 
vain did King James and his successor 
protest. The king could convene and pro- 
rogue Parliament at pleasure, but in no 
other way could he control the committee 
of the whole. It is, in fact, the assembty 
itself in session as a committee, a custom 
which has proved convenient for certain 
purposes, and is therefore retained, though 
the occasion which gave it birth no longer 
exists. 

Committee of the Whole — Advan- 
tages. — In the consideration of a question 
involving many details, one advantage of 
sitting in committee of the whole is the 
greater Uberty afforded for the interchange 
of views by the temporary freedom from 
rules restricting debate. Another advan- 
tage is the fact that motions made and votes 
taken do not become part of the permanent 
record of the assembly. When a series of 
resolutions or the revision of constitution 
or by-laws is under consideration, assem- 
blies will therefore do well to avail them- 
selves of these advantages of the committee 
of the whole. 

Committee of the Whole — Organiza- 
tion. — The change from sitting as an as- 
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sembly to a session of the committee of the 
whole is accomplished by an affirmative 
vote on a motion to the effect that the 
assembly resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole for the purpose designated in the 
motion. 

Such a motion is in order whenever a 
motion to commit is in order. 

Should the motion prevail, the presiding 
officer calls some one to the chair, and takes 
his place as a member of the committee. 

Committee of the Whole — Rules Gov- 
erning. — A quorum for the committee oi 
the whole is the same as the quorum for the 
assembly unless the assembly determines 
otherwise. 

What has already been said as to the 
power of committees, the process by which 
conclusions are reached, and the reports of 
committees is equally applicable to com- 
mittees of the whole. 

The purpose of the committee of the 
whole is to deliberate and make recom- 
mendations to the assembly, and any mo- 
tion necessary to accomplish this purpose, 
which does not conflict with rules adopted 
by the assembly, should be allowed. 

Motions making recommendations, mo- 
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tions to amend the same, a motion to 
reconsider, a motion to rise and report, or 
to rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again, are all permissible in committee of 
the whole. 

There is no reason why motions gov- 
erning debate should be prohibited, as the 
procedure of rising, taking action as an 
assembly, and again convening as commit- 
tee of the whole is too cumbersome to be 
practicable. 

Dilatory motions are not used because 
not in harmony with the purpose of the 
committee. The motion to reconsider and 
enter in the minutes can not be made, but 
a motion to reconsider may be acted upon 
while the committee of the whole is in ses- 
sion. 

The proper motion to close the session 
of any committee is that the committee 
rise. 
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MOTIONS 

** . . . what you have to say, 
I will with patience hear, and find a time 
Both meet to hear, and answer, such high things." 

— Jduus CiESAR, Act I., Scene z. 

Introduction of Business. — The business 
of an assembly is introduced through one of 
its members by the ofiFering of a motion, or 
the presentation of a communication, report, 
or resolution. If a communication, report, 
or formal resolution is presented, a motion 
must be made to bring the question before 
the assembly for consideration and decision. 

To know what motions are in order at a 
certain time, in what way they may be in- 
troduced, considered, and disposed of, the 
effect of an affirmative or a negative vote 
on each, and in what manner their consider^ 
ation may be suspended and resumed, is to 
be well versed in parUamentary procedure. 

The fact that writers on parliamentary 
law have not adopted a uniform classifica- 
tion of motions is perhaps due to the fact 
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that none which has as yet been published 
is accepted as entirely free from criticism 
from a scientific standpoint. 

The following classification is adapted 
from the one which appears in '^A Hand- 
book on Parliamentary Practice," * by Ru- 
fus Waples, LL.D., and may help to fix 
the different motions and their rank in the 
mind of the student. 

This classification groups motions ac- 
cording to their purpose. With few excep- 
tions each motion indicates with a fair 
degree of accuracy the object which its 
adoption is intended to accomplish. 

A. — Main Motions. 

I. — Ordinary Main Motions. 

Motions of a general character intro- 
ducing business. 
II. — Privileged Main Motions. 

Call for the order of the day. 

Raising a question of privilege. 

Motion on question of privilege. 

Motion to take a recess. 

Motion to adjourn, or to rise. 

Motion to fix the time or the place to 
which to adjourn. 

^Published by Callaghaa & Comoany. 
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B. — Subsidiary Motions. 

I. — Amendatory. 

Motion to amend the main motion. 

Motion to amend tke proposed amend- 
ment. 

Motion to amend another subsidiary 
motion. 

II. — Dilatory. 
Motion to commit or refer, or to recommit : 

(a) to a special committee. 

(b) to a standing committee. 
Motion to postpone definitely. 
Motion to make a special order. 
Motion to lay on the table. < 

III. — Declinatory. 
Objection to consideration. 
Motion to postpone indefinitely. 

IV. — Complemental. 
Motion to fill a blank. 

V. — Incidental. 

Motion to suspend a rule. 

Motion to allow the withdrawal of a mo- 
tion. 

Motion to read a paper not imder con- 
sideration. 

Motion to read a paper xmder considera- 
tion. 
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Motion to divide a motion. 

Raising a point of order. 

Appeal from the decision of the chair. 

VI. — Relative to Voting and Debate. 

Motion to extend, to limit, or to close 
debate. 

Motion for the previous question. 

Motion to provide for the manner of 
voting. 

The above motions have rank among 
themselves to some extent, and as far as 
possible their rank in each group is indi- 
cated by the order in which they are 
printed, the lowest appearing first. 

The fact that some motions take pre- 
cedence of others because they are higher 
in rank does not generally receive the 
attention which its importance demands. 

Some motions if carried dispose of the 
motion to which they relate permanently 
or temporarily, arid others whether carried 
or lost leave it still pending. 

A careful study of all these motions is 
necessary to an understanding of the way 
in which they may be used as instruments 
ff>r the expeditious, harmonious, and satis- 



6S PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 

factory transaction of business in deliber- 
ative assemblies. 

An ordinary main motion is one by which 
business is introduced, and is absolutely the 
lowest in rank. It may be superseded by a 
privileged main motion or by any sub- 
sidiary motion. It does not yield to an- 
other main motion of the same rank, that 
is, to another ordinary main motion. 

A privileged main motion is one which 
does not relate to any other motion, and 
which at other times may be an ordinary 
main motion, but which is of such a charac- 
ter that it is entitled to consideration, while 
the ordinary main motion and all pending 
motions relating to it are held in abey- 
ance. 

A subsidiary motion, as the nameimplies, 
relates to some other motion, either directly 
or indirectly, and is only made when a mo- 
tion is already before the assembly. Al- 
though called subsidiary, it is higher in rank 
and takes precedence over that to which it 
relates. 

Subsidiary motions may be subdivided 
into Amendatory, Dilatory, Declinatory, 
Complemental, Incidental, and Motions 
Relative to Voting and Debate. 



MOTIONS 69 

An amendatory motion is one which con- 
templates a change in the motion to which 
it applies, generally to change the meaning, 
and presumably for the sake of improve- 
ment, but frequently only to change the 
phraseology. 

A dilatory motion always has as its object 
some delay in deciding the question to 
which it applies. 

A declinatory motion has for its object 
the defeat of the motion to which it applies, 
by preventing a vote being taken on it. 

A complemental motion is one intended 
to complete something or to supply a de- 
ficiency, as a date or a number. 

An incidental motion is one which arises 
relative to the order or the conduct of busi- 
ness. 

A motion relative to voting pr debate is 
one which has for its object the fixing of the 
time for taking the vote, or determining the 
manner in which the vote shall be taken. 

Precedence of Motions. — It is not a 
violation of the principle, '^One thing at a 
time/' to allow a motion to be superseded 
by others which relate to it, or to allow an 
independent motion of great necessity to 
interrupt its consideration. 



70 PARUAMENTAR7 USAGE 

A few of the motions enumerated above 
are made at every business meeting of 
every organization, others are seldom used, 
and others might not be introduced during 
the existence of an organization. 

The eight motions seemingly more fre- 
quently used than any others after business 
has been introduced by an ordinary main 
motion will be explained first, and later the 
remaining motions in the list. 

These motions are: 

First. To amend. 

Second. To amend the motion to amend. 

Third. To commit or refer. 

Fourth. To postpone definitely. 

Fifth. For the previous question. 

Sixth. To lay on the table. 

Seventh. To adjourn. 

Eighth. To fix the time or place to which 
to adjourn. 

This short list should be committed to 
memory. 

The last motion stated by the chair is the 
only one under immediate consideration, 
and is always the first one voted upon. 

A motion is pending from the time it is 
stated by the chair until it is disposed of, 
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but it may not be under immediate consid- 
eration all of that time. 

The fact that other motions may be made 
must not be understood to mean that there 
is any reason why the vote should not be 
taken immediately if the members are 
ready. 

When these motions are spoken of with 
reference to their rank, the first motion 
made is considered the lowest in rank, and 
the motJon to fix the time or place to which 
to adjourn the highest in rank. 

This list does not include all the motions 
which may be made and voted upon before 
the main motion comes to a vote, but it 
should be perfectly understood that if any 
two. or if all the motions in this list are 
made, they must be made in the order here 
given. 

For instance, a motion to commit having 
been made, a motion to amend the main 
motion could not be entertained unless the 
motion to commit were first voted upon and 
lost, but while the motion to commit was 
pending any of the motions numbered from 
four to eight would be in order. 

The first four of these eight motions are 
debatable, the last four are not debatable. 
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All except the fifth may be carried by a 
majority vote. The previous question re- 
quires a two-thirds vote. 

The first, third, fourth, and eighth can be 
amended, the others can not be amended. 

To Amend. — A motion to amend is a 
proposition on the part of some member to 
change the motion already made. 

If the vote on the motion to amend is in 
the affirmative, the change is made, and the 
motion thus changed (amended) is then 
before the assembly for consideration. 

It is a well-established rule that only two 
motions to amend can be pending at one 
time, and that the second motion to amend 
must be a motion to amend the proposed 
amendment. 

The Motion to Amend Must Be Germane 
— that is, must be on the same subject 
as the motion which the mover proposes 
to amend. The rule of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, "No 
motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be ad- 
mitted under color of amendment,'' is the 
rule commonly accepted throughout the 
United States. 

There will of necessity be a difference of 
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opinion sometimes as to whether a proposed 
amendment is germane. The presiding 
officer wiU entertain the motion or refuse to 
entertain it according to his own judgment. 
Such a decision is subject to appeal. 

Phraseology of Motions to Amend. — 
The arrangement of words in the motion 
which it is proposed to amend must always 
be kept in mind, and the proposed change 
must be in such language that if the motion 
to amend is carried, the motion as amended 
is coherent. 

To illustrate, suppose the motion be to 
petition the Common Council to pass an 
ordinance prohibiting the sale of cigarettes 
to minors. A motion to amend by sub- 
stituting *' tobacco in any form " for *^ cigar- 
ettes" would, if carried, leave the amended 
motion in an inteUigible, coherent form. 
But if a member who wishes to express this 
idea does not keep in mind the phraseology 
of the original motion, he may express his 
thought in such a way that the words can 
not be incorporated in the original and 
make good sense. For instance, language 
similar to the following is often heard in an 
attempt to make a motion to amend, "I 
move that the sale to minors of tobacco in 
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any form be prohibited." These words 
can not be joined to the main motion, nor 
can they be substituted for words in the 
main motion so as to leave it a complete 
and grammatical sentence. One may say 
that the meaning is obvious and that the 
presiding officer might easily change the 
form. This is perhaps true, but no mem- 
ber has a right to put any such task or re- 
sponsibility on the presiding officer. It is 
the duty of the members of any organiza- 
tion to understand parliamentary law and 
know how to make motions. 

It is not necessary to include, in the mo- 
tion to amend, the motion which the mover 
proposes to amend, for the reason that the 
motion to amend could never apply to any 
motion but the last one stated by the chair. 

A motion to amend is in order whenever 
an amendable motion is under considera- 
tion, unless two amendments are already 
pending or the previous question has been 
moved and carried. 

Motions to Amend May Be : 

To amend by inserting or adding. 

To amend by striking out. 

To amend by substituting. 

The motion to amend by substituting 
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may be to substitute a word, phrase, or 
clause for some other word, phrase, or 
clause in the motion which it is proposed to 
amend, or by substituting an entire prop- 
osition in place of the one already sub- 
mitted. It is the same as a motion to strike 
out and insert. When a motion is poorly 
expressed it is often better to substitute 
an entire proposition than to change a part 
of it. 

Amendments are frequently proposed 
by a motion which does not include the 
words "to amend," as, "I move to add," 
or '* I move to substitute." There is no ob- 
jection to offering an amendment in this 
form, as it is readily recognized as a motion 
to amend. Members should avoid saying, 
*^I move to amend by having," or "by 
making." 

The motion to amend a constitution or 
by-laws previously adopted is a main mo- 
tion and may be amended the same as any 
other main motion. Previous notice of the 
proposed amendment is generally required, 
but it would be impracticable and is un- 
necessary to require notice of secondary 
amendments, though they must of course 
be strictly germane. 
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Such amendments go into eflfect at once 
unless otherwise ordered. 

When amendments have been adopted 
which obviously necessitate renumbering 
articles or sections, the secretary is at liberty 
to make such changes without a motion. 

To Commit or Refer. — The motion to 
commit, number three on the list, may be 
made after motions to amend have been 
made, but not after any of the motions 
which follow in the list have been made and 
have not been voted upon. The form is 
**I move to refer to a committee," or 

*'lo committee," inserting in place 

of the blank the name of some standing 
committee. An affirmative vote on this 
motion temporarily disposes of the main 
motion and such motions to amend as were 
pending at the time the motion to refer was 
offered. In other words, the motion to refer 
can not apply to the motion or motions to 
amend without including the main motion. 
Neither can it apply to the main motion 
and not include pending amendments. 

The motion to commit, or, in other 
words, to refer to a committee, is made pre- 
siunably by one who is friendly to the prop- 
osition, but who for some reason desires 
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to delay voting upon it. The object may 
be simply to delay action in order that it 
may be voted upon under more favorable 
circumstances, or the object may be to put 
the proposition into the hands of a com- 
mittee which will recommend changes 
(amendments) that will improve the mo- 
tion. This motion may be amended and 
debated. 

The motion to refer to a standing com- 
mittee takes precedence of a motion to 
refer to a special committee. 

The motion to commit becomes a main 
motion when it is the first motion made 
upon the report of an officer or upon a com- 
munication presented to an assembly. 

To Postpone Definitely. — The motion to 
postpone further consideration to a definite 
time (or to a time certain, as it is sometimes 
expressed) differs from the motion to com^ 
mit in that it provides for the resumption of 
consideration without the advice of a com- 
mittee. Its legitimate purpose is that of 
providing a more favorable time for the 
consideration of the motion, and is there- 
fore made by those who are at least friendly 
to the main motion. The motion to post- 
pone further consideration to a definite time 
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may be amended as to time, and may be de- 
bated. The form in which this motion is 
made is, **I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this motion (meaning the 

mam motion then pending) untU ," 

always naming the time to which postpone- 
ment is desired, as, " the next regular meet- 
ing." 

An affirmative vote on this motion tem- 
porarily disposes of all motions pending. 

Under the head of unfinished business at 
the meeting to which consideration has 
been postponed, the chair announces this 
postponed motion as before the assembly, 
but only the main motion and the motions 
to amend are deemed pending. In other 
words, the motion to commit is not con- 
sidered imless offered again. 

The motions to commit and to postpone 
to a certain time may each be amended, the 
rules already given for amending the main 
motion being equally applicable to these. 

The Previous Question. — The motion 
for the previous question is often misunder- 
stood, but when the real meaning is kept 
in mind is not at all difficult. It means, 
"I move that deb'^te now cease and voting 
begin." 
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"The previous question" is a misnomer. 
It had fonnerly a Uteral meaning which it 
now lacks. The expression gives a correct 
idea of the former meaning when it could 
only be offered when the main motion alone 
was pending. Formerly the vote was 
taken on the question, "Shall the ihain 
question be now put?" It meant, if 
carried, that the previous question (the 
main motion) should be put to vote at 
once without further debate, and if lost, 
that it (the main motion) should not 
be voted upon that day. The form has 
been retained, but must be regarded as 
having a technical meaning. 

While the previous question is pending, 
or if carried, no more discussion is allowed 
either on the motion then under considera- 
tion or any other motion then pending to 
which the previous question applies. If 
lost, the effect is as if it had not been offered. 
It is well for the presiding officer of an 
average assembly to mention the effect of 
an affirmative vote on this motion before 
putting it to vote. 

The motion may be, "I move the pre- 
vious question," in which case it applies 
to all motions then pending. It may be 
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qualified so as to limit its application to a 
part of the motions pending, but the mo- 
tion under consideration must be included 
in those to which it applies. To illustrate, 
suppose the first four motions in list above 
are pending and it is desired to cut off 
debate on the third and fourth, the motion 
is then, '*I move the previous question on 
the motion to postpone and the motion to 
refer." 

After an affirmative vote on this motion, 
the principal question is said to have been 
ordered, but this does not mean that any 
motions pending are to be passed over with- 
out a vote. 

When all motions to which the previous 
question applied have been voted upon, 
its effect is said to be exhausted. 

The Previous Question — When in Or- 
der. — The motion for the previous ques- 
tion is always in order when a debatable 
motion is under immediate consideration 
and at no other time. 

The previous question may be moved 
before any discussion has taken place, and 
if carried it then precludes all debate. 

While this motion is pending, or after it 
is carried, no motion of lower rank can be 
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oflFered, but motions of higher rank are still 
in order. 

Its effect when moved on a question of 
privilege or on an appeal, and the way in 
which it is affected by the motion to recon- 
sider, will be described hereafter. 

To Lay on the Table. — The motion to 
lay on the table is not necessarily un- 
friendly to the motion to which it applies, 
though it is sometimes so regarded. 

It is a quicker way of setting aside the 
main motion than to refer it to a committee 
or to postpone further consideration to 
a definite time, since it can be neither 
amended nor debated. 

The object may be to delay action until 
a more favorable time for the consideration 
of the motion, or to secure time for the 
consideration of business more urgent. 

The motion to lay on the table, if carried, 
takes from consideration every motion pend- 
ing except when a motion is made to lay oi 
the table an appeal from the decision of the 
chair, or when applied to a question of privi- 
lege, or to a motion to amend the minutes. 

An affirmative vote on the motion to lay 
on the table an appeal from the decision of 
the chair sustains the chair. 
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An affirmative vote on the motion to lay 
a question of privilege on the table takes 
the question of privilege and all pending 
motions relating to it, but does not affect 
the motion under consideration when the 
question of privilege was raised. 

An affirmative vote on a motion to lay on 
the table a motion to amend the minutes 
does not affect the minutes. 

Of the eight motions eniunerated as those 
most frequently used whUe a main motion 
is pending, niunbers one to six are subsid- 
iary or secondary motions. 

To Adjourn. — The motion to adjourn, 
number seven in the list, and the motion to 
fix the tune or place to which to adjourn, 
number eight in the list, do not relate to 
the main motion, but are privileged main 
motions. 

Either of these motions may be offered as 
an ordinary main motion, that is, either of 
them may be made when no motion is pend- 
ing. 

When the motion to adjourn is pending, 
the only motion which can be made is the 
motion to fix the tune or place to which to 
adjourn, except that there may be a motion 
to amend this last motion^ and there may 
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be a motion to decide the method of voting. 
Points of order may be raised, and there 
may be occasion for raising a question of 
privilege which must receive attention. 

After a viva-voce vote is taken on either 
the motion to adjourn or to fix the time or 
the place to which to adjourn, a division of 
the house may be called for. 

The statement frequently made, that a 
motion to adjourn is always in order, is un- 
true. It is not in order when it has just 
been defeated, nor when a motion to fix the 
time or the place to which to adjourn is 
pending. As it can not be made except by 
a member who has been recognized by the 
presiding oflScer, it can not be offered while 
a member is speaking nor while a vote is 
being taken. 

The motion to adjourn is never debatable 
and can not be amended. It must be sec- 
onded and is carried by a majority vote. 
After the vote is taken on this motion, the 
chair should declare the result of the vote, 
and if the vote is in the affirmative, he 
should afterwards declare the meeting ad- 
journed. The assembly should remain 
seated until adjournment is declared. 

Confusion at time of adjournment is not 
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unusual because some member moves to 
adjourn without securing the floor, and 
others equally lacking in observance of the 
civilities of a deliberative assembly, to say 
nothing of the rules of parliamentary pro- 
cedure, call out to the chair that a motion 
to adjourn has been made. If due formality 
is observed the disorder which often dis- 
graces the closing moments of a meeting 
may be avoided. 

When a motion to adjourn is carried 
while motions are pending, such motions 
are before the assembly at the next subse- 
quent meeting under the head of Unfinished 
Business, unless the next meeting is a 
special meeting. 

No motion is considered as pending at 
the subsequent meeting except the main 
motion and motions to amend. 

To Fix the Time or Place to Which to 
Adjourn. — A motion to fix the time or 
place, or to fix both time and place to 
which to adjourn, is a motion to provide 
for reassembling, but it is frequently liiis- 
understood as a motion to adjourn. 

The time mentioned in this motion must 
provide for a meeting at a date or houi 
earlier than that of the next regidar meet- 
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ing. It may be amended whether made as . 
an ordinary main motion or as a privileged 
main motion. It may be debated when it 
is an ordinary main motion, but not when 
it is a privileged main motion. 

The motions in the classified list other 
than the eight which have been briefly 
described, though less frequently used, may 
any of them be made under certain condi- 
tions while a main motion is pending. 

The motions classified as privileged main 
motions are by some writers classified as 
privileged motions. They are privileged 
for the reason that they are urgent in char- 
acter and main in the sense that they 
introduce a new proposition for considera- 
tion. 

Contingencies may arise which obviously 
require immediate attention, and therefore 
motions which can not be anticipated and 
enumerated may of necessity become priv- 
ileged in character, as ** Necessity knows no 
law." This fact does not justify the in- 
troduction of a motion not strictly urgent. 

The motions to amend, to commit, to 
postpone, for the previous question, and to 
lay on the table, when they are applicable 
to any privileged main motion, may be 
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offered and voted upon without in any way 
affecting the ordinary main motion. 

Order of the Day. — A motion or call for 
the order of the day may be made upon the 
arrival of the hour for which an order has 
been made. General orders are those 
which are made by standing ndes. Special 
orders may be provided for by standing 
rule or may be made by resolution as occa* 
sion requires. Many literary clubs have a 
by-law or standing rule like the following: 
"The time devoted to business preceding 
the literary exercises shall not exceed 
thirty minutes." With such a rule in force, 
the president, at the expiration of thirty 
minutes, may interrupt any business then 
in progress and proceed with the literary 
exercises. If the president omit to do so, 
any member may call for the order of the 
day. The presiding officer should then 
proceed with the literary exercises unless 
the assembly by motion and vote decide 
otherwise. 

Sometimes in the proceedings of an as- 
sembly something occurs which interferes, 
or seems to interfere, with the rights or 
privileges of the assembly as a whole, or 
of one or mdre members. 
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Questions of PrivUege may then be raised 
by any member. The form is the same as 
for raising a question of order. Members 
sometimes rise to a question of privilege 
when the question is really a question of 
order, and sometimes when it is neither a 
question of order nor of privilege, and is 
therefore not entitled to consideration at 
that time. The presiding officer must de- 
cide whether, the question raised is or is not 
a question of privilege. An appeal may be 
taken from this decision. Questions of or- 
der are those which arise from some real or 
supposed irregularity from a parliamentary 
point of view, such as allowing debate on 
a motion not debatable or omitting to state 
a motion which has been duly made and 
seconded. 

Questions of privilege are in general those 
which arise from the whispering or other 
disorderly conduct of members or from un- 
satisfactory conditions of the room in which 
the meeting is held. 

A parliamentary inquiry is a question ol 
privilege, as is also a question of informa- 
tion. The right of a person present to sit 
as a member of the assembly may be raised 
as a question of privilege. 
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The presiding officer may be able to settle 
a question of privilege which is raised, but a 
motion is frequently necessary, and such a 
motion must be disposed of before the reg- 
ular business can be resumed. 

A question of privilege aflFecting the 
assembly is higher in rank than one affect- 
ing an individual member. 

To Take a Recess. — The motion for a 
recess should specify the duration of the 
recess or specify the time for reassembling. 
It is in order whenever a motion to adjourn 
is in order, but may be superseded by a 
motion to adjourn, or by a motion to fix the 
time or place to which to adjourn. 

To Rise. — This motion is made to ter- 
niinate the session of a committee. 

To Recommit. — The motion to recom- 
mit is in order whenever a motion to com- 
mit is in order, and is subject to the same 
rules.' 

If the motion to recommit is carried, the . 
motion which has been once referred is put 
into the possession of the same committee. 
Instead of a motion to recommit, it is pos- 
sible to move to refer to another committee. 

To Make a Special Order. — The motion 
to make a special order ranks with the mo- 
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tion to postpone definitely. The form is, 
*'I move that the consideration (or further 
consideration, as the case may be) of this 
motion (report, resolution, or conmiunica- 

tion) be made a special order for ," 

in each case mentioning a definite time, 
which may be during the same meeting, or 
at a subsequent meeting, as, "four o'clock 
to-day," or *' immediately after the reading 
of the minutes at the next meeting." 

Objection to Consideration of the Ques- 
tion, and the motion to postpone indefi- 
nitely, the two motions classified as declin- 
atory, have a common purpose, the defeat 
of the main motion without taking a vote 
directly upon it. Both are low in rank, 
taking precedence of the main motion only. 

The question of consideration must be 
raised, if at all, before any amendment has 
been offered and before any discussion has 
taken place. The form is : "I object to the 
consideration of the question," or *'I raise 
the question of consideration." The vote 
must then be taken on the question: "Shall 
the motion be considered?" no other sub- 
sidiary motion being in order while the 
question of consideration is pending. If 
the vote is in the affirmative, the main 
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motion is before the assembly the same ai& 
though the question of consideration had 
not been raised. If in the negative, the 
main motion is not considered. 

To Postpone Indefinitely differs from 
objection to consideration in three ways. 
It may be offered after discussion has taken 
place, the full merits of the main motiou 
may be discussed while it is pending, and 
it may be superseded by subsidiary mo- 
tions higher in rank than the motion to 
amend. The motion to postpone indefi- 
nitely and the motion to amend are tqual 
in rank. 

In voluntary assemblies a motion which 
has been indefinitely postponed may be 
renewed at a subsequent meeting, luiless a 
rule prohibiting such renewal has been 
adopted. No motion can be renewed at the 
same meeting at which it has once been 
acted upon except by a motion to recon- 
sider. 

Filling Blanks. — A motion or suggestion 
for filling blanks ranks with the motion to 
amend. Sometimes a resolution is offered 
with a blank which is to be filled by a date, 
a name, or a number. Each member of the 
assembly is at liberty to make one sugge«- 
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tion for the filling of such blank. If a mo- 
tion is made which contains a date, a name, 
or a number, a motion may be made to 
strike out the date, name, or number, thus 
creating a blank, or by common consent 
the assembly may consider that a blank 
exists which may be filled by the word 
which has been struck out or by one of the 
many which may be suggested later. If the 
blank is created by common consent the 
chair should state that the assembly will 
proceed as in fiUing blanks. These sugges- 
tions are unUke amendments, as there is 
no limit to the number of suggestions which 
may be offered, no second is required, and 
the method of voting does not follow the 
general rule that the last motion stated by 
the chair is the first one to be voted upon. 

Incidental Motions. — The seven mo- 
tions classified as incidental take pre- 
cedence of all motions except those class- 
ified as privileged main motions. 

To Suspend a Rule. — The motion to 
suspend a rule is never in order unless prior 
provision has been made for such suspen- 
sion. The motion should be made with ref- 
erence to a particular rule, and not in a 
general way. No organization has power 
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to suspend a provision of its constitution, 
or articles of association, or to suspend any 
rule imposed by a higher authority or by a 
common-law principle, even though such 
rule is embodied in the by-laws. 

The Withdrawal of a Motion. — The mo- 
tion to allow the withdrawal of a motion 
may be made by any member. A motion 
which has been stated by the chair is in the 
possession of the assembly, and if the 
mover wishes to withdraw it from further 
consideration, he addresses the chair and 
says, *^ I ask leave to withdraw my motion.'' 
The presiding officer says, '^f there is no 
objection the member is allowed to with- 
draw the motion.'' If any objection is 
made, the question of allowing withdrawal 
must be put to vote. 

A motion can not be withdrawn after the 
vote upon it has been ordered. 

A member has the right to withdraw his 
motion before it is in possession of the 
assembly, that is, before it has been stated 
by the chair. 

If a principal motion is withdrawn all 
pending motions relating to it are thereby 
withdrawn. 

A member may withdraw the name of one 
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whom he has nominated, and one who has 
been nominated may withdraw his own 
name. 

Reading of Papers. — A motion, or as it is 
generally spoken of, a call, for the reading 
of papers, may be treated similarly to the 
motion to allow the withdrawal of a motion. 
If a member desires to read or have read 
any document written or printed which in 
his opinion would give information on the 
pending motion, it may be read if there is 
no objection. If objection is made, the 
question of reading the paper must be put 
to a vote. This does not apply to the read- 
ing of a communication, report, or resolu- 
tion under consideration. 

It is generally conceded that a paper un- 
der consideration (whether it be a com- 
munication, report, or resolution) may be 
read as many times as necessary to insure 
an intelligent understanding of its contents. 

Time consumed in reading papers does 
not take from time allowed for speaking. 

Division of the Question. — A motion or 
call for a division of the question is often 
granted by unanimous consent, but if such 
consent is not given, a motion that the 
question be divided may be offered. It can 
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only be applied to motions capable of being 
divided into two or more parts, each of 
which might be reasonably adopted in- 
dependently. The motion to divide must 
state what division is intended, otherwise 
it is divided into as many parts as there 
are distinct propositions. If a motion is 
divided the different parts are considered 
and disposed of in turn. 

A division of the question may be called for 
after the previous question has been ordered. 

A motion to strike out and insert can not 
be divided. 

Points of Order. — It is impossible for an 
assembly to transact business in a satis- 
factory manner imless order be preserved. 
The first duty of a presiding officer is to 
establish and maintain order. His duty in 
this regard is not only with reference to the 
order of parUamentary procedure, but to 
the behavior of the members as well. He 
is at Uberty to suspend business if necessary 
to secure order; he may interrupt a mem- 
ber who is speaking if in his opinion such 
member is out of order; or if he wishes the 
member to cease speaking until other mem- 
bers are brought to order. 

If the president does not conduct the 
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business of the assembly according to ac- 
cepted rules, it is the privilege of any mem- 
ber to raise 

A Question of Order. — The question of 
order may relate to something done by the 
presiding officer, as when he entertains a 
motion not in order at that time, or gives 
the floor to a member not rightfully en- 
titled to it. A question of order must be 
raised when the unparliamentary or disr 
orderly proceeding takes place, or it can 
never be raised. Redress may, perhaps, 
afterwards be secured in some way, but not 
by raising a question of order. 

Any member who wishes to call attention 
to any disorder for the sake of having it 
corrected, does so by rising, addressing the 
chair, and saying, without waiting for rec- 
ognition: *^ I rise to a point of order," Any 
member who has the floor when a point of 
order is raised, if he understands the eti- 
quette of parliamentary procedure, will sit 
instantly. The chair should then say: 
''The member will please state his point of 
order." The member must then make a 
clear but brief statement of what in his 
opinion is unparliamentary. He should be 
very sure to make "a point" It is .the 
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province of the presiding officer to make a 
decision with regard to the question of order 
thus raised. If he agrees with the member, 
he replies, "The point is well taken." If 
he does not agree, he replies, "The point is 
not well taken." He may state the reason 
for his decision. Before deciding he may 
ask information of any member or he may 
submit the question of order at once to the 
assembly for decision. If the presiding 
officer decides the question without sub- 
mitting it to the vote of the assembly, any 
member may make 

An Appeal. — An appeal is made from 
the decision of the chair to the higher 
authority, the assembly itself. If the ap- 
peal is seconded, it must then be disposed 
of by the assembly. The presiding officer 
may rise and state his reason for the deci- 
sion given even when the appeal is unde- 
batable, and he need not relinquish his place 
to make such a statement. 

When the appeal is debatable the chair 
speaks first. 

In taking the vote the presiding officer 
says, in effect: "The decision of the chair 
is appealed from. Shall the decision cf the 
chair be sustained?" 
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When the question of order is finally dis- 
posed of, either by the chair or the assem- 
bly, business is resiuned exactly where it 
was interrupted. If the question of order 
which was raised is decided to have been 
well taken, the change necessitated by 
such a decision is made at once. If a mem- 
ber was speaking when the question of 
order was raised, he has the right to resume 
as soon as the question is settled, unless the 
point of order was that he had already used 
the amount of time allowed a member, and 
the point has been decided ''well taken." 
If the point of order was that the member 
was not speaking to the question, or was 
using objectionable language, he would still 
be entitled to resume debate, but not to 
continue that which had been decided out 
of order. 

After an appeal is decided, the chair 
should state the motion then under con- 
sideration in order to prevent any mis- 
understanding. 

An appeal can not be taken from the de- 
cision of the chair on a point of order raised 
while a vote is being taken,, or while an 
appeal or a motion to adjourn is pending. 

To Extend, to Limit, or to Close De- 
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bate. — Unless an organization has adopted 
rules governing debate, any member may 
speak on any debatable motion as many 
times as he can secure the floor and as long, 
as he chooses each time. When any debat- 
ablemotion is imder consideration, amotion 
limiting the number of times a member may 
speak, the length of time he may speak, the 
aggregate time to be used in debate by the 
entire assembly, or fixing the time at which 
debate shall close, is in order. 

When rules governing debate have been 
adopted, these motions are subject to such 
restrictions as pertain to a motion to sus- 
pend a rule. 

They are only in order when a debatable 
motion is under consideration. 

To Provide for the Manner of Voting. — 
A motion to provide for the manner of 
voting may be made at any time prior 
to the taking of a vote. 

These motions have precedence as follows, 
the motion for a viva-voce vote being tht 
lowest in rank and yielding to the others: 

First. Viva voce. 

Second. Division of the house. 

Third. Yeas and nays. 

Fourth. Balloting. 
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Miscellaneous Motions. — In general the 
main motions which come before an as- 
sembly for consideration are peculiar to 
that particular organization, but there are a 
few motions which may be appropriately 
used in any assembly, and, therefore, de-^ 
serve mention here. 

To Receive. — A report or a communica- 
tion from any officer or member of an as- 
sembly is usually received as a matter of 
course when offered without a motion to 
that effect. Should there be any objection 
a vote must be taken to decide whether it 
shall be received or not. 

Commimications from persons not mem- 
bers of a society may or may not be re- 
ceived, as the members decide. 

The member having such a commimica- 
tion in charge may briefly state its charac- 
ter, and the assembly may decide whether 
or not it shall be read. As a matter of cour- 
tesy as well as expediency, the president 
should, if possible, be made acquainted 
with the fact that such a communication 
is to be presented before the time for calling 
the meeting to order. 

To Accept the Report of an officer or com- 
mittee is a motion made immediately after 
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the reading of it, and if carried signifies that 
the report is satisfactory. This motion is 
appropriately applied to a report of a com- 
mittee which has carried out instructions 
from the assembly, or when the purpose is 
to accept the report, and then to take action 
on the recommendations. 

To Adopt the Report. — If a report con- 
tain recommendations, the motion to adopt 
the report is frequently made, and if car- 
ried is equivalent to adopting the recom- 
mendations. Complications are sometimes 
avoided, especially when amendments are 
likely to be offered to the recommendations, 
by first accepting the report and then mak- . 
ing motions on the recommendations. 

To Place on File. — To place on file is 
appUed to a written communication or re- 
port which, having been read, in the opinion 
of the assembly need not receive further 
consideration at the time. 

If the report of an officer or a committee 
is accepted, it must necessarily be either 
placed on file or entered in the minutes, 
even without a motion to that effect, as 
otherwise there would be no copy of the 
reports on which action had been taken. 

To Enter in the Minutes. — The motion 
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that a report or a communication be en« 
tered in the minutes is made to insure the 
insertion of the entire manuscript in the 
records of the society. 

To Spread Upon the Records is the same 
motion as To Enter in the Minutes. It is 
the motion generally used when applied to 
formal resolutions of condolence. 

To Approve the Minutes is the motion by 
which the minutes become the legal record 
of the proceedings of an assembly. The 
minutes of every meeting should be read 
unless each member is supplied with a copy. 
The question is on their approval whether 
a formal motion is made or not. They may 
be amended before being approved, and 
the vote may be reconsidered. 

If at a subsequent meeting an error 
seems to be discovered in minutes which 
have been approved, it is wiser to adopt a 
resolution expressing the sentiment of the 
assembly than to alter the minutes when 
the proceedings are no longer fresh in the 
minds of the members. 

To Expunge from the records is a motion 
sometimes made, but one not to be com- 
mended. If expunging from a permanent 
record is agreed upon, a piece of paper may 
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be pasted over the part to be expunged, or 
it may be crossed out with ink. A mem- 
orandum should then be added showing the 
date when the vote to expunge was taken. 

A society can not legally expimge a cor- 
rect record of proceedings. 

Nominations may be made by any mem- 
ber and are allowable even though nomina- 
tions have been made by a committee, un- 
less a by-law, standing rule, or resolution 
restricts nominations to the committee. 

To Close Nominations. — The motion to 
close nominations, if carried, cuts off fur- 
ther nominations, but as great freedom 
should be allowed in the election of officers, 
an assembly should avoid adopting this 
motion as long as nominations are being 
made in good faith. 

Informal Consideration. — The motion to 
proceed to informal consideration of a prop- 
osition may sometimes be used to advantage 
when the proposition under consideration 
is not in good shape and needs careful 
revision before definite action is taken. 
This motion ranks with the motion to com- 
mit, and if carried, the assembly is practi- 
cally in committee of the whole, the only 
difference being that the presiding officei 
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does not leave the chair. The order of pro- 
cedure during informal consideration is 
the same as in committee of the whole. 
The secretary does not record the motions 
made, but only keeps such memoranda as 
are necessary for subsequent formal con- 
sideration by the assembly. 

To Take from the Tabl^.— To take from 
the table is the motion which is necessary 
to bring before an assembly for considera- 
tion that which was removed from con- 
sideration by the motion to lay on the table. 
It is in order except when it has just been 
defeated, while the assembly is ^till under 
that head in the order of business under 
which the motion to lay on the table was 
made, or under the head of Miscellaneous 
Business, providing that no other motion is 
pending. The motion may be made by 
any member, whether he voted for or 
against la)dng the motion on the table, or 
even if he were not present when the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was voted upon. 

A motion may be taken from the table 
at the same meeting at which it was laid 
on the table or at any subsequent meet- 
ing. 

An affirmative vote on the motion to take 
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from the table brings the main motion and. 
pending amendments before the assembly 
the same as if the motion to lay on the table 
had never been made. Other motions, such 
as the motion to commit or for the previous 
question, which may have been pending 
when the motion to lay on the table was 
carried, receive no furtJier attention. 

It is a general rule that a motion once 
adopted or defeated may be brought once 
again before the assembly by a motion 

To Reconsider a Vote. — This motion is 
applicable only to a vote on a main motion, 
or to the last vote taken if on a motion 
other than a main motion. 

Any desired vote of a series can be 
reached by an afltanative vote on a motion 
to reconsider each subsequent vote taken. 

A motion to reconsider can only be made 
by a member who voted with the prevailing 
side, except in case the vote is taken by 
secret ballot, when any member may move 
to reconsider. 

The motion to reconsider a vote, if car- 
ried, annuls the vote already taken, and 
brings themotion before the assembly again 
for consideration. 

This motion can only be made at the ses- 
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sion at which the vote was taken unless a 
special rule extends the time. 

When there is no special rule extending 
the time, the motion may be made on the 
day the vote is taken and entered in the 
minutes. If that is done the motion to re- 
consider may be voted upon at the first 
subsequent meeting. 

To Reconsider and Have Entered in the 
Minutes. — A motion to reconsider a vote, 
and the request that the motion be entered 
in the minutes, may be made when another 
motion is imder consideration. The vote to 
which reconsideration applies is thereby 
annulled until the motion to reconsider is 
acted upon, or the time within which re- 
consideration is possible has passed. 

Societies having meetings on consecutive 
days generally limit reconsideration to the 
day following that on which the vote was 
taken. A rule very generally adopted is 
that a motion to reconsider a vote shall only 
be allowed at the same or the first subse- 
quent meeting. 

If the motion to lay on the table or the 
motion to adjourn is made and carried 
while the motion to reconsider is pending, 
or if notice of intention to move to recon- 
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sider has been given, the vote which it is 
proposed to reconsider is temporarily an- 
nulled, and if the limit of time elapses be- 
fore the vote on the motion to reconsider 
is taken, the effect is as if it had not been 
suggested. A treasurer will be careful not 
to pay money, the president and secretary 
will refuse to sign a contract until the ex- 
piration of the Umit of time during which a 
reconsideration of the vote ordering such 
action is possible. 

No vote can be reconsidered more than 
once, but if upon reconsideration its form 
IS changed by an amendment, the amended 
motion may be reconsidered. 

A vote is sometimes reconsidered im- 
mediately for the express purpose of pre- 
venting subsequent reconsideration which 
might result in a contrary decision, though 
such action might be considered reprehen- 
sible as subversive of the true object of the 
motion to reconsider. No business need in- 
tervene between a vote and a motion to 
reconsider the vote. 

The motion must clearly state what mo- 
tion is intended, as, *'I move to reconsider 
the vote by which it was decided that seven 
dollars per month be allowed the corre- 
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spending secretary for clerk hire." If no- 
tice is given the secretary of intention to 
move to reconsider, it should be equally 
explicit, as *'I hereby give notice of inten- 
tion to move to reconsider the vote by 
which it was decided that seven dollars 
per month be allowed the corresponding 
secretary for clerk hire." 

The motion to reconsider a vote on any 
debatable motion is debatable, and the 
merits of the motion which it is proposed 
to reconsider may be discussed while the 
motion to reconsider is pending. 

The motion to reconsider the vote on an 
ordinary main motion is debatable, even 
though debate had been closed upon the 
main motion by the ordering of the previous 
question. 

The motion to reconsider a vote on any 
motion other than an ordinary main motion 
may be made after the previous question 
has been ordered, but under such circum- 
stances the motion to reconsider is not 
debatable. 

To Rescind. — A motion may sometimes 
be made to rescind or repeal some previous 
action after the limit of time within which 
reconsideration might have taken place has 
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elapsed. A motion to rescind could of 
course not be made imless it were possible 
to reverse the former action. For instance, 
if , as a result of the action of the assembly, 
a contract had been entered into, to rescind 
the action of the assembly would not annul 
the contract. 

To Ratify. — Sometimes a pre^dent, 
sometimes a board, and occasionally an 
individual member, does something in the 
name of the society for which no author- 
ization had been given. A motion to ratify 
the action, if carried, is the approval of the 
assembly of such action. 

To Go Into Executive Session is a motion 

which is made when the members wish all 

except members to withdraw. When this 

motion is carried, visitors who imderstand 

the significance of the motion will withdraw 

immediately without any further intima- 

•■*'•" "f the wishes of the assembly. The 

iry continues to keep the record of all 

dings during the time the assembly 

IS in executive session. 

Fix the Time of Adjournment. — A 

1 to adjourn at a specified time is a 

late motion though an unusual one. 

the specified time arrives the presid- 
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mg officer may declare the meeting ad- 
journed. 

To Adjourn to a Specified Time is a 
motion which accomplishes by one vote 
the purpose accomplished by the two mo- 
tions, to adjourn and to fix the time to 
which to adjourn. When made in this form 
it is an ordinary main motion and not priv- 
ileged. 

The motions to adhere, to concur, to non- 
concur, to insist, and to recede are only 
used in legislative bodies consisting of two 
branches. 

Form of Motion. — The question always 
is, "Are you in favor of the motion, or are 
you opposed to it?" When a member says, 
"What is the question before the house?" 
he means, "What is the motion now under 
consideration?" In reply to such an in- 
quiry the chair should say, "The question 
is upon the motion" (repeating the mo- 
tion). 

Whenever in parliamentary usage a mo- 
tion is reduced to writing it is presented in 
the form of a resolution. For instance, a 
member says, "I move that the architect 
be instructed to provide for mill construc- 
tion in the plans and specifications for the 



no PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 

new building," but when asked to present 
the motion in writing it appears as follows: 

Offered by : 

Resolved, That the architect be in- 
structed to provide for mill construction in 
the plans and specifications for the new 
building. 

Any main proposition is thus spoken of 
as a resolution. When a . proposition is 
presented in the form of a, resolution, the 
motion is **to adopt the resolution." A 
preamble in one or more paragraphs often 
precedes the resolution, as : 

Whereas, We, the undersigned, depre- 
cate the maintenance and enlargement of 
the standing armies of the world as a men- 
ace to civilization, to culture, -and to relig- 
ious ideals, therefore. 

Resolved, That we hope that nations will 
bind themselves to submit all grievances to 
arbitration and that war as a means of 
settling international disputes will be abol- 
ished. 

Motions Should Be Aflirmative, Not 
Negative. — A motion should be in such 
language that the affirmative vote will be 
in favor of doing something rather than 
in favor of not doing something. For in- 
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stance, a motion that a contract be entered 
into is preferable to the motion that the 
contract be not entered into. 

A motion that the contract be not entered 
into necessitates an affirmative vote (aye) 
from those who are opposed to the contract, 
which tends to misunderstanding and con- 
fusion. 

A motion of the character that delegates 
go uninstructed or that the invitation be 
decUned, although negative in intent, is not 
open to the same objection. 

The motion to amend by inserting the 
word ''not" should never be entertained 
when a negative voteon the original motion 
would have the same effect as the affirma- 
tive vote on the motion with ''not" in- 
serted, for the reason that the proper 
course is to take the affirmative side 
first. 

Formalities in Making Motions. — Cer- 
tain formalities must be observed in mak- 
ing motions. 

The first step necessary is to secure the 
floor. 

To secure the floor a member rises in his 
place, addresses the presiding officer by 
his official title, and waits for recognition* 
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thus mutely requesting the privilege of 
speaking. 

Recognition is the granting of this re- 
quest by the presiding officer, and is usually 
accomplished by speaking the member's 
name. 

If the member is a stranger to the presid- 
ing officer, or if the name is not instantly 
recalled, the member should speak his own 
name. 

When the presiding officer speaks the 
name of the member, he not only gives him 
the floor but makes his name known to the 
assembly, and also gives the secretary nec- 
essary information for the minutes. 

If Two or More Persons Wish the Floor 
at the Same Time, it is the duty of the 
presiding officer to recognize the person 
who first rose and addressed the chair. If 
two or more rise and address the chair 
simultaneously, the chair must decide be- 
tween them, recognizing one who seldom 
asks the privilege of the floor in preference 
to one who frequently secures it. 

The decision of the chair, if deemed in- 
consistent with rules, may be made a ques- 
tion of .order. 

When a member has made a motion he 
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takes his seat, and before the motion can be 
considered another member must secure 
the floor and second the motion. 

The form for making nearly every mo- 
tion is, "I move that," etc., or, "I move 
to," etc. The forms peculiar to certain 
motions will be noted in due time. The form 
for seconding is, " I second the motion." 

After a motion is made and seconded, it 
must be stated by the chair. It is then in 
the possession of the assembly and may be 
discussed, after which the question must be 
put to a vote, unless otherwise disposed of. 
Jhe affirmative and negative votes must 
both be taken, and it is the duty of the 
presiding officer to announce the result. 

The Steps of a Motion. — The different 
steps may be stated briefly as follows: 

Motions are made by a member who has 
the floor. 

Motions are seconded by a member who 
has the floor. 

Motions are stated by the presiding 
officer. 

Motions are discussed by members who 
have the floor. 

Motions are put to vote by the presiding 
officer. 
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The affirmative vote is taken, and also 
the negative vote. 

The result of the vote on every motion 
is declared by the presiding officer. 

Absolute familiarity with the forms of 
offering, seconding, stating, and putting 
motions to vote is essential, yet not one in 
a hundred can go through the simple form 
outlined above without making some mis- 
take. One very common error is to offer 
a motion without first obtaining the floor. 
Another is to address the presiding officer 
by his name instead of by his title. A very 
common error on the part of the presidin§^ 
officer is to habitually omit to take the 
negative vote or to declare the result. 

Many who take pride in years of experi- 
ence as presiding officers have been con- 
firming their, own incorrect habits and 
setting a bad example to others. 

Care must be taken not to confuse the 
terms, stating and putting. They are not 
interchangeable and discrimination is nec- 
essary in their use. 

The motion is stated by the presiding 
officer when he repeats it after it is offered 
and seconded. The form for stating is: 
"It is moved and seconded," etc. 
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The motion is p%U when a vote is to be 
taken. The form used by the United States 
House of Representatives in putting a mo- 
tion to vote is simple and direct, and the 
one in common use. The fifth paragraph 
of Rule I of the House, says, ''He (tiie 
speaker) shall rise to put a question . . . 
and shall put questions in this form, to wit: 
*As many as are in favor (as the question 
may be) say ''aye";' and after the affirma- 
tive voice is expressed, 'As many as are op- 
posed, say "no.''' " 

The presiding officer should always state 
the motion in such a manner that all the 
members of the assembly can hear it. It 
is not sufficient for him to say, "You have 
heard the motion." 

It is not always necessary for the presid- 
ing officer to repeat the motion when 
putting it to vote. - He may use his own 
judgment about doing so, but must repeat 
it or have it read by the secretary if any 
member wishes to hear it again. 

Motions Must Be Written. — The presid- 
ing officer is always at liberty to ask that 
a motion be reduced to writing, and should 
do so whenever he is unable to express 
readily the meaning of the mover, unless 
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the secretary has written it down. The 
assembly does not need to suspend business 
while a member is writing his motion, and 
if while he is thus engaged the order of busi- 
ness is completed and a new order of busi- 
ness was entered upon, under which his 
motion can not be entertained, he may have 
lost the opportunity of presenting the mo- 
tion. 

Members would greatly facilitate the 
transaction of business if they would as far 
as possible have all motions introducing 
new business in writing before obtaining 
the floor. 

Exceptions to General Rules. — The gen- 
eral rules of parUamentary procedure pro- 
vide that no motion can be made without 
a quorum, that any motion duly offered 
by a member must be considered, that a 
member must have the floor to make or to 
second a motion, that every motion before 
being considered must be seconded, that 
every motion may be amended, debated, 
and reconsidered, and that every motion 
may be decided by majority vote; but the 
old saying that there is an exception to 
every rule is abundantly true of these rules. 

These exceptions have been adopted for 
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good and generally obvious reasons. Par- 
liamentarians diflFer slightly in regard to 
those here given, but thev are believed to 
be in accordance with tie principles on 
which parliamentary law is based and also 
with the best practice. 

No Quorum Necessary. — The motions 
which may be made when there is no 
quorum present are: 

To adjourn. 

To fix the time or place to which to ad- 
journ. 

To take a recess. 

The exceptions to the rule that any mo- 
tion duly offered by a member must be 
considered, include motions not within 
the purpose of the organization, and mo- 
tions which the assembly refuses to con- 
sider by raising the 

Question of Consideration. — This ques- 
tion can only be raised on main motions^ 
and is not applicable to the following: 

To adjourn, to rise, or to take a recess. 

To approve minutes. 

To fix the time or place of the next meet- 
ing. 

To fix the time of adjournment. 

Nominations. 
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To reconsider. 

To provide for the manner of voting. 

The Following Motions May Be Made 
While Another Has the Floor : 

A point of order. 

Appealing from the decision of the chair. 

For the order of the day. 

Objecting to consideration. 

Raising a question of privilege. 

Reconsider and have entered in the 
minutes. 

Courtesy requires that a member who 
has the floor should not be interrupted \m- 
less there is real necessity for so doing. 

The Following Are Motions Which Need 
no Second : 

Allowing the withdrawal of a motion. 

A point of order. 

Call for the reading of oapers under con% 
sideration. 

For the division of a question. 

For filling blanks. 

For the order of the day. 

Nominations. 

Objecting to consideration. 

Raising a question of privilege. 

Motions Not Amendable Are : 

Allowing the withdrawal of a motion. 
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An appeal. 

A point of order. 

For filling blanks. 

For leave to speak after disorderly speak- 
ing. 

For leave to speak out of order. 

For the order of the day. 

For the reading of papers. 

For the previous question. 

Nominations. 

Objecting to consideration. 

Raising a question of privilege. 

To accept a report. 

To adjourn or to rise. 

To amend a motion to amend. 

To close nominations. 

To consider a question out of its proper 
order. 

To enter in the minutes. 

To go into executive session. 

To lay on the table. 

To place on file. 

To postpone indefinitely. 

To receive. 

To reconsider a vote. 

To suspend a rule. 

To take from the table. 

Motions Not Debatable Are : 
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Mowing the withdrawal of a motion. 

A point of order. 

An appeal if made while an unde- 
batable motion is pending, or after an 
affirmative vote on the motion for the pre- 
vious question, or if made with reference 
to a question of decorum, to transgression 
of the rules of speaking, or to priority of 
business. 

For leave to speak after disorderly speak- 
ing. 

For leave to speak out of order. 

For the division of the question. 

For the order of the day. 

For the previous question. 

For the reading of papers. 

Objecting to consideration. 

Raising a question of privilege. 

To adjourn, to rise, or to take a recess. 

To close nominations. 

To consider a question out of its proper 
order. 

To extend, to limit, or to close debate. 

To fix the time or place to which to ad- 
journ if made while any other motion is 
pending. 

To go into executive session. 

To lay on the table. 
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To receive a report. 

To reconsider the vote on an undehatable 
motion. 

To suspend a rule. 

To take from the table. 

Can not Be Reconsidered. — The vote on 
the foUowing motions can not be recon- 
sidered: 

An appeal. 

Any motion which has already gone into 
effect. 

For the order of the day. 

Nominations. 

Objecting to consideration. 

To adjourn to a specified time. 

To adjourn or to rise. 

To divide a question. 

To lay on the table if afl^mative. 

To reconsider. 

To take a recess. 

To take from the table if affirmative. 

Require a Two-thirds Vote. — The fol- 
lowing motions require a two-thirds vote: 

For the previous question. 

Objecting to consideration. 

To amend or suspend a rule. 

To consider a question out of its proper 
order. 
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To extend, to limit, or to close debate. 

To make a special order. 

The vote on the question of consideration 
must be a two-thirds vote in the negative to 
prevent consideration. 

A motion requiring a two-thirds vote can 
be amended, if at all, by a majority vote. 
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DEBATE 

"Men are never so likely to settle a question rightly as when 
they discuss it freely." — Macaulay. 

"Strive mightily* 
But eat and drink as friends." 
— Shakespeare. 

Object of Debate. — The debate or dis- 
cussion of a question should be such an 
interchange of views as will enable the 
members of an assembly to arrive at an in- 
telligent understanding of the proposition 
imder consideration before disposing of it. 

When one's mind is fully made up, 
though still open to conviction, one natu- 
rally makes use of the privilege of debate 
for the purpose of persuading others. To 
what extent the members of an assembly 
are thus influenced depends not alone on 
the logic of the arguments offered, but on 
the ability of the speaker to carry convic- 
tion. 

It is the prerogative of every member to 
"strive mightily'' within the prescribed 

123 



124 PARUAMENTARY USAGE 

rules of debate in order to carry his point, 
and if the strife is carried on in the right 
spirit there is little danger that the dis- 
putants will afterward refuse to "eat and 
drink as friends." 

The masterfulness of well-chosen words, 
the power of a well-disciplined mind, the 
charm of a cultivated voice, and the graces 
of oratory are brought into requisition in 
debate. The speaker's own personality is 
often the most potent factor in carrying 
conviction to the minds of his hearers, 
whether he be an orator on the rostrum, 
a lawyer before a jury, or a modest club 
woman who is frightened at the sound of 
her own voice. 

Essentials of Good Debate. — The main 
thing is to have an idea to express, but the 
manner of expressing it is scarcely less im- 
portant. Proficiency in the art of expres- 
sion may be acquired by physical culture, 
which brings all the muscles of the body 
under control, and by elocution studied in 
an intellectual way. 

The member of any assembly who would 
be powerful in debate must be conversant 
with his theme, firm in his own convictions, 
must have a good command of language, 



DEBATE 12$ 

must be fearless of the opposition, and at 
the same time absolutely courteous. He 
may, perhaps, indulge in sarcasm, in quiet 
innuendo, or quick retort, if he has the skill 
to do so, without coming too near the line 
of danger, that of personality. Parliamen- 
tary etiquette decrees that there shall be 
absolutely no personalities in debate. So 
rigid is this ride that it is considered bad 
form to speak the name of a member if he 
can easily be designated in another way. 
The members of an assembly in session are 
to be regarded as of equal rank, and no one 
has a right to indulge in aspersion, or im- 
pugn the motives of another member. 

Difficult as it is for one unaccustomed to 
hear one's own voice to "speak in meet- 
ing," the inexperienced debater often finds 
it more difficult to stop. David's young 
men ''spake and ceased." The lawyer 
must know when to rest his case, and the 
member of an assembly who would make 
his words effective must learn the art of 
stopping at the time when the best impres- 
sion is made. 

Excellent practice for acquiring ability 
to speak may be had by taking part in 
formal debates, which may easily be ar- 
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ranged when several persons are sufficiently 
in earnest to devote a little time to ^uch 
practice. 

A resolution may be agreed upon for de- 
bate, and an equal nxmiber assigned to the 
affirmative and the negative sides of the 
question. The participants shoidd then care- 
fully prepare the arguments, and by frequent 
repetition in private, acquire command of 
the language in which to present them. 

It will add to the interest and zest of the 
occasion if judges are asked to render a 
decision on the merits of the debate. 

Debate, When in Order. — The debate or 
discussion of a motion follows the stating 
of the motion and precedes voting. A mo- 
tion that has been stated but not voted 
upon is said to be in possession of the assem- 
bly. Discussion is never in order unless 
there is a motion in possession of the assem- 
bly, but in societies where but little atten- 
tion is paid to parliamentary law it is often 
indulged in. 

Opportunity for discussion is given when 
the presiding officer says, '^Are there any 
remarks?" but if he omits to use this or any 
similar expression, members are not on that 
account deprived of the privilege of debate. 
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Members should know when debate is in 
order and should rise and address the chair 
if they wish to discuss a motion. 

A member must secure the floor before 
he can take part in the discussion. If two 
or more members rise and address the 
presiding officer simultaneously, he must 
recognize one, and all others must im- 
mediately abide by that decision and take 
their seats, imless one raises the point of 
order that a member other than the one 
recognized by the chair was entitled to rec- 
ognition. In deciding which one to rec- 
ognize, the chair must give the preference 
first to the member whose motion is under 
consideration, unless he has already spoken, 
second to any member who has not spoken 
in preference to one who has, and third he 
should give the preference, as far as he is 
able, to a member whose views are unlike 
those of the preceding speakers. 

In conventions composed of delegates, 
those representing different constituencies 
should be recognized, as delegates from dif- 
ferent local organizations at a state conven- 
tion, or different states at a national con- 
vention. 

A member who remains standing while 
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another is speaking, or who rises before the 
floor is relinquished, or who approaches the 
table of the presidii^ officer in order to 
secure attention, is not only not entitled 
to preference, but is out of order. 

AH remarks should be addressed to the 
presiding officer; members must not talk to 
each other nor ask questions of the presiding 
officer with the expectation that he will 
engage in conversation or enter into debate. 

During the discussion of a motion, and 
while one or two amendments are pending, 
one may with propriety mention an amend- 
ment which he will offer later. 

There are no general parliamentary rules 
limiting the number of times a member 
may speak, or the length of a speech, but 
those who speak several times to the same 
motion are not generally those who exer- 
cise the greatest influence. This may not 
be true in cases where only one or a few 
are informed upon the motion under con- 
sideration. In societies where restriction 
is necessary a special rule should be adopted. 

It is customary to allow the member who 
has offered a motion or presented the report 
of a committee to close the debate — that 
is, to be the last speaker, or to make the 
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concluding argiiment. This gives him an 
opportunity to sirni up and answer all ob- 
jections which may have been brought for- 
ward. 

Objectionable Words. — If a member is 
called to order for objectionable words used 
in debate, the words objected to should be 
taken down at once, presumably by the 
secretary. The words should then be read, 
that the assembly may know the transcript 
is correct. If deemed objectionable by the 
assembly the member should explain, re- 
tract, or apologize. If he fails to do this, 
the assembly may pass a vote of censure, 
or take such action as it sees fit. 

All Motions Not Debatable. — As this is 
a country where the greatest freedom of 
speech is allowed, it might be assumed that 
every motion introduced in an assembly 
could be debated. This is a good general 
rule, especially with reference to main mo- 
tions. The reason that parliamentary rules 
make certain motions undebatable is that 
the actual business of the assembly is not 
advanced by their discussion. If this fact 
is borne in mind it will not be necessary to 
memorize the long list of undebatable mo- 
tions. 
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Another help in remembering what mo- 
tions are not debatable may be found in 
noting the comparatively short list of those 
motions on which full debate is allowed and 
those on which only limited debate is al- 
lowed. 

The statement that motions other than 
main motions admit of full debate means 
that while they are under consideration, 
the full merits of the main motion to which 
they relate may also be discussed. 

Full Debate. — The following motions 
admit of full debate: 

All main motions with few exceptions. 

To commit or refer. 

To postpone indefinitely. 

To reconsider a debatable motion. 

Limited Debate means that discussion 
must be strictly confined to the question 
under immediate consideration. 

The motions upon which only limitec? 
debate is allowed are: 

An appeal from the decision of the chair 

A point of order. 

A question of privilege. 

To amend. 

To make a special order. 

To postpone definitely. 
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VOTING 

« 

''The freeman, casting with unpurchased hand 
The vote that shakes the turrets of the land." 

— Holmes 

Voting in an assembly is the expression 
of opinion on the part of the members either 
in favor of or opposed to a motion sub- 
mitted, or for the selection of one or more 
persons for some position. 

It is generally the duty of every one en- 
titled to vote to exercise that right, but it 
must be considered a matter of honor, as it 
is impossible to compel a person to vote 
who declines to do so. 

A member who has not voted on a par- 
ticular motion can not disclaim responsi- 
bility by saying that he did not vote, as he 
has tacitly aided the prevailing side. 

The vote must always be taken in such a 
way as to leave no doubt as to the intent of 
the voters. 
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Methods of Voting. — The diflferent 
methods of voting in common use are: 

1. By silent assent. 

2. By voices (viva voce). 

3. By division (show of hands or stand- 
ing). 

4. By roll call (yeas and nays). 

5. By balloting. 

The importance of voting renders it nec- 
essary to describe these different methods 
with some degree of minuteness. 

Voting by Silent Assent. — Members vote 
by silent assent whenever the chair assumes 
to declare the wishes of the assembly with- 
out the formality of taking the vote, as when 
the chair says, "It is so ordered." This 
method is generally used in approving the 
minutes. . After the minutes are read the 
presiding officer says, "Are there any cor- 
rections?" After waiting a moment, he 
adds, "If not, they stand approved as read. 
They are approved." The statement, " they 
are approved," is the declaration of the re- 
sult of the vote which has been taken by 
silent assent. 

The same method is often employed 
when a motion is made which is so much a 
matter of course that the presiding officer 
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seeks to save time by at once declaring the 
result. For illustration, a communication 
is read to a society and a motion is made 
that it be referred to a certain committee. 
If it is the custom of the society to refer 
communications of this character to this 
particular committee, the president may 
say, '*If there is no objection, it is so or- 
dered." If any one objects, this statement 
counts for nothing, is not recorded, the 
motion takes the usual course, and a formal 
vote is taken. 

Voting by Voices (viva voce) is the quick- 
est and simplest way of taking a. formal 
vote, and for that reason should be used 
when it will meet all requirements, in pref- 
erence to any other. 

When the assembly is ready to vote, the 
presiding officer says in substance, *' Those 
in favor of the motion will please say 'aye,' " 
and immediately after the response is given 
he says, "Those opposed will please say 
'no.' " This is generally abbreviated to 
''Those opposed, 'no.' " 

The chair should avoid instructing mem- 
bers to vote "by the usual sign," unless 
some sign has been adopted for that par- 
ticular organization. 
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Having already stated the motion, he 
need not now repeat it unless requested to 
do so. It seems more complimentary to 
the inteUigence of an assembly not to re- 
peat the motion when putting the question 
to vote, but rather to assume that the mem- 
bers have been giving strict attention to 
the business before them, and that they 
have the mental capacity to retain the 
motion from the time it is stated until it is 
voted upon. 

If the preponderance of votes seems to 
be in the affirmative, the chairman thei< 
declares the result of the vote by saying 
"The motion is carried," or "The motion 
prevails"; or if in the negative by saying, 
"The motion is lost," or by an equivalent 
expression. 

When Vote Is in Doubt. — If he is in 
doubt which side had more votes, he should 
say, "The chair is in doubt," and then take 
the vote again. The viva-voce vote may be 
repeated at this point, or the vote may be 
taken in some other way. 

■"■ ' member thinks the decision of the 
:orrect, he should immediately rise, 
the chair, and say, "I call for a 
of the house." This is a request 
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that the vote be taken again, and should 
always be heeded. 

Voting by Division of the Assecibly con- 
sumes a little more time than the viva-voce 
vote, but it has the advantage of accuracy, 
which the latter method sometimes lacks. 
The form of putting the question to vote 
is the same, except that the chair says, 
"raise the right hand, " or *' stand," instead 
of " say aye," or " say no." Either the sec- 
retary or tellers appointed for the purpose 
should count the votes and report to the 
chair. If the assembly is large, tellers are 
necessary. 

Voting by Roll Call.— When the vote is 
taken by roU call the chair says, "Those in 
favor of the motion will say *aye,' those 
opposed 'no,' the secretary will call the 
roll." The names on an alphabetical list of 
the members entitled to vote are then called 
by the secretary, each member responds 
"aye" or "no" as his name is called, and 
the secretary marks the roll accordingly. 

This is the way to take the vote when a 
record is to be kept of the vote of each 
member. 

Marking the Roll. — Any convenient 
method of marking the roll may be used. 



13^ 
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The way usually recommended is to put 
the figure i in the column for the affirma- 
tive vote opposite the name of the first one 
voting aye, and also in the column for the 
negative vote opposite the name of the first 
one voting no, the figure 2 in the proper 
column opposite the name of the second 
person voting either aye or no, and so on, 
so that the last figure in each column will 
show the total vote on the respective sides. 

If the membership is large, calling the 
yeas and nays of necessity consumes much 
time, and the quickest method of marking 
the roll is the one to be sought and adopted. 
The form given below has been adopted 



Adams, John . . 

AdAMBi JOlItf QUIMOY 

Harrison, Wm. H. 
Jackcon^ Andhdw 
Jefferson, Thomas 
Madicon^ Jameg . 
Monroe, James . 
Van Buren, Martin 
Wabhinctomi Georod 
President . . . 



•mvf^ 
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by some secretaries in preference to the 
one just described, because of the rapidity 
with which the vote can be taken. 

This roll, arranged for a society com- 
posed of ten members, shows that four were 
absent when the vote here recorded was 
taken, that one was excused from voting, 
that three voted in the afltonative, and two 
in the negative. 

The secretary first drew a line through 
the names of those not present. Then he 
called the names of those present and put a 
mark in the proper coliunn opposite the 
name of each one voting and an X opposite 
the name of the one excused. After finish- 
ing the roll call, he added the nmnber of 
marks in each column and set the result at 
the bottom. 

Excused from Voting. — A member may, 
when his name is called, ask to be excused 
from voting, or he may rise and explain 
why he votes in the affirmative or in the 
negative, but he has no right to discuss the 
vmerits of the motion being voted upon un- 
der guise of explaining his vote. 

At the request of the chair, or of any 
member, the secretary should read the 
names of those who voted in the affirmative. 
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and afterwards the names of those who voted 
in the negative, that any mistake may be 
corrected. It is the duty of the secretary to 
report the result of the vote to the presiding 
officer, and the duty of that officer xo an- 
nounce the result of this as of every vote. 
He is, however, at liberty to depute the sec- 
retary or a teller to make the announcement. 

A Member May Change His Vote from 
"aye" to "no," or from "no" to "aye" 
before the result is announced by the chair. 
Sometimes a member does this to put him- 
self on the prevailing side, that he may 
subsequently move reconsideration. 

When voting is by ballot, a change can 
not be made. 

Voting by Ballot. — The advantage of 
voting by ballot is that of secrecy. 

In voting upon applications of persons 
for membership, printed or written ballots 
may be used, on which each member makes 
a cross (X) to indicate his vote. 

SAMPLE BALLOT 



Yes 




No 
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A more convenient way is to use one of 
the boxes which are manufactured ex- 
pressly for that purpose. 

The person who passes the box should 
raise the lid of each compartment in turn 
and hold the box so that the president can 
see into that compartment. It is not neces- 
sary that the person who passes the box 
should examine the compartments, but tie 
president at least must ^ow that one com- 
partment holds both black and white balls 
and that the other is empty when voting 
begins. 

The box should be so held that each mem- 
ber may vote without allowing others to 
see whether he deposits a white ball or a 
black ball. This is generally accomplished 
by holding the box so high that members 
must rise to vote. In addition to this the 
box may rest on the shoulder 
who is in charge, and he may 
with his back to the voter. 

Instead of having the box pas 
be placed on a table and the me 
go to the table and vote. 

When there are two or mor 
applicants for election, they mf 
upon collectively, but a member 
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to cast a negative vote against any one ap- 
plicant should do so the same as if that 
name were the only one under consideration. 

If in that case enough negative votes are 
cast to defeat the election of any one, were 
he the only candidate, the names must be 
taken singly, or such a division of the names 
agreed upon as will insure to every appli- 
cant all possible opportunity of being 
elected. 

The custom of electing officers by ballot 
is almost universal, though not obligatory, 
unless made so by an incorporating statute 
or by rules adopted by the organization. 

Ballots may be cast for one officer, the 
ballots counted, and the report made before 
balloting for another officer, or the votes 
for all officers to be elected may be written 
on one ticket. The latter is much the 
shorter method. 

A motion that the secretary be instructed 
to cast the ballot for a certain officer should 
never be entertained if the constitution of 
the society or the state law under which it 
is incorporated requires elections to be by 
ballot, since, if carried, it would to all in- 
tents and purposes be an election by viva- 
voce vote. 
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Answers to the following and other simi- 
lar questions which naturally arise should 
be agreed upon before the day on which 
voting is to take place in order to avoid 
delay and confusion at time of voting: 
Shall nominations be made from the floor 
only? Shall there be a nominating com- 
mittee? Shall nominations be made a suf- 
flcient length of time before balloting to 
have names of all nominees printed on the 
ballots? Shall officers be voted for one at 
a time or all on one ballot? Shall ballots 
be distributed and collected or shall mem- 
bers vote by depositing their ballots in a 
box after having given their names to some 
one in charge of a Hst of those entitled to 
vote? If ballots are distributed and col- 
lected, how shall those entitled to vote be 
separated from others in the audience? 

Ballots furnished the mt ' ' ' ' ' 

uniform, whether blank 
names are to be written, o 
the names of nominees hi 
or written. 

Ballots need not be f< 
organization has adopted 
that effect, and much ti 
counting when ballots are 
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When several persons are to be elected to 
the same position, as members of a com- 
mittee, delegates to a convention, or trus- 
tees of an organization, each voter should 
write upon one piece of paper as many 
names as there are persons to be elected. 

If the ballots are printed, the names of 
all nominees appear on the ballot, and the 
voter indicates his choice by making a 
cross opposite as many names as there are 
persons to be elected. 

When the number of voters is large and 
several officers are to be elected, it is very 
desirable that nominations should be made 
in time to have ballots printed. Blank 
spaces should be left at the end of each 
list of nominees for different offices, in 
which the voter may write the name of any 
person not printed on the ballot for whom 
he wishes to vote for such office. 

Arrangements may be made to have the 
voting in rooms apart from those in which 
the meetings are held. There may also be 
several polls (voting places), each one in 
charge of at least two tellers and all 
under the supervision of a competent 
chairman. 

If there is more than one voting place. 
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«ach voter must be assigned to a particular 
poll, according to some pre-arranged plan. 
The division may be made alphabetically 
by names, or in a state or national conven- 
tion by states or towns. 

A list of the voters assigned to each poll 
must be given to those in charge of that 
poll, and the name of each voter must be 
checked when the vote is cast. 

In counting ballots, the chairman of the 
tellers should. have a well-matured plan, 
and all tellers should follow directions ex- 
plicitly. 

The work will be greatly facilitated by 
having several alphabetical lists of all 
nominees for each office prepared in ad- 
vance. 

The ballots may be removed from all the 
boxes and separated into sets of an equal 
number, say twenty-five in each set, 

Two or three tellers i 
gather counting one set 
teller may read aloud th 
ballot of the set, and ani 
grouping the count intc 
venience in summing up. 

The tally sheet will loo 
this' 
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For President. 

Hoyt IHll 6 

J.ocke imlHl lo 

Sheldon IHilil 8 

Blank . . . r . . i . . i 

Total i . • • . . 23 

If nominations have been made by a 
committee and only one member has been 
nominated for each office, or if for any 
other reason there is a probability that a 
large nimiber of ballots are alike, it may 
be a saving of time to first sort the ballots 
into two sets, putting those together which 
are uniform. The necessity of calhng the 
names and keeping tally of the single votes 
on these ballots will thus be obviated. 

The greatest possible care is necessary 
in counting ballots. A blank ballot, or a 
ballot containing more votes for any office 
than the number of persons to be elected to 
that office, must be considered an illegal 
ballot for that particular office, and is not 
to be taken into consideration in deter- 
mining the number necessary for a choice. 
Such ballots may be valuable in showing 
the number present when the vote was 
taken. A ballot cast for a person not in 
nomination is not an illegal ballot, and 
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should a person who has not been nomi- 
nated receive enough votes to constitute an 
election he would be declared elected, un- 
less by special rule eligibility is restricted 
to nominees. 

When several persons are to be elected 
to the same position, credit must be given 
each person whose name appears on a 
ballot containing fewer names than the 
number to be elected, and a record kept 
of blanks created by the failure to vote 
for the full number. If a name appears 
twice for one oflSice, credit must be given 
for only one vote, and the other vote must 
be credited in the record of blanks. . 

The whole number of ballots cast, multi- 
plied by the number of persons to be 
elected, will equal the total number of 
votes cast for all candidates added to the 
number of blanks. 

This is a test for determining the accu- 
racy of the count. Like the trial balance 
of the bookkeeper, the report of the tellers 
should prove its own accuracy. 

For example, if there are seven officer? 
and five directors to be elected, and if there 
are at least twice as many candidates, the 
votes will be distributed among at least 
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twenty-four persons. The report should 
show how many votes were cast for each 
candidate, and the total number of votes 
will be equal to twelve times the niunber of 
voters. 

Suppose that there were twenty-five 
voters. The report will show a total of 
twelve times twenty-five, or three hundred 
votes, of which there will be twenty-five 
for each of the seven officers, and one hun- 
dred and twenty-five for directors. 

Suppose that there were one hundred and 
fifty voters, and that the ballots have been 
divided into sets of twenty-five each. The 
report of the vote on each set of twenty-five 
ballots will be something Kke the following: 

(The report in detail of only the vote for 
a president and for the directors will be 
given, as that is sufficient to show the 
form.) 

REPORT OF TWENTY-FIVE BALLOTS, 
Counted by Thomas Brown and John Nolan, 

For President. 

Hoyt, David, received 6 

Locke, Ebenezer " lo 

Sheldon, John " 8 

Blank i 

Total 2$ 
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Total for First Vice-President as 

Total for Second Vice-President 3$ 

Total for Recording Secretary 35 

Total for Corresponding Secretary as 

Total for Financial Secretary 35 

Total £or Treasurer 3S 

Total for officers. 175 

For Directors. 

Bartlett, Robert, received 6 

Clark, Joseph " 11 

Field, Zachariah " 4 

Foote, Nathaniel " ai 

Hamilton, Silas " 34 

Hoyt, Jonathan " 30 

Locke, William " 18 

Scott, John " 3 

Todd, Samuel " o 

Warren, Daniel " 11 

BUnks 8 

Total (or directors 115 

Total number of votes 300 

The six sets of twenty-five ballots each 
will next be tabulated, 
alphabetical order, and 
1 50 votes for each offi 
for all offices, and 750 : 
of 1,800 votes. 

Tie tabulated repor 
for president and direi 
following fonn; 
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FOR PRESroENT 



Hoyt, D. 


.| .| s| .0 


4 


7 


34 


Locke, E. 


8 


>3 


6 


■s. 


16 


.a 


89 


Morse 


I 




I 


Sheldon 


3 


6 


'3 


Blanks 


■ 




r 




I 




3 


T«„l 


" 




-5 


as 


»S 


»S 


ISO 



Bartlett 


6 


3 


-l 


~ 




10 


»s 


Clark 


II 


14 


10 


13 


IS 


10 


73 


Field 


4 


S 


3 






s 


^4 


Foote 


2. 


^S 


20 


=4 


19 


»4 


133 


Hamilton 


U 


20 


18 


2. 


21 


18 


122 


Hoyt, J. 


20 


s 


20 


!3 


IS 


18 


104 


Locke. W. 


iS 


10 


14 




16 


11 


77 


Scott 


2 


18 


17 


.2 


14 


II 


74 


Todd 




s 


3 




» 


2 


13 


Warren 


II 


17 


14 


II 


16 


I;- 




Blanks 


8 




6 




2 






Total 


125 


I2S 


'=S 


"S 


'?S 


I! 
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The totals, 150 and 750, are the sums of 
the horizontal row of figures as well as of 
the vertical column. 

The final report is arranged numericaUy 
and signed by all the tellers, as : 

To the 

Your tellers respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report of ballots cast: 

First Ballot for President. 

Whole number of ballots cast 150 

Whole number of valid ballots cast . 147 

Necessary to a choice 74 

Samuel Morse received i 

John Sheldon " 23 

David Hoyt " 34 

Ebenezer Locke " 89 

Total 147 

First Ballot for Directors. 

Whole number of ballots cast 150 

Necessary to a choice 76 

Samuel Todd received 13 

Zachariah Field " 24 



ISO 
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Robert Bartlett received . 
Joseph Clark 
John Scott 
William Locke 
Daniel Warren 
Jonathan Hoy t 
Silas Hamilton 
Nathaniel Foote 
Blanks 



25 
73 
74 

77 

8i 

104 
122 

133 



726 
24 



Total 750 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Gilbert, 
John Nolan, 
Thomas Brown, 
David Meads. 

The whole number of ballots cast (150) 
multipUed by the number of directors to 
be elected (5) equals 750, and the total 
number of votes cast for the ten candidates 
(726) added to the nimiber of blanks (24) 
also equals 750. 

It is immaterial whether the person re- 
ceiving the highest or the lowest number of 
votes be entered first on the list, but the 
vrangement should be systematic. 



It is possible in electing several persons 
to the same position that the necessary 
number will not receive a majority of all 
votes cast. 

In that ;vent those who have received a 
majority should be declared elected and 
another ballot taken. 

It is also possible that more than the 
necessary number will have received a 
majority. To avoid balloting until the 
votes are sufficiently concentrated, so that 
only the necessary number shall have re- 
ceived a majority, and to avoid the seeming 
injustice of ruling that those receiving the 
highest number are elected, thus declaring 
that one who has received the requisite 
number to elect is nevertheless not elected, 
there should be a provision in the by-laws 
or in standing rules to the effect that if 
more than the requisite number receive 
a majority, those receiving the highest 
number shall be declared elected. 
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PREFERENTIAL VOTING 

While there are numerous methods of 
preferential voting, the two chief methods 
or types are the preferential ballot and 
the single transferable vote. All other 
forms are merely modifications of these, or 
are entirely inapplicable to voting in organ- 
izations. 

By the system of preferential voting, 
each voter has the privilege of marking his 
ballot so as to indicate not only his first 
choice of candidate for an office, but his 
second choice and any and all other choices 
as well. 

Nominations may be made in any man- 
ner determined upon by the organization, 
generally by petition of any given number, 
say ten. These petitions must be filed with 
the secretary, or some one designated to 
receive such petitions, a given number of 
days before the day on which voting is to 
take place. 

The ballot contains the names of all 
nominees alphabetically arranged in a col- 
umn at the left of the ticket. 

The Preferential Ballot. — Instead of one 
column for crosses indicating the one choice 
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of the voter, as in the ordinary Australian 
system of voting, three columns are pro- 
vided, headed respectively "first choice," 
"second choice," and "other choices." 



SAMPLE BALLOT FOR PRESIDENT 


NAMES 
President - 


SSL 


S«ond 
choice 


choices 


David Hoyt 








Ebenezer Locke. . . . 








John Sheldon 









The voter places a cross (X) in the first 
column after the name of his first choice 
for that office, and in the second column 
after the name of his second choice. If 
there are other nominees which are accept- 
able, a cross is pla'"P'l aftpr all cnrh in thp 
third column. B; 
a cross in any col 
nominee, the vote: 
nominee is not act 
voter not only the 
all whom he consid 
all whom he consi 
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The exercise of the voter's privilege in 
indicating his second and other choices will 
generally result in the election of officers 
acceptable to a majority. 

The voter must not mark more than one 
choice for the same candidate. If this is 
done, only the first of such choices is 
counted; the ballot is not invalidated. 

In counting the ballots, the votes for 
each office in the first column are counted 
first, and if one receives a majority of all 
votes cast he is elected, and no attention is 
paid to the second and other choices. 

If for any office no candidate receives 
a majority of first choices, the second 
choices of each candidate for that office 
are added to his first-choice totals. If by 
this means one candidate has a majority of 
the total number of vaUd ballots, whether 
as first-choice or second-choice votes, he 
is declared elected. But if no candidate 
has received such a majority, then the 
votes in the third column are added to the 
preceding totals. If still no candidate re- 
ceives a majority, then the one receiving 
the highest number of votes is declared 
elected, being the one whom the largest 
number of voters considers acceptable. 
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Another method of preparing and count- 
ing ballots by the preferential system is as 
follows : 

The Single Transferable Vote.— Instead 
of marking the columns at the right of the 
names, "first choice," "second choice," and 
"other choices," they may be headed, 
"first choice," "second choice," "third 
choice," etc., or there may be only one 
colomn in which the voter marks his pref- 
erence by the figures i, 2, 3, etc. 

In counting th£( ballots, the first-choice 
votes are counted first, and if one nominee 
receives a majority of all votes cast, he is 
elected. 

If no candidate receives a majority of first 
choices, the one whohasthesmailest number 
of first choices is declared out of the count, 
aifd his ballots are transferred and credited 
to such of the remaining candidates as are 
marked as the second choice on these ballots. 

If there are only three candidates, there 
will be now either a majority or a tie. 

If there are 
and none has 
having the sm 
and his ballo 
described. 
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This process is continued until one can- 
didate is shown to have a majority, or only 
two candidates remain. 

A tie is decided in favor of the one having 
the greatest number of original first-choice 
votes. If the number of original first- 
choice votes is the same, then the greatest 
number of original second-choice votes de- 
cides. As a last resort, a tie is decided by 
lot. 

Each set of ballots received should be put 
into an envelope or box provided for tiat 
purpose, and carefully preserved until there 
is no probabiUty that a recount will be 
necessary. 

The President's Vote. — The president 
has the same right to vote that any other 
member of the society has, but on a viva- 
voce vote he seldom avails himself of the 
right, even in case of a tie. When the vote 
is by roll call, he gives his vote last of all. 
When the vote is by ballot, his vote is 
deposited with the votes of the other mem- 
bers. 

The statement is frequently made that 
the president must vote in case of a tie. 
This is not true. He may vote whether 
his vote would change the result or not. 



He is not compelled to vote whether his 
vote would change the result or not. If 
the vote is a tie on a motion which requires 
a majority vote, the negative vote of the 
chair would not affect the result, and 
though he may favor the affirmative side 
of the question, and has the power to make 
the decision, he may prefer to leave thT 
responsibility with the assembly. 

Voting by Proxy.— Societies have no 
right to allow proxy voting, unless special 
provision is made for it. 

The rule in all national, state, and muni- 
cipal elections is that votes must be given 
>n person. 

In stock corporations the control lies 
with a majority of shares of stock, and not 
with a majority of stockholders. In meet- 
ings of stockholders, it is a common prac- 
tice to vote by proxy the stock of absent 
stockholders. 

Voting on a Series of Paragraphs. — 
When resolutions containing two or more 
paragraphs are submitted to an assembly 
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The paragraphs should then be consid- 
ered seriatim. The presiding oflBicer should 
read the first resolution, or the first para- 
graph of the first resolution, if it contains 
more than one, and give opportunity for 
discussion. Any of the various motions to 
amend may be made and voted upon with 
reference to this single paragraph. A single 
word may be changed, the entire paragraph 
may be stricken out, or an entirely new 
one substituted. The next paragraph 
should then be considered in the same 
manner. 

After all the paragraphs have thus re- 
ceived attention, motions may be made to 
amend any part of the series, or any vote 
which has been taken to amend may be 
reconsidered. The motion to adopt the 
resolutions, which was made when they 
were first read, is not voted on imtil all 
desired changes have been made. 

If the resolutions are preceded by a pre- 
amble, and the resolutions are adopted, the 
paragraphs in the preamble should then be 
treated in the same manner. If the resolu- 
tions are not adopted, there can be no occa- 
sion for considering the preamble. 

The articles and sections of a constitu- 
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tion and by-laws constitute a series of para- 
graphs. 

A motion to adopt a constitution when 
a society is being organized is treated in 
the same manner as the motion that reso- 
lutions be adopted. 

When a general revision of a constitution 
or by-laws has been submitted, the motion 
to bring the proposed revision before the 
assembly for consideration is in eflfect that 
the constitution (or by-laws as the case 
may be) now in force be amended by sub- 
stituting the constitution or by-laws pre- 
sented. 

This is a main motion, and after the 
articles and sections have been considered 
in regular order, and opportunity has been 
given to offer amendments, the vote is 
taken on the main motion. 

There need be no motion that the ar- 
ticles be considered seriatim, as they are 
considered seriatim without a motion. 

Several amendments may be proposed 
to a constitution or by-laws, but unless they 
constitute a general revision, each of the 
separate motions to amend is a main mo- 
tion. 

A vote to amend constitution or by-laws 
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takes e£Fect immediately, unless otherwise 
ordered. 

Voting to Fm Blanks.— The method of 
voting to fill blanks is pecuUar to itself. 
Voting is not in order until all suggestions 
for filling the blank have been made. If 
the blank is to be filled by a number, the 
vote is sometimes taken first on the largest 
number proposed, then the next to the 
largest, and so on until a majority vote is 
reached, and sometimes the vote is taken 
first on the smallest number proceeding 
toward the largest until a majority vote is 
reached. The character of the motion must 
determine at which extreme voting should 
properly begin. A general rule is to begin 
at that extreme which if negatived does not 
prevent one from consistently voting in 
favor of the next number. 

If the question is on appropriating a sum 
of money, or a similar proposition, the 
larger including the smaller, begin with the 
greatest sum. If the question is on selling 
something, or a question where the smaller 
includes the greater, begin with the smallest 
sum. 

If the blank is to be filled by a name or a 
date, the vote may be taken by roll call, 
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to which each member responds by giving 
his preference, or it may be taken by ballot. 
When the blank is filled a separate vote 
must be taken upon the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Quorum Necessary. — No vote can ever 
be legally taken, except on the three mo- 
tions mentioned in chapter five as excep- 
tions, unless there is a quorum present at 
the time. By a quorum is meant the num- 
ber necessary for the transaction of busi- 
ness. If there is no special provision to 
the contrary, a majority of the entire mem- 
bership of an organization is necesary to 
constitute a quorum. 

A quorum being present, the number of 
votes necessary to carry a motion must be 
kept in mind whenever a vote is taken. 

Majority, Plurality, and Two-thirds Vote. 
— By majority vote is meant a majority 
(more than half) of all votes cast, but by 
special provision it may mean a majority of 
the entire membership, or a majority of 
those present. Suppose a society had one 
hundred members. The smallest number 
according to common parliamentary law 
which could transact business is then fifty- 
one. Suppose, then, only fifty-one mem- 
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bers were present. A motion which by- 
special provision required a majority vote 
of the entire membership woidd be lost 
even if fifty voted in favor of it. A motion 
which by special provision required a 
majority vote of those present would not be 
lost if only twenty-six voted for it. But a 
motion which required only a majority vote 
would not be lost if only one person voted 
in favor of it, providing no one voted 
against it. 

The term plurality means the greatest 
of three or more numbers. In elections it 
means the number by which the votes cast 
for the candidate who receives the greatest 
number exceed the votes cast for the candi- 
date who receives the next greatest number, 
when there are more than two candidates 
and no one candidate receives a majority of 
the votes. 

To illustrate the difference between a 
majority and a plurality vote, suppose that 
one hundred legal votes were cast. If a 
majority of all votes cast were necessary to 
constitute an election, there would be no 
election until one candidate received at 
least fifty-one votes. If a plurality vote 
constitutes an election, it would be possible 
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for each one of ninety-eight candidates to 
receive one vote, and for one candidate to 
be elected by two votes. 

By a two-thirds vote is simply meant 
that twice as many members vote on one 
side as on the other. This may also be 
modified to mean two thirds of those pres- 
ent, or two thirds of the entire member- 
ship. 

Tie Vote. — If an equal number vote in 
the afcmative and the negative, making a 
tie vote, a motion is declared lost, on the 
principle that it requires at least a majority 
to carry a motion. The only exception to 
this rulp is that a tie vote on an appeal sus- 
tains the chair. 



VIII 
MEETINGS 

^ *' Oh. that a man might know 

The end of this day's business ere it comet 
But it sufficeth that the day will end, 
And then the end is known." — Shakespeare. 

Different Kinds of Meetings. — Meetings 
of an organized society are either regular, 
special, or annual, or an adjournment of 
one of these. 

Regular Meetings. — At a regular meet- 
ing a society is competent to transact any 
business which comes within the scope of 
the purpose and power of the organization, 
except that which by its own rules or by 
statute can only be transacted at an annual 
meeting. 

It is an almost universal custom to re- 
strict the changing of a constitution to the 
annual meeting, and very freC[uently the 
same limitation is made regarding by-laws. 

Special Meetings. — At a special meeting 
no business can be transacted except that 
which is specified in the call for the meeting, 
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Even the minutes of a preceding meeting 
<:an not be approved unless notice of inten- 
tion to do so was mentioned in the call. 

The call for a special meeting is addressed 
to the officer whose dutv it is to send no- 
tices for the meeting, and signed by the 
member or members who issue the call in 
accordance with the rules of the organiza- 
tion. 

The first thing to be done at a special 
meeting after ascertaining that a quorum is 
present is to read the call for the meeting. 
The business included in the call is then 
generally taken up in the order in which it 
is mentioned in the call! 

Adjourned Meetings. — An adjourned 
regular, adjourned special, or adjourned 
annual meeting is simply a continuation of 
the meeting itself, and any business which 
was in order at the meeting is in order at 
any adjournment thereof. 

Annual Meetings. — The annual meet- 
ings of societies wliich hold regular meetings 
through the year do not differ materially 
from regular meetings, except that they are 
generally somewhat more formal and the 
order of exercises is different, including 
annual reports and election of officers. 
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A custom somewhat prevalent in woihen^s 
societies, that of the president's leaving the 
chair during the election of her successor, is 
not to be commended. There is no time 
when the society needs the guidance of an ex- 
perienced presiding officer more than during 
the election of officers. 

The annual meeting if held on the day of 
a regular meeting is also a regular meeting. 
If business which can only be trans- 
acted at an annual meeting is not com- 
pleted on that day, the annual meeting 
may be adjourned to any other day, even 
the day of a subsequent regular meeting. 
The minutes of the preceding regular meet- 
ing may be read. at the annual meeting, and 
the minutes of the annual meeting may be 
read at the succeeding regular meeting. 

Many corporations, whether organized 
for pecuniary profit or for any other pur- 
pose, hold but one meeting a year, at 
which time a Board of Directors is ele<ited, 
which has power to conduct the affairs of 
the corporation. 

State and national organizations which 
hold only an annual or a biennal meeting 
must of necessity pursue the same course. 

Such governing board, by whatever name 
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it is called, is restricted in its power by an 
incorporating statute; by the articles of 
incorporation; by the by-laws and resolu- 
tions which have been adopted by the 
corporation, if the organization is incorpo- 
rated, and by the constitution, the by-laws, 
and resolutions adopted, if the organization 
is not incorporated. 

Conventions. — The annual or biennial 
meetings of those organizations which do 
not meet, more frequently are generally 
called conventions, especially if they are 
composed of delegates from constituent 
societies. 

Delegates and Credentials. — If these 
state and national organizations are com- 
posed of other societies which send dele- 
gates, a committee on credentials is needed. 
The by-laws may provide for a committee 
on credentials, but if such provision is not 
made, the managing board must consider 
the appointment of such a committee to be 
within its province. 

The question sometimes arises as to 
whether the members of the committee 
on credentials and similar committees 
should be members of the convention. 
It seems reasonable to assume that one 
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who is to report to a body, especially on 
a subject of so much importance as the 
work of a conmiittee on credentials, should 
be a member of the body. If it is true 
that part of the members of such com- 
mittees serve only in a clerical capacity, 
that might justify the appointment of 
those not members of the body for the 
clerical part of the work. Members of 
constituent societies could be very properly 
asked to attend to preliminary work in 
connection with the duties of such com- 
mittees. If these members become dele- 
gates they could then be formally ap- 
pointed, and if not it would be expected 
that they should turn over their work to 
the committee. 

Blank credentials should be sent to 
every society which is a component part of 
the general society, to be filled out and 
presented in person by the chosen repre- 
sentatives. 

The following form, or one equally ex- 
plicit, should be used: 



This is to certify that the bearer,- 
— — is a delegate from- 



19- 
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to the sixth annual convention of 

The Pioneer Workers of the World. 

, President. 

, Secretary. 

Approved: 

Chairman Committee on Credentials. 

The degree of importance attached to the 
necessity of having an absolutely accurate 
list of delegates will largely delermine the 
method by which the list is secured. 

The requirements of most societies will 
be met by having the credential committee 
examine all credentials presented, and give 
to each delegate whose credentials are ap- 
proved by the committee such badge or 
ticket as may have been previously deter- 
mined upon. Those delegates whose cre- 
dentials have been approved immediately 
become the voting body. 

Where some ceremony is observed in 
opening the meeting, the report of the cre- 
dential committee should be heard as 
promptly as is consistent with the formali- 
ties of the occasion. If the names of dele- 
gates are to be printed at once, it is not 
usually necessary that the time of the 
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convention be taken up by having the 
names read of those whose credentials are 
approved by the committee, but the coni- 
mittee should report each case where cre- 
dentials were not approved, and receive 
instructions from the body. The printed 
list may be corrected after it is in the 
hands of the delegates. 

Eligibility of a Delegate. — Sometimes the 
eligibility of a delegate whose credentials 
are approve*! by the committee is called in 
question by the assembly. In that case he 
should take no part in any business until 
the question is settled. 

The Printed Program is generally distrib- 
uted before the first session is called to 
order, but it should be formally presented 
by the program committee (it need not be 
read) and adopted with or without amend- 
ments as the order of business for the meet- 
ing. 

Annual meetings often continue through 
more than one day, with one, two, or three 
daily sessions. It is desirable that at the 
beginning of each session the minutes of 
the preceding session be read and approved, 
or that at the first session of each day 
the minutes of the preceding day be read. 
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The minutes of the final session should be 
read and approved before adjournment. 

The Motion to Adjourn made at any ex- 
cept the final session of an annual meeting, 
as provided for in the program adopted, is 
practically a motion "to adjourn to a spec- 
ified time," that is, the time mentioned in 
the program for the next session, and must 
be understood as such. 

The Election of Officers ought not to be 
the weariness of the flesh it so often proves. 
First, a competent board of tellers should 
be appointed, with a chairman especially 
qualified for directing the work. 

Tellers. — The assembly has the power to 
appoint tellers, but frequently delegates 
this power to the presiding officer. If such 
is the established custom, the president 
may notify certain members in advance 
of his intention to appoint them for that 
duty, for the sake, first, of securing their 
consent and not wasting the time of the 
meeting by declinations, and, second, of 
giving the chairman an opportunity to 
assign to each teller a particular part of the 
house for the distribution and collection of 
ballots, or to apportion such other duties 
as will facilitate the election. There should 
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always be at least two tellers, no matter 
how small the membership, and in large 
assemblies several tellers, providing they 
are competent, will greatly facilitate the 
work of counting. 

Nominations for Officers from the floor are 
in order, even though a nominating com- 
mittee has presented a report, unless further 
nominations are prohibited by special rule. 

While the votes are being counted, a recess 
may be taken, speeches made, or papers 
read. The transaction of other business can 
not be recommended, and under no circum- 
stances should business be transacted whicH 
could affect the election, or in any way be 
affected by the result of the election. 

Officers elected displace their predeces- 
sors, and at once assume the duties of their 
respective offices, unless some other time 
for induction into office has been pre- 
viously agreed upon. 

Mass Meetings. — Meetings other than 
of an organized society are called mass 
meetings. The term mass meeting is en- 
tirely correct, even though the attendance 
is small. Meetings called to consider some- 
thing temporary in character, or for the 
purpose of organizing a permanent society^ 
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are of this class. At such meetings common 
parliamentary law is always in force. The 
few who have been instrumental in calling 
such a meeting usually agree in advance 
as to which of their number shall call the 
meeting to order, which shall be nominated 
for chairman, and which shall be called 
upon to state the object of the meeting. 

This may seem like taking an unwar- 
ranted liberty, but at this time there is no 
organization. Ordinary courtesy demands 
that those who have assembled should ac- 
quiesce in such preliminary arrangementr 
as have been made, and give respectful 
attention to whatever is presented. 

Organizing a Society. — If the meeting is 
for the purpose of organizing a society, the 
order of procedure is as follows: Call to 
order; election of a temporary chairman; 
election of a temporary secretary; state- 
ment of the object of the meeting; adop- 
tion of a resolution that a society be formed ; 
appointment of a committee to draft a 
constitution and by-laws; report of the com- 
mittee; adoption of a constitution; elec- 
tion of officers or adoption of by-laws, as 
may be determined by those who constitute 
the initial membership. 
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The temporary organization is complete 
when the chairman and secretary have 
been elected. These officers continue to 
serve at all meetings held until the per- 
manent officers are elected. 

When the object of the meeting has 
been stated, there may very properly be 
a general discussion of the object, and such 
discussion may be more or less informal, 
according to circumstances. It is well at 
organization for the secretary to deviate 
from the general rule regarding the insertion 
of discussion in the minutes. A record of 
what was said at the time of organization, 
and by whom it was said, is often valuable 
and interesting history many years later. 

If the majority of those present do not 
vote in favor of adopting a resolution that 
a society of the character of the one pro- 
posed be organized, there is no reason why 
those in favor of the organization should 
not carry out their wishes at a subsequent 
meeting, or at the same meeting after those 
opposed have withdrawn. 

The next step toward perfecting an or- 
ganization is the appointment of a commit- 
tee to draft a constitution or constitution 
and by-laws. The preliminary arrange- 
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ments may have included the preparation 
of a constitution which may be submitted 
for approval at the first meeting. 

Only those who are eligible to member- 
ship according to the provisions of the 
proposed constitution are privileged to vote 
on the motion to adopt it. 

As soon as the constitution is adopted, 
whether at the first or a subsequent meet- 
ing, some action should be taken to crys- 
tallize the membership. This may be 
accomplished by signing the constitution, 
or by the selection of a temporary treasurer 
and the payment of an initiation fee, or of a 
specified sum to be applied on annual dues. 
A recess is generally taken to give time for 
executing plans agreed upon. 

Only those who comply with the condi- 
tions agreed upon continue to take part 
in the proceedings. 

The permanent officers may next be 
elected of by-laws may be adopted as may 
be agreed upon. 

It frequently occurs that the time of 
year decided upon for the annual meeting 
is less than a year from the date of organiza- 
tion. Before officers are elected a resolu- 
tion should be adopted determining when 
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the next election shall be held, whether less 
or more than twelve months hence. The 
term of office of the officers first elected, 
and the first fiscal year of the organization, 
may thus be less or more than a calendar 
year, but this is not objectionable. 

General and Special Sessions. — A gen- 
eral session of a voluntary organization is a 
session which is terminated by an adjourn- 
ment sine die. 

A convention composed of delegates, 
whether of one or many days' duration, 
constitutes a general session, each of the 
meetings being a special session. The 
minutes of the last special session of a con- 
vention are read and approved before final 
adjournment, and unfinished business is 
not carried over to another general session, 
although committees may be appointed to 
report at the next convention. 

The terms, general session and special 
session, are not applicable to the meetings 
of societies having individual membership 
and holding meetings throughout the year, 
since it is a valid and well-established cus- 
tom in such organizations to approve min- 
utes and consider unfinished business at 
subsequent meetings. 
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FORMS 

"If to do were as easy as to know what were good to do, chapels 
had been churches and poor men's cottages princes' palaces." — 
Shakespeare. 

There are many forms of procedure which 
certain writers on parliamentary law, prob- 
ably assuming that they are universally 
imderstood, omit to mention. Hence those 
whose knowledge of methods is derived en- 
tirely from books are apt to acquire habits 
which vary considerably from the best prac- 
tice. 

In this connection it may not be amiss to 
caution the young parliamentarian, who 
has carefully informed himself regarding 
the best usage, not to unnecessarily an- 
tagonize such a society by criticisms. It is 
generally wiser to accept temporarily the 
estabUshed custom of an assembly, pro- 
vided it does not result in an injustice, than 
to appear singular or pedantic by insisting 
upon technicalities. 

Illustrations of some of the forms in 
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common use will present them in a way in 
which they may be comprehended more 
clearly than tjy any description, and there- 
fore a part of what might take place at a 
regular meeting of The Lotus Club held 
anuary 9, 19 — , the annual meeting held 
anuary 16, 19 — , an adjourned annual 
meeting held January 20, 19 — , a regular 
meeting held January 23, 19 — , a special 
meeting held February 10, 19 — , and a 
meeting for parliamentary practice held 
March i, 19 — , is herewith presented. 

It must be understood that although 
these particular forms are recommended 
as those in use in assembhes which may 
well be considered as worthy models, there 
may be other forms which are perhaps 
equally good, or at least not amenable to 
criticism. 

The reader must assume that the club 
is unincorporated, has adopted "Parlia- 
mentary Usage for Women's Clubs" as 
its parliamentary authority, and that its 
constitution and by-laws are those which 
appear in the first chapter of this vol- 
ume. 

At three o'clock on January 9th the 
president stands, whic^,is s^ signal for ab- 
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solute quiet. A light tap of the gavel 
should be sufficient to insure the attention 
of every one present. 

President — The club will please come 
to order. (Pauses if necessary to sequre 
quiet. The president is satisfied that there 
is a quorum present.) We will listen to the 
reading of the minutes of the meeting of 
January 2d. 

Secretary (standing) — Madam Presi- 
dent and Members (reads from the record 
book the minutes of January 2d, printed in 
Chapter X of this volume). 

Pres. — Are there any corrections to 
these minutes? (Pauses.) If there are no 
corrections, the minutes stand approved as 
read. (Pauses.) They are approved. We 
will listen to the report of the corresponding 
secretary. 

Cor. Sec. (standing) — Madam Presi- 
dent and Members (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

Your corresponding secretary respect- 
fully reports having sent a letter of con- 
gratulation to Miss Wilton as directed by 
Qie club. She has also mailed printed no- 
Uces of the annual meeting to every mem- 
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ber of the dub as requested by the Board 
of Directors. 

Margaret Parsons, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

(The corresponding secretary passes her 
report to the recording secretary.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection, this re- 
port will be accepted and placed on file. 
(Pauses.) It is so ordered. 

Pres. — We will listen to the report of the 
treasurer. 

Treasurer (standing) — Madam Presi- 
dent and Members (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

The accounts of the treasurer for the 
fiscal year of 19 — were closed December 
31st and the book in which the record of 
receipts and disbursements for the year 
has been kept, together with the warrants 
and vouchers, the bank book and cancelled 
checks, also the annual report of the treas- 
urer, were placed in the hands of the auditor 
yesterday. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kellogg, Treasurer. 

(The treasurer passes her report to the 
recording secretary.) 
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Pres. — If there is no objection, the 
report of the treasurer is accepted and will 
be entered in the minutes. 

It is so ordered. 
. We will listen to the report of the Board 
of Directors. 

Rec. Sec. (standing). — Madam Presi- 
dent and Members (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

The Board of Directors reports having 
elected two associate members to the club, 
E. M. F., 490 Walpole Avenue, and H. L. J. 
693 Fitch Street. 

The board recommends that tellers to 
serve at the annual meeting be appointed 
to-day. 

Abigail Loomis, President. 

Pres. — This recommendation of the 
board will be acted on later. Is there a 
report from the House Committee? 

Chairman of House Committee — 
Madam President. 

Pres. — Mrs. Taylor. 

Mrs. Taylor (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

Your House Committee recommends that 
Madison Hall be secured for the annual 
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i^eeting next week, as in the opinion of 
the committee this hall will not be large 
enough. 

Lydia Taylor, 
Susan Carlton, 
Sarah Potter. 

(Mrs. Taylor passes the report to the 
recording secretary.) 

Mrs. Taylor — I move" the adoption of 
the report. 

Mrs. A. — Madam President. 

Pres.^ Mrs. A. 

Mrs. A. — I second the motion. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the House Committee, 
that Madison Hall be secured for the meet- 
ing next week, be adopted. Are there any 
remarks? 

All those in favor of the motion, please 
say *'aye." (Members respond "aye.") 

Those opposed please say *'no " (Mem- 
bers respond "no.'O 

The motion is carried. 

Is there a report from the Program Com- 
mittee? 

Chairman of Program Committee — 
There is no report, Madam President. 
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Pres. — What is your pleasure under the 
head of Miscellaneous Business? 

Mrs. B. — Madam President. 

Pres. — Mrs. B. 

Mrs. B. — I move that the president be 
authorized to appoint five tellers to serve 
at the annual meeting next week. 

Mrs. C. — Madam President. 

Pres. — Mrs. C. 

Mrs. C. — I second the motion. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the president be authorized to appoint five 
tellers to serve at the annual meeting next 
week. Are there any remarks? 

Those in favor of the motion please say 
*' aye." (Members respond "aye.'O Those 
opposed to the motion please say **no." 
(Members respond "no.") 

The motion is carried. 

(Hereafter, one asterisk will indicate 
that the member who offers a motion 
stands, waits for, and secures recognition; 
two asterisks will indicate that the motion 
is seconded, and three asterisks will 
indicate that a viva-voce vote is taken in 
both the affirmative and the negative.) 

Mrs. D. — Madam President, * I move 
that the House Committee be instructed 
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to procure a portable blackboard for use 
at the annual meeting. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the House Committee be instructed to pro- 
cure a portable blackboard for use at the 
annual meeting. Are there any remarks? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Article I of the by-laws by 
striking out section 3, which reads, '^Dues 
for the current j&scal year must accompany 
all applications for membership.'' (Mrs. 
G. sends the written motion to the presi- 
dent.) 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article I of the by-laws by striking 
out section 3, which reads, "Dues for the 
current fiscal year must accompany all 
applications for membership." Are there 
any remarks? 

4c s|e 4c 

Pres. — The motion seems to be carried. 
Mrs. H. — I call for a division of the 
house* 
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Pres. — A division of the house is called 
for. Those in favor of the motion to 
amend the by-laws by striking out the 
section just read, please stand, and remain 
standing until counted. The secretary 
will please count. (The secretary quietly 
reports to the president that 45 have voted 
in the affirmative.) Be seated. 

Pres. — Those opposed to the motion 
will please rise. (The secretary reports to 
the president that 26 have voted in the 
negative.) Be seated. The motion is lost 
by a vote of 45 to 26, this motion requiring 
a two-thirds vote. 

Mrs. I. — Madam President, * I move to 
adjourn. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to ad- 
journ. 

^ ^ ^ 

Pres. — The motion is lost. 

Mrs. K. — Madam President, * I move 
that a committee of three be appointed by 
the chair whose duty it shall be to recom- 
mend standing rules for the use of this club. 

* * 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that a 
committee of three be appointed by the 
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chair whose duty it shall be to recommend 

standing rules for the use of this club. Are 

there any remarks? 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

• 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The 
chair appoints Mrs. Young, Mrs. Fowler, 
and Mrs. Gleason. 

Mrs. L. — Madam President, I rise to a 
question of privilege. 

Pres. — The member will please state her 
question of privilege. 

Mrs. L. — I should like to have the pro- 
posed amendments to the constitution read. 

Pres. — The secretary will read the pro- 
posed amendments. 

Rec. Sec. — The proposed amendments 
are: 

First, To amend Article V, section i, by 
substituting ''April" for ''January," so 
that the section will read : "Section i . The 
annual meeting shall be held the third 
Thursday in April of each year." 

Second, To amend Article V, section 2, by 
striking out the words "first week of May" 
and inserting "last week of April," so that 
the section will read: "Section 2. Regular 
meetings shall be held from the first week 
of October to the last week of April." 
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Mrs. M. — Madam President, * I move 

to adjourn. 

* * 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to ad- 
journ. 

3|( * 4e 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 
The meeting stands adjojimed. 



At three o'clock, January 16, 19 — , the 
president calls the annual meeting to order. 

Pres. — We will listen to the reading of 
the minutes of the meeting of January 9th. 

(The minutes are read and approved.) 

Pres. — We will listen to the annual re- 
port of the recording secretary. 

Sec. — Madam President and Members 
(reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

(The secretary reads the annual report 
and reads her own signature.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection the report 
is accepted and will be placed on file. It is 
so ordered. 
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We will listen to the annual report of the 
corresponding secretary. 

Cor. Sec. — Madam President and Mem- 
bers (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

(The corresponding secretary reads the 
annual report of her office, reads her own 
signature, and passes the manuscript to 
the recording secretary.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection the report 
is accepted and will be placed on file. It is 
so ordered. 

The treasurer will read her annual report. 

Treasurer — Madam President and Mem- 
bers (reads): 

To The Lotus Club: 

(The treasurer reads the summarized 
report of all receipts and disbursements for 
the fiscal year, reads her own signature, and 
passes the manuscript to the recording sec- 
retary.) 

Pres. — We will listen to the report of the 
auditor. 

Auditor — Madam President and Mem- 
bers: (The auditor reads her report, reads 
her own signature, and passes the manu- 
script to the recording secretary.) 



FORMS 189 

Mrs. N. — Madam President, * I move 
»:hat the report of the auditor be accepted. 

Pres. — If there is no objection the report 
of the auditor and the report of the treas- 
urer are accepted and will be entered in the 
minutes. It is so ordered. 

The next in order is the annual report 
of the custodian. Mrs. Walton, the custo- 
dian, is not present, but has sent her report, 
which will be read by the secretary. 

Rec. Sec. — Madam President and Mem- 
bers (reads the report) : 

Pres. — If there is no objection the report 
is accepted and will be placed on file. It is 
so ordered. (Addressing the first vice- 
president) : Will Mrs. N. take the chair? 

(The members do not need to be re- 
minded that the next order of business is 
the annual address of the president. The 
president addresses the presiding officer 
and delivers her annual address. The vice- 
president may make appropriate remarks 
at this time on the work of the president 
and on the address. The president resumes 
the chair.) 

Pres. — What is your pleasure under the 
head of Miscellaneous Business? 

Mrs. O. — Madam President, * I move 
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to amend Article V, section i, of the consti- 
tution by striking out "January" and in- 
serting "April," so that the section will 
read: "Section i. The annual meeting 
shall be held the third Thursday in April 
of each year." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article V, section i, of the consti- 
tution by striking out "January" and in- 
serting "April," so that the section will 
read: "Section i. The annual meeting 
shall be held the third Thursday in April of 
each year." Are there any remarks? 

Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend by substituting "February" for 
"April." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend by substituting "February" for 
"April." Are there any remarks? 

Mrs. S. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend by substituting "October" for 
"February." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend by substituting "October " for " Feb- 
ruary." Are there any remarks? 
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Mrs. U. — Madam President, I rise to a 
point of order. 

Pres. — The member will please state her 
point of order. 

Mrs. U.T- This last motion is the third 
motion to amend and is therefore out of 
order. 

Pres. — The chair deddes the point not 
well taken. 

Mrs. U. — Madam President, I appeal 
from the decision of the chair. 

Pres. — The decision of the chair is ap- 
pealed from. Mrs. O.'s motion is a motion 
to amend the constitution, hence a main 
motion, and therefore two motions to amend 
may be pending at one time. Are there 
any remarks? (Pauses for discussion of 
the appeal.) Those in favor of sustaining 
the chair please say "aye." Those opposed 
say "no.*' 

The chair is sustained, and the question is 
now upon the motion of Mrs. S. to amend 
by striking out *' February" and inserting 
"October." (The relative merits of Feb- 
ruary and October are discussed.) 

♦ 4: 4( 

The motion is lost. The question is now 
upon the motion to amend by striking out 
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"April " and inserting " February." (The 
president takes a rising vote.) The motion 
is carried by a vote of 47 to 35. The ques- 
tion is now upon the motion to strike out 
"January" and insert "February." (The 
relative merits of January and February 
are discussed.) 

4e 4c 3|( 

Pres. — The motion is lost. 

Mrs. W. — Madam President, I call for a 
division of the house. 

Pres.— A division of the house is called 
tor. Those in favor of the motion to amend 
the constitution by striking out "January" 
in Article V, section i, and inserting "Feb- 
ruary", will $tand, and remain standing 
until counted. Mrs. A. and Mrs. B. will 
please count. 

Mrs. A. — Forty-two on this side of the 
house. 

Mrs. B. — Thirty-five on this side. 

Pres. — Be seated. Those opposed to the 
motion, please stand. 

Mrs. A. — Eighteen. 

Mrs. B. — Fifteen. 

Pres. — The motion is carried by a vote 
of 77 in favor and 33 opposed. 

Mrs. O. — Madam President, * I move 
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that Article V, section 2, of the constitu- 
tion be amended by striking out "first 
week of May" and inserting "last week of 
April," so that the section will read: "Sec- 
tion 2. Regular meetings of the club shall 
be held from the first week of October to 
the last week of April inclusive." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article V, section 2, of the constitu- 
tion, by striking out "first week of May" 
and inserting "last week of April," so that 
the section will read : * * Section 2 . Regular 
meetings of the club shall be held from the 
first week of October to the last week of 

April inclusive." 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. X. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Article IV, sectioil i, of the con- 
stitution by striking out "an auditor." 

* * 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article IV, section i, of the consti- 
tution by striking out "an auditor." No 
notice of this amendment has been given, 
and according to Article VII, section 2, of 
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the constitution, the motion requires a 
unanimous vote for its adoption. The 
effect of this motion is to discontinue the 
office of auditor. $ 

Mrs. X. — Madam President, * In mov- 
ing to abolish the office of auditor, it is not 
my purpose to discontinue the auditing 
of the books, but I think it is much more 
businesslike to have the books and all ac- 
counts examined by some one who is not a 
member of the club. 

4c :ic sic 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. X. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Article II of the by-laws by 
striking out section 7, the section defining 
the duties of the auditor. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article II of the by-laws by striking 
out section 7, which reads, "The auditor 
shall examine the books of the treasurer, 
also the annual report of the treasurer.'' 

% 4c sk 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. A. — Madam President, * I move 
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that sections 8, 9, and 10 in Article II be 
renumbered 7, 8, and 9. 

Pres. — This change is necessary on ac- 
count of striking out si5Ction 7, and will be 
made by the secretary. It does not need a 
motion. 

Mrs. B. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Article IV, section 3, of the by- 
laws, by striking out "d. Auditor." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Article IV, section 3, of the by-laws, 
by striking out *'d. Auditor." 

:|c * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. Is there 
any further miscellaneous business? 
(Pauses.) If not we will proceed to the 
election of officers. 

In accordance with the resolution 
adopted last week, the following tellers 
have been appointed: Mrs. Joyce, Mrs. 
Brainerd, Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Gilbert, and 
Mrs. Barnard. 

Is it your pleasure that each officer be 
elected singly, or that the names of all offi- 
cers be placed on one ticket? 

Mrs. C, — Madam President, * I move 
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that all officers be voted for on one 
ticket. ^ ^ 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
all officers be voted for on one ticket. 

^r ^r 'r 

Pres. — The motion prevails. The tellers 
will distribute the ballots. Mrs. D., will 
you please write the names of all nominees 
on the blackboard? 

Whom will you nominate for president? 

Mrs. E. — Madam President, * I nomi- 
nate Mrs. Kenelm Winslow. 

Pres. — Mrs. Winslow is nominated. Are 
there other nominations? (Pauses.) Whom 
will you nominate for first vice-president? 

Mrs. F. — Madam President, * I nomi- 
nate Mrs. William Hodges. 

Pres. — Mrs. William Hodges is nomi- 
nated. 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I nomi- 
ate Mrs. John Rayner. 

Pres. — Mrs. Rayner is nominated. 

Mrs. H. — Madam President, * I move 
that nominations for first vice-president be 
closed. 

Pres. — The chair will not entertain a mo- 
tion to close nominations at present. The 
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best interests of the club require that the 
greatest freedom in nominating and electing 
officers be allowed. Are there other nomi- 
nations for first vice-president? (Pauses.) 
Whom will you nominate for second vice- 
president? 

(Nominations are made for all officers, 
the names of all nominees are written on 
the blackboard, and at the same time the 
tellers distribute the ballots.) 

Pres. — Ladies, do not fold your ballots, 
but lay them in the basket "with the writing 
down. 

(The tellers collect the ballots.) 

Pres. — Have all voted who wish to do so? 
(Pauses a moment.) The ballot is closed. 

Mrs. I. — Madam President, * I move 
that the tellers be allowed to withdraw to 
another room to count the ballots. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the tellers be allowed to withdraw to an- 
other room to count the ballots. 

* 4c :|c 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 
(The tellers withdraw and just after- 
ward two menbers enter the haU.) 
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Mrs. K. — Madam President, * I move 
that the two members who have just ar- 
rived be allowed to vote for the oflSicers. 

Pres. — The ballot has been closed, but 
if there is no objection these two members 
who have just entered will be allowed to 
cast their ballots. It is so ordered. 

Mrs. L. — Madam President, * I move 
that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
next Saturday, at four o'clock, at 76 Mon- 
roe Street. ^ ^ 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
when we adjourn we adjourn to meet next 
Saturday, at four o'clock, at 76 Monroe 
Street. Are there any remarks? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. N. — Madam President, * Some 
weeks ago a committee was appointed to 
draft rules for this club. Will it be possible 
to have the report of that committee at the 
adjourned meeting next Saturday? 

Pres. — Mrs. Young is chairman of that 
committee. Mrs. Young, will your com- 
mittee be ready to report on Saturday? 

Mrs. Young — I doubt if that will be 
possible, but if the adjourned meeting could 
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be the following Monday, I think the report 
will be ready. 

Mrs. Z. — Madam President, * I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the motion, 
that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
next Saturday, at four o'clock, at 76 Mon- 
roe Street, was carried. 

Pres. (addressing Mrs. Z.) — Did the 
member vote on the prevailing side? 

Mrs. Z. — I did. Madam President. 

Prcs. — It is moved and seconded to te- 
consider the vote by which the motion, 
that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
next Saturday, at four o'clock, at 76 Mon- 
roe Street, was carried. Are there any re- 
marks? 

^ * * 

Pres. — The motion to reconsider is car- 
ried. The question is now upon the mo- 
tion that when we adjourn we adjourn to 
meet next Saturday, at four o'clock, at 76 
Monroe Street. Are there any remarks? 

Mrs. B. — Madam President,*! move 
to amend by substituting "next Monday'* 
for "next Saturday." 
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Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend by substituting "next Monday'' 
for "next Saturday." Are there any re- 
marks? 

4c * :|c 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The 
question now recurs upon the motion that 
when we adjourn we adjourn to meet next 
Monday, at four o'clock, at 76 Monroe 
Street. Are there any remarks? 

4t * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. D. — Madam President, * I move 
that the consideration of standing rules to 
be presented by the committee be made a 
special order for 4 130 next Monday. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the consideration of standing rules to be 
presented by the committee be made a 
special order for 4:30 next Monday. Are 
there any remarks? 

^* 0^ ^b 

The motion is carried. 
Mrs. F. — Madam President, * I move 
to adjourn. 

4r ♦ 
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Pres. — It is moved and seconded to ad- 
journ. * * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The 
meeting stands adjourned. 



(At four o'clock, on Monday, January 
2oth, the president calls the club to order.) 

Pres. — The first order of business is the 
report of the tellers. (The chairman comes 
forward.) The chairman will read the re- 
port of the votes cast. 

Mrs. Joyce. — Madam President (reads) : 

To The Lotus Club: 

Your tellers respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing list of all persons voted for and the 
number of votes cast for each. 

(The form- in which the report is pre- 
sented having been given in Chapter VII, 
it need not be repeated here.) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susanna Joyce, 
Patience Brainerd, 
Mary Wheeler, 
Sarah Gilbert, 
Thankful Barnard. 
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(The chairman of the tellers passes the 
report to the president.) 

Pres. — The chair declares the following 
officers elected, each having received a 
majority of all votes cast for that office: 
President, Mrs. Kenelm Winslow; 
First Vice-President, Mrs. William 

Hodges; 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Anna Cur- 
tis; 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Henry 

Andrews; 
Treasurer, Mrs. John Gallup; 
Custodian, Mrs. George Burroughs. 
No one having received a majority of all 
votes cast for second vice-president, an- 
other ballot is necessary. The tellers will 
distribute the ballots. 

(The ballots are distributed, collected, 
counted, and reported.) 

Pres. — Mrs. William Potter, having re- 
ceived a majority of all votes cast for sec- 
ond vice-president, is declared elected to 
that office. 

Pres. — The report of the conmaittee 
appointed to draft rules was made a special 
order for 4:30 o'clock to-day. That hour 
having arrived, we wiU Usten to the report 
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Mrs. Young — Madam President (reads) : 
To The Lotus Club: 

Your committee appointed to draft rules 
for the use of this club respectfully recom- 
mends the adoption of the following: 

Rule I. The mover of a motion, in 
preference to any other member, shall be 
entitled to the floor immediately after the 
motion has been stated. 

Rule 2. No member shall speak more 
than twice on the same question, nor more 
than five minutes at one time, without the 
consent of the club; but this rule shall not 
prevent the mover of any motion from 
closing the debate even after the previous 
question has been ordered. 

Rule 3. A motion to reconsider a vote 
shall be in order only at the meeting at 
which the vote was taken, the first subse- 
quent regular meeting, or an intervening 
special meeting. 

Rule 4. The ofl&cial title of the presi- 
dent of tiiis club shall be Madam President. 

Rule 5. The secretary of this club, un- 
less specially directed otherwise, shall not 
record suggestions for filUng blanks; mo- 
tions ruled out of order; points of order on 
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which no appeal is taken, or trivial ques- 
tions of privilege. 

Rule 6. The first-named member of a 
committee shall be chairman, unless the 
committee elect some other member. WTien 
a committee is elected by ballot, or when 
composed of volunteers, the president of the 
club shall convene the committee, which 
shall at once elect a chairman. 

Rule 7. It shall be the duty of every 
member of the club to notify the cor- 
responding secretary in writing of any 
change in address. 

Rule 8. An affirmative vote on the mo- 
tion to accept the report of a committee 
shall not be construed to mean that recom- 
mendations contained in the report are 
adopted. 

Rule 9. Upon the request of five mem- 
bers the vote on any question shall be taken 
by roll call, and the names of those voting 
on either side entered in the minutes. 

Rule 10. The exercises at any regular 
meeting preceding the order, program for 
the day, shall not exceed thirty minutes. 

Rule II. Notices of special meetings 
shall be sent to every member of the club at 
least twenty-four hours before the meeting. 
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Rule 12. Delegates to the State Feder- 
ation shall be elected at the first regular 
meeting in March of each year. Delegates 
to the (Jeneral Federation shall be elected 
at the first regular meeting in April of each 
year in which a meeting of the General 
Federation occurs. An alternate shall be 
elected for each delegate. All elections 
shall be by ballot. A plurality vote only 
shall be necessary to elect. In case of a tie 
the choice shall be decided by lot. The 
president shall have power to fill all vacan- 
cies. 

Rule 1 3 . The president shall have power 
to appoint tellers for all elections, but the 
club may appoint additional tellers. 

Rule 14. These rules shall be known as 
" Standing Rules.'' They may be amended, 
' suspended, or repealed at any regular or 
annual meeting by a two-thirds vote, ex- 
cept Rules 9 and 11, which may be 
amended, suspended, or repealed only by a 
two-thirds vote of the entire membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lucy Young, 
Helen G. Fowler, 
Fanny A. Gleason. 
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Madam President, I move that the re- 
port of the committee be accepted and the 
rules recommended be adopted. (Mrs. 
Young hands the written report of the com- 
mittee to the president.) 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the report of the committee be accepted, 
and the rules recommended be adopted. 
If there is no objection, the report of the 
committee is accepted, and we will proceed 
to consider the rules in regular order. 

(The president reads the first rule and 
asks if there are any remarks, then the 
second and third rules, each time giving 
opportunity for remarks.) 

Mrs. M. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Rule 3 by substituting the 
following: A motion to reconsider a vote 
shall be in order only at the meeting at 
which the vote was taken, except when 
notice of intention to move to reconsider is 
filed with the secretary within forty-eight 
hours after adjournment, in which case it 
may be reconsidered at the first subsequent 
regular meeting, or an intervening special 
meeting. ^ ^ 
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Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend Rule 3 by substituting the fol- 
lowing: A motion to reconsider a vote 
shall be in order only at the meeting at 
which the vote was taken, except when 
notice of intention to move to reconsider is 
filed with the secretary within forty-eight 
hours after adjournpient, in which case it 
may be reconsidered at the first subsequent 
regular meeting, or an intervening special 
meeting. Are there any remarks? 

^ ^ * 

Pres. — ^The motion is carried. 

(The president reads the remaining rules 
in the same manner, and after reading Rule 
14 asks if there are any further amend- 
ments.) 

Mrs. N. — Madam President, * I move 
that Rule 6 be made Rule 7, and Rule 7 
be made Rule 6. 

(Hereafter two daggers after the two as- 
terisks will indicate that the motion is 
stated by the presiding officer, and that 
opportunity is given for remarks on every 
debatable motion.) 

Pres. — The motion prevails. The ques- 
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tion now recurs upon the motion that the 
rules as amended be adopted. 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. Is there 
any further business to come before the 
club this afternoon? 

Mrs. O. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend Article I, section 2 of the by- 
laws by substituting ''April" for ''March." 

* * ^ ^ 

Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * This seems 
necessary on account of having changed the 
annual meeting from January to February. 

* :ic 4c 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. S. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend By-law VIII by striking out "The 
fiscal year shall be the calendar year," and 
inserting "The fiscal year shall be from the 
first day of February of each year to the 
thirty-first day of January of the following 
year inclusive." 

4e 4c 4. 4. ♦ * 4c 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 
Mrs. O. — Madam President, * I move 
that the ballots used in the election of offi- 
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cers be destroyed by the chairman of the 
tellers. 

:|c :fc J. J. * sic 4c 

Pres.— The motion is carried. 
Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * I move 
to adjourn. 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The an- 
nual meeting stands adjourned. 



(At three o'clock, January 23, 19 — , the 
president, Mrs. Winslow, calls the club to 
order, and makes a few remarks appropri- 
ate to the occasion.) 

Pres. — We will listen to the minutes of 
the annual meeting of January i6th. 

(The minutes as printed in Chapter X 
are read by the secretary, Mrs. Curtis, and 
approved.) 

Pres. — W(B will listen to the minutes of 
the adjourned annual meeting of January 
20th. 

(The minutes are read by the secretary.) 

Pres. — Are there any corrections to these 
minutes? 
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Mrs. A. — Madam President, * The min- 
utes read that Mrs. C. received three votes 
for treasurer, and Mrs. D. two. My recol- 
lection is that Mrs. D. received three votes 
and Mrs. C. two. 

Pres. — The chair is of the opinion that 
the record is correct. 

Mrs. B. — Madam President, * I move 
that the minutes be amended so as to read 
that on the ballot for treasurer Mrs. D. re- 
ceived three votes, and Mrs. C. two. 

^h ^r "r •■• 

Pres. — Those in favor of the motion will 
please say "aye." 

Mrs. H. (standing) — Madam President, 
what is the motion we are voting on? 

Pres. — The motion that the minutes be 
amended so as to read that on the ballot for 
treasurer Mrs. D. received three votes, and 
Mrs. C. two votes. 

Those in favor of the motion will please 
say "aye." (Members respond **aye.") 

Those opposed say "no." (Members 
respond "no.") 

The motion is lost. 

The question now recurs upon the ap- 
proval of the minutes. Are you ready for 
the question? 
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Mrs. I. — Madam President, * The mo- 
tion to adjourn was made by Mrs. H., not 
by Miss L. 

Pres. — The secretary will make the 

change. Are there any further corrections? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 
Pres. (reads): 

To The Lotus Club: 

By virtue of authority vested in your 
president by By-law II, section 3, the fol- 
lowing standing committees have been ap- 
pointed and approved by the Board of Di- 
rectors: 

Membership Committee: Mrs. J., Mrs. 
M., Mrs. G. 

Program Committee: Mrs. K., Mrs. N., 
Mrs. H. 

House Committee: Mrs. L., Mrs. O., 
Mrs. Q. 

Ellen Winslow, President. 

(The president hands her communica- 
tion to the recording secretary.) 

Pres. — Is there a report from the cor- 
responding secretary? 

Cor. Sec. — Madam President and Mem- 
bers (reads) : 
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To The Lotus Club: 

Your corresponding secretary respect- 
fully reports that she has notified alltheofiB- 
cers who were elected last week of their 
election. 

Fanny L. Jennings, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

(The corresponding secretary passes the 
report to the recording secretary.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection the report 
is accepted, and will be placed on file. It 
is so ordered. Is there any further report 
from the corresponding secretary? 

Cor. Sec. — Madam President, I am in 
receipt of a circular letter from the Educa- 
tional Committee of the General Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs. Will you have it 
read? 

Pres. — You may read it. 

(The corresponding secretary reads the 
letter, and passes it to the recording secre- 
tary.) 

Mrs, K. — Madam President, * I move 
that this letter be referred to the Program 
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meant, the one appointed to-day, or the 
one appointed a year ago. 

Pres. — The Program Committee ap- 
pointed to-day has no duties in connection 
with the program of the club for the cur- 
rent year, and therefore the Program Com- 
mittee appointed a year ago is meant. 

The motion is carried. 

Pres. — Is there anything further from 
the corresponding secretary? 

Cor. Sec. — Nothing further. Madam 
President. 

Mrs. M. — Madam President, I call for 
the order of the day. 

Pres. — According to one of the standing 
rules adopted last Monday, Rule 10, not 
more than thirty minutes can be taken for 
business before the program for the day. 
As it is now 3 130 o'clock, we will proceed to 
the literary program. 

(The program for the day is carried out 
as per calendar.) 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I move 
that the club revert to the order of miscel- 
laneous business. 

Pres. — If there is no objection, the club 
will revert to the order of miscellaneous 



214 PARUAMENTARY USAGE 

business. The chair hears none. It is so 
ordered. What is your pleasure? 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I move 
that the standing rules of the club be 
amended by striking out Rule lo. 

Mrs. H. — Madam President, * I move 
to adjourn. 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The 
meeting stands adjourned. 



(At 3 40 o'clock on the afternoon of Feb- 
ruary 10, 19 — , the president, Mrs. Win- 
slow, called the club to order.) 

Pres. — Will the secretary please count 
the members present? A majority of the 
membership is necessary for a quorum at a 
special meeting. We now have one hun- 
dred and fifty-one members. 

Sec. — There are eighty members present, 
Madam President. 

Pres. — The secretary will read the call 
for the meeting. 

Sec. (reads): 
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Lakeville, February 7, 19 — . 

Mrs. William Curtis, Secretary The Lotus 
Club: 

Dear Madam : Please call a special meet- 
ing of The Lotus Club for Monday, Feb- 
ruary loth, at 3 130 o'clock, for the purpose 
of receiving and acting upon a communi- 
cation from the Common Council with 
reference to taking charge of the celebration 
next Fourth of July. 

Ellen Winslow, President. 

Sec. — Madam President, notices stating 
the purpose of this meeting have been sent 
by mail to every member of the club. 

Pres. — The secretary will read the com- 
munication from the Common Council. 

Sec. (reads): 

Lakeville, February, 6, 19 — . 

Mrs, Kenelm Winslow, President The 
Lotus Club: 

Dear Madam: For several years your 
club has petitioned the Common Council 
to prohibit the sale of fireworks, and to pro- 
vide for a "safe and sane" celebration on 
the Fourth of July. 

The Common Council sends this com- 
munication to learn whether or not your 
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club will take entire charge of the celebra- 
tion this year, in case your petition for the 
prohibition of the sale and use of fireworks 
is granted. 

For obvious reasons, prompt action on 
the part of the Common Council is neces- 
sary, and it is hoped that your reply will be 
received before the meeting next Wednes- 
day evening. 

By order of the Common Council, 

Nicholas Nickleby, Clerk. 

Mrs. N. — Madam President, * I move 
that the secretary be instructed to send a 
communication to the Common Council 
stating that The Lotus Club will take en- 
tire charge of the celebration on the Fourth 
of July this year, on the condition that the 
Common Council prohibit the sale and use 
of fireworks. 

(Discussion follows the motion.) 

4c sk 4( 

Pres.— The motion is carried. 

Mrs. W. — Madam President, * With 
your permission I would like to give a no- 
tice. 

Pres. — Mrs. W. will give a notice, if 
there is no objection. 
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Mrs. W. — At the meeting the first Sat- 
urday in February for practice in parlia- 
mentary usage, every member present was 
asked to prepare a very simple constitution, 
and a committee was appointed to examine 
those constitutions, and decide which one 
was the best. I should like to have that 
committee meet next Thursday at two 
o'clock, and I should like further to an- 
noimce that at our parliamentary drill on 
the first Saturday in March, Mrs. Wiley 
Huntington will probably be with the club 
and will direct the parliamentary drill. You 
will all remember that when Mrs. Hunting- 
ton was president of this club, she inaugu- 
rated these Saturday meetings for the 
purpose of parliamentary practice, and di- 
rected them for several years before she left 
the city. 

Mrs. R. — Madam President, * I move 
to adjourn. 

* * 4- 4- * * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and th? 
meeting stands adjourned. 
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(At three o'clock, March i, 19 — , Mrs.Q., 
chairman of the committee on meetings for 
parliamentary practice, calls the meeting to 
order.) 

Mrs. W. — For the benefit of the new 
members and our guests, the chair will state 
that it has been the custom of The Lotus 
Club to have a meeting on the first Saturday 
of every month, which should be devoted 
entirely to parliamentary practice. At 
these meetings, which are called meetings 
of the Parliamentary Practice Club, differ- 
ent members of the club preside and serve 
as secretary, and all understand that the 
motions made are entirely fictitious. Mrs. 
A., will you take the chair? 

(Mrs. A. takes the chair.) 

Mrs. A. — The Parliamentary Practice 
Club will please come to order. Whom will 
you nominate as secretary? 

Mrs. B. — Madam President, * I nomi- 
nate Mrs. L. 

Pres. — Mrs. L. is nominated. Are there 
other nominations? 

Mrs. C. — Madam President, * I nomi- 
nate Mrs. M. 

Pres. — Mrs. M. is nominated. Are there 
other nominations? (Pauses.) All in favor 
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ot Mrs. L. serving as secretary, please say 
*'aye." (Members respond "aye.") Op- 
posed, please say '*no/' (Members re- 
spond ''no.'O The motion is carried. Mrs. 
L. is elected secretary. (Mrs. L. takes 
her place at the table.) 

Pres. — We will listen to the reading of 
the minutes of the meeting of February i, 
19 — 

(The minutes of February ist are read.) 

Pres. — Are there any corrections to these 
minutes? If there are none, the minutes 
stand approved as read. They are approved. 

We will listen to the report of the corre- 
spondmg secretary. 

(The report is read.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection, this re- 
port is accepted and will be placed on file. 

We will listen to the report of the treas- 
urer. 

(The report of the treasurer is read.) 

Pres. — If there is no objection, the re- 
port of the treasurer is accepted and will be 
entered in the minutes. 

Are there any committees to report? 

Mrs. Nelson. — Madam President, the 
committee to which was referred the mo- 
tion that members of this club wea^' no 
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birds on their hats this spring is ready to 
report. 

Pres. — We will listen to the report. 

Mrs. Nelson (reads) : 

To The Parliamentary Practice Club: 

Your committee to which was referred 
the motion that members of this club wear 
no birds on their hats this spring beg leave 
to report that, in their opinion, the club has 
no jurisdiction over its members as regards 
wearing apparel, and they therefore recom- 
mend that the further consideration of this 
question be indefinitely postponed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Clara Nelson, 
Mary Owen, 
Estelle Parker. 

Pres. — The report of the committee is 
accepted, and the question is now upon the 
motion which was referred to the commit- 
tee, that members of this club wear no 
birds on their hats this spring. Are there 
any remarks? 

Mrs. Owen — Madam President, * I 
move that the further consideration of this 
motion be indefinitely postponed. 

4c 4t J. J. 4( « 41 
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Pres. — The motion is carried. Are there 
any other committees to report? 

Mrs. N. — Madam President, * Your com- 
mittee appointed to examine the constitu- 
tions prepared by the members of the club, 
and to decide which one was the best, is 
ready to report. 

Pres. — Please read the report, Mrs. N. 

Mrs. N. (reads): 

To The Parliamentary Practice Club: 

Your committee appointed to examine 
the constitutions prepared by the members 
of the club, and to decide which one was the 
best, did not find its duties so arduous as 
might have been expected, as only fifteen 
members of the club submitted any consti- 
tutions. The committee very carefully ex- 
amined these manuscripts, and selected two 
which it thought of equal merit, but some- 
what different in character. These were pre- 
pared by Mrs. Young and by Mrs. Gleason, 
Mrs. Young having written a short consti- 
tution without by-laws, and Mrs. Gleason 
having written a short constitution and 
by-laws. ^y^^ Newman, 

Elizabeth Schuyler, 
Grace Barron, 
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Pres. — The report of the committee is 
accepted, and Mrs. Newman may read the 
constitutions which were selected by the 
committee as the best. 

Mrs. Newman (reads) : 

Constitution prepared by Mrs. Young: 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. Name and Object. 

The name of this association shall be the 

Women's Club. The object 

shall be self -improvement and mutual help- 
fulness. 

Article II. Membership. 

Any woman may be admitted to mem- 
bership by vote of the club at any regular 
meeting, and the payment of dues. 

Article III. Officers. 

The officers of this club shall be a presi- 
dent, a vice-president, a secretary, and a 
treasurer. 

These officers shall be elected at the an- 
nual meeting. 

Article IV. Dues. 

The dues of each member shall be 

a year- 
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Article V. Meetings. 

The annual meeting shall be held the first 
of April in each year. Reg- 
ular meetings shall be held at such time and 
place as may be decided by vote of the club. 

Article VI. Amendments. 

This constitution may be amended at any 
meeting by a two-thirds vote. By-laws 
may be adopted or amended at any meeting 
by a majority vote. 

Constitution and by-laws prepared by 
Mrs. Gleason: 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. Name. 

The name of this society shall be The 
Lakeville Civic Improvement Club. 

Article II. Object. 

The object shall be the promotion of the 
spirit of cooperation, and good will to the 
end that the club may raise the standard of 
civic life in this community. 

Article III. Membership. 

Any person who is in sympathy with the 
object of the club is eligible to membership. 
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The name must be proposed by a member 
at a regular meeting, but may not be voted 
upon until a subsequent regular meeting. 

Article IV. OflScers. 

Section i. The officers of this club shall 
be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. 

Sec. 2. All officers shall be elected by 
ballot, and shall continue in office one year, 
or until their successors are elected. 

Article V. Meetings. 

The annual meeting shall be held the first 
of April in each year. Reg- 
ular meetings shall be held weekly from Oc- 
tober to May inclusive. 

Article VI. Amendments. , 

This constitution may be amended at 
any annual meeting by a two-thirds vote. 
By-laws may be amended at any annual or 
regular meeting by a majority vote. 

BY-LAWS 

Article I. Dues. 

The annual dues of each member shall be 
• No member shall be entitled to 
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the privileges of the club whose dues for the 
current year have not been paid. 

Article II. Duties of Officers. 

Section i. Officers shall assume the 
duties of their respective offices at the close 
of the last regular meeting in May. 

Sec. 2. The president shall have general 
supervision of the work of the club and shall 
appoint a Program Committee and such 
other standing committees as the club may 
decide upon. 

Sec. 3. The vice-president shall perform 
the duties of the office in the absence or dis- 
ability of the preisident. 

Sec. 4. The secretary shall keep a record 
of the proceedings of the club in a book to 
be provided by the club for that purpose. 

Sec. 5. The treasurer shall keep an ac- 
curate account of all money received and 
disbursed. He shall pay out no money be- 
longing to the club except upon the order of 
the club at an annual or regular meeting. 

Article III. Program. 

The Program Committee shall prepare a 
program for the club meetmgs, and submit 
the same to the club for approval. 

Mrs. E. — Madam President, * I move 
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that leather medals be presented to Mrs. 
Young and Mrs. Gleason. 

** 1 1 
Mrs. F. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend by substituting ^'silver" for 
"leather." 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I move 

to amend by substituting "bronze'' for 

"silver." 

* * + + * * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is upon the motion to amend by 
substituting * ' bronze " f or " leather. ' ' Any 
remarks? 

4c 4e 4c 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The ques- 
tion is now upon the motion that leather 
medals be presented to Mrs. Young and 
Mrs. Gleason. Any remarks? 

4c 4e 4c 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

What is your further pleasure? 

Mrs. H. — Madam President, * Was not 
the motion to present bronze medals car- 
ried? 

Pres. — Mrs. Himtington is in the room 
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and has consented to serve as director to- 
day. The chair will ask Mrs. Huntington 
to answer that question. 

Director — The motion to amend by 
substituting "bronze" for "silver" was car- 
ried. The motion to amend by substitut- 
ing * * bronze "for " leather ' 'was lost. The 
original motion therefore was not changed, 
although two motions to amend had been 
made and voted upon. 

Mrs. H. — Madam Director, did we not 
vote to present bronze medals? 

Director — The motion to present 
bronze medals did not come to a vote. The 
motion to substitute "bronze" for "silver" 
was carried, but the motion to substitute 
"bronze" for "leather" was lost. Allow 
me to suggest that the same motions be 
offered and voted upon again, and that 
both motions to amend be carried. Then 
the main motion will be that Mrs. Young 
and Mrs. Gleason be ptesented with bronze 
medals. 

Mrs. E. — Madam President, * I move 
that leather medals be presented to Mrs. 
Young and Mrs. Gleason. 

Mrs. F. — Madam President, * I move 
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to amend by substituting "silver" for 
*4eather." 

Mrs. G. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by substituting "bronze'* for "sil- 
ver/' 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is upon the motion to substitute 
' * bronze " f or " leather. ' ' Any remarks? 

^F ^P ^P 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The ques- 
tion is now upon the motion that bronze 
medals be presented to Mrs. Young and 
Mrs. Gleason. Any remarks? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. I. — Madam President, * Will you 
please explain what the motion for the pre- 
vious question means? 

Pres. — The director will please explain 
the motion for the previous question, and 
when the members wish to ask a question 
they will please address the director. 

Director — The previous question is a 
technical term, which must be accepted 
because it is in common use. Its object is 
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to close debate, and the word previous 
does not refer to a motion previously made. 

Pres. — What is your further pleasure? 

Mrs. J. — Madam President, * I move 
that this club subscribe for three of the 
standard magazines. 

* * 4. 4. 

Mrs. K. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend by substituting The World^s Work, 
Harper^s Magazine, and The Outlook foi 
** three standard magazines." 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend by substituting The World^s Work, 
Harper^s Magazine, and The Outlook for 
"three of the standard magazines.'' Are 
there any remarks? 

Mrs. L. — Madam President, * I move to 

amend by substituting Scribner^s Magazine 

for The Outlook, 

* * 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded to 
amend by substituting Scribner^s Magazine 
for The Outlook. Any remarks? 

Mrs. M. — Madam President, * I move 
that this motion be referred to a committee. 
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Mrs. N. — Madam President, * I move 
that the further consideration of this mo- 
tion be postponed until our next regular 
meeting. 

Mrs. O. — Madam President, * I move 
the previous question. 

Pres. — The previous question is moved 
and seconded. This motion requires a two- 
thirds vote, and the members will bear in 
mind that if carried there can be no further 
debate. 

Mrs. P. — Madam President, * I move to 
lay this motion on the table. 

Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * I move to 
adjourn. 

Mrs. R. — Madam President, * I move 
that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
two weeks from to-day at three o'clock. 

Mrs. S. — Mrs. Huntington, is it correct 
to have all these motions made before any 
vote is taken? 

Director — These eight motions may all 
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be made while the main motion is pending 
and before any vote is taken, but they can 
be made only in this order, for the reason 
that each one of these eight motions in the 
order offered is higher in rank than any of 
those which has preceded it. It is well to 
bear in mind, too, that the last motion of a 
series is always the first motion to be voted 
upon. 

Pres. — Those in favor of the motion that 
when we adjourn we adjourn to meet two 
weeks from to-day at three o'clock, please 
say "aye," (Members respond "aye.") 
Those opposed please say "no.'* (Mem- 
bers respond "no.'') 

The motion is carried, and the question is 
upon the motion to adjourn. 

4e 4e :|c 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 
is now upon the motion to lay on the table. 

V 1* V t 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 

is now upon the motion for the previous 

question. 

* * ^ 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 
is now upon the motion that the further 
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consideration of this question be postponed 
until our next regular meeting. 

Mrs. T. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by striking out the word "regular.*' 

« 4e J. X * « « 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is upon the motion that the 
further consideration of this question be 
postponed until our next meeting. Any 

remarks? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 
is now upon the motion to refer to a com- 
mittee. Any remarks? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is lost, and the ques- 
tion is now upon the motion to amend by 
substituting Scribner^s Magazine for The 

Outlook. Any remarks? 

^ * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is now upon the motion to substi- 
tute The World's Work, Harper^ s Magazine^ 
and Scribner^s Magazine for the words, 
"three of the standard magazines." Are 

there any remarks? 

* « ♦ 
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Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is upon the motion that this club 
subscribe for The World's Work, Harper's 
Magazine, and Scribner's Magazine. Are 
there any remarks? 

Mrs. U. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by substituting TheChristian Science 
Monitor for Scribner's Magazine. 

41 >|C J. J. * * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The ques- 
tion is now upon the motion that this club 
subscribe for The World's Work, Harper's 
Magazine, and The Christian Science Moni- 
itor. Are there any remarks? 

Mrs. V. — Madam President, * I move 
that this motion be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

♦ ♦ 4. J. 

Mrs. W. — Madam President, * I move 
to amend by adding "of three to be ap- 
pointed by the chair." 

^ * 4. j. 

Mrs. X — Madam President, * I move 
the previous question. 

:|c sk 4. 4. * * ^ 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The ques- 
tion is now upon the motion to amend by 
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adding "of three to be appointed by the 

chair." 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried, and the 
question is upon the motion to refer this 
motion to a committee of three to be ap- 
pointed by the chair. 

4c * 4s 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The chair 
will appoint the committee later. 

Mrs. B. — Madam President, * I should 
Uke to ask Mrs. Huntington what power a 
Board of Directors has. 

Mrs. Huntington. — A Board of Direc- 
tors has only such power as has been 
expressly delegated to it by the organiza- 
tion. Such power should be "affirmatively 
shown," and a board (or Executive Com- 
mittee) has no right to assume that it has 
power to do everything which it is not pro- 
hibited from doing. The power which is 
not expressly granted to the board is re- 
served by the organization. 

Mrs. D. — Madam President, * I should 
like to ask the director to give us some in- 
formation about electing delegates to con- 
ventions. Should delegates be elected first 
and then alternates? 
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Mrs Huntington will answer this ques- 
tion and others which the members may 
like to ask. 

A. It saves time to elect the delegates 
and alternates on one ticket. A motion 
that has been used with success in one club 
for many years is something like the follow- 
ing: *' I move that the club proceed to elect 
four delegates and four alternates to the 
state federation, and that the four receiving 
the highest number of votes be delegates, 
and the four receiving the next highest 
number of votes be alternates; that in case 
of a tie, the choice be decided by lot, and 
that the president be and is hereby author- 
ized to fill all vacancies." 

Q. If that motion is carried, is a major- 
ity vote necessary to elect? 

A. No, a plurality vote would elect if 
that motion was carried. 

Q. Should delegates be instructed? 

A. That is a question of judgment, and 
depends very largely upon circumstances. 
In my opinion, it is generally unwise to 
place delegates in a position where they are 
not at liberty to exercise their own judg- 
ment after hearing questions discussed, but 
one can not lay down a rule on that subject. 



Q. Is it correct for the recording sec- 
retary to make complimentary remarks 
about the papers read or addresses deliv- 
ered? 

A . The minutes should be a record of 
proceedings, and should express facts, not 
reasons or opinions. 

Q. Have the members of a society a 
right to see the minutes? 

A . The minutes are the property of the 
assembly, and the members have a right to 
examine them, but the convenience of the 
secretary should be considered. 

Q. Can an informal ballot ever be made 
formal? 

A. An informal ballot is only a nomi- 
nating ballot, and should not be declared a 
form^ ballot after the result is known. To 
avoid balloting the second time a motion 
^ may be made before the informal ballot is 
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taken, to the effect that if on the informal 
ballot one person receives a majority of all 
votes cast, he shall be declared elected. 

Q. What is meant by a " casting vote?" 

A, That is the term given to the vote 
cast by the president when the votes of 
the members are equally divided. 

Q. What is cumulative voting? 

A . Cmnulative voting is that system b> 
which each elector can give to one candi- 
date as many votes as there are persons to 
be elected to a given office, or can distribute 
them as he pleases. It is used to some ex- 
tent in Great Britain, and is allowable in 
certain kinds of stock companies in some ot 
the states. It can never be used except by 
special enactment. 

Q, Is a motion ever offered with a blank 
to be filled by suggestions? 

A. I have never heard such a motion 
made, though there is good authority for 
so doing. 

Q. Is it necessary for a society to have 
both constitution and by-laws? 

A. It seems desirable though not ab- 
solutely necessary. The constitution is the 
written instrument embodying the fun- 
damental rules and principles of the organi- 
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zation. The by-laws are additional rules 
subsidiary to the provisions of the constitu- 
tion, and relate rather to matters of detail. 
Articles of agreement, whether called a con- 
stitution, charter, by-laws, or any other 
name, constitute a contract by which the 
members are bound together. 

Q. If before a motion is seconded a 
member secures the floor and offers another 
motion, and if a third member rises and sec- 
onds the first motion, which motion should 
the chairman state? 

A . The one which has been seconded. 

Q, What do the terms malfeasance, mis- 
feasance, and nonfeasance mean? 

A, Malfeasance is the doing of an act 
which a person ought not to do. Misfeas- 
ance is the improper doing of an act which a 
person might lawfully do, and nonfeasance 
is the omission to perform an act which he 
ought to perform. These are terms which 
are not very frequently used in organiza- 
tions. 

Q, Wliat qualifications should a mem- 
ber have to make a good president? 

A. Many qualifications are desirable, 
among them that quality of leadership 
which enlists the interests and activities of 
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other members. Every club should have a 
divining rod, and if possible find among 
its members a composite of Solomon, Aris- 
tides, Lord Chesterfield, and — what name 
is a synonym for tact — perhaps you can 
supply it. 

Q. Has a president a right to vote? 

A. No member of an organization for- 
feits his right to vote by accepting an oflSce. 
The president does not generally vote, ex- 
cept when the vote is by ballot or roll call. 
He hesitates to ally himself with either of 
two parties which are so evenly divided 
that his vote will decide a question. 

Q. What are some of the common mis- 
takes of an inexperienced presiding officer? 

A, One mistake is that of omitting to 
repeat carefully the motion that has been 
offered; another is that of omitting to take 
the negative vote; still another very com- 
mon error is the failure to state the result of 
a vote. 

Q. Is it necessary for the president to 
repeat a motion in the exact words of the 
member by whom it is offered? 

A. Presumably a member has offered 
his motion in the form in which he wishes 
it considered. If the phraseology is changed 
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by the presiding officer tx> such an extent 
that the mover of the motion is not satisfied, 
he should call attention to the fact at once, 
as the motion stated by the chair is the mo- 
tion voted upon, rather than the motion in 
the form in which it was offered. Some- 

• 

times a president changes the form of a 
motion in such a way as to clarify the state- 
ment. This is usually acceptable to the 
mover, but a change comparable to the im- 
promptu lines of an amateur Othello who 
paraphrased ''Farewell! Othello's occupa- 
tion's gone," into ''S'long, Othello's lost his 
job," might reasonably be objected to. 

Pres. — What is your further pleasure? 

Mrs. O — Madam President, * I move 
the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of this 
club that its members should wear no birds 
on their hats this spring. 

Pres. — It is moved and seconded that 
the following resolution be adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of this 
club that its members should wear no birds 
on their hats this spring. 

Miss P. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by striking out "this spring." 



1 
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Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by striking out *4ts members," and 
inserting "women." 

Pres. — The motion can not be enter- 
tained at the present time. 

(Miss P.'s motion is discussed, and put to 
a vote.) 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The ques- 
tion is now upon the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. Are there any 
remarks? 

Mrs. Q. — Madam President, * I move to 
amend by striking out "its members," and 
inserting "women." 

3|C « J. J. * 4t * 

Pres. — The motion prevails, and the 
question is now upon the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. Are there any re- 
marks? 

Mrs. R. — Mrs. President, will you please 
state the motion again? 

Pres. — The secretary will please read the 
resolution. 

Sec. — Mrs. President, shall I read the 
resolution as offered by Mrs. O., and the 
amendments that have been made? 

Presi — No, simply read the resolution as 
it now stands. 
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Sec. — Resolvedy That it is the sentiment 
of this club that women should wear no 
birds on their hats. 

Pres. — All those in favor 

Mrs. S. — Mrs. President, * I move to 
amend by substituting the following: 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of this 
club that no woman should wear any bird 
or feathers of any bird, except those of the 
ostrich, on her hat. 

Mrs. T. — Madam President, * I move to 
.amend by substituting the following: 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of this 
club that women should not make use of 
birds or the feathers of birds for personal 
adornment. 

;|c 4c I J. « « 4e 

Pres. — The motion prevails. The ques- 
tion now recurs upon the motion to substi- 
tute the resolution offered by Mrs. T. for 
the resolution as read by the secretary. Is 
there any further discussion? 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion prevails. The ques- 
tion is now upon the adoption of the reso- 
lution. 
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Mrs. U. — Madam President, * I move 
the previous question. 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 
is now upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mrs. D. — Mrs. President, what resolu- 
tion do you mean? Haven't we just voted on 
the resolution about wearing birds' feathers ? 

Pres. — The vote just taken was upon the 
motion to close debate. The resolution has 
not yet been voted upon. 

Mrs. V. — Mrs. President, * I move to 
lay on the table. 

Pres. — The motion is lost. The question 
is now upon the adoption of the resolution. 

* * * 

Pres. — The motion is carried. 

Mrs. W. — Madam President, * As it is 
nearly time for adjournment, I want to 
make an announcement. The meeting of 
the Parliamentary Practice Club in April 
will be the last one for this club year. Sev- 
eral interesting topics have been assigned 
different members. One member is to give 
a short account of the origin of the English 
Parliament taking us back to the thirteenth 
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century; another will give some points of 
resemblance and some of contrast between 
the English Parliament and the United 
States Congress; another will give a short 
history of a bill from the time of its intro- 
duction in either house of the United States 
Congress until its passage or defeat; an- 
other will tell the difference between a 
simple, a joint, and a concurrent resolution; 
another will tell about the mace used in the 
House of Representatives. These will all 
be brief talks, no papers will be read. 

I have to-day the explicit directions for 
writing minutes prepared by Mrs. Deming, 
whose work as recording secretary for The 
Lotus Club has been so acceptable, and 
whose records elicit the admiration of all 
who see them. The members who wish to 
do so can make a copy. 

Pres. — Please read them, Mrs. Ward. 

Mrs. Ward (reads) : 

1. Begin the minutes of each meeting at 
the top of a page. 

2. Put the place and date of the meeting 
on the first Kne. 

3. Do not omit the date of the meeting 
from the minutes on account of having put 
it above. 
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4. Leave a margin of about one inch at 
the left of the page. 

5. Indent the first line of every para- 
graph about half an inch. 

6. Be sure the margin and the indenta- 
tions are the same from the top to the bot- 
tom of the page. 

7. Make a separate paragraph for the 
statement of each separate motion. 

8. Record the name of the mover of 
every motion. 

9. Make a separate paragraph for the 
statement of each separate vote taken. 

10. Use abbreviations very sparingly, if 
at all. 

1 1 . Use quotation and punctuation marks 
according to common usage. 

(Mrs. Ward thanks Mrs. Huntington in 
behalf of the club.) 

Mrs. Y. — Madam President, * I move to 
adjourn. 

(Before putting the motion, the presiding 
oflBicer also thanks Mrs. Huntington.) 

Pres. — The motion is carried. The meet- 
ing stands adjourned. 
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"A duel's amang them takin' notes." — ^BnsNS. 

The average club member acting in the 
capacity of secretary often finds difl&culty 
in determining what to record and what to 
omit, and also what form to use in entering 
the transactions of the club. 

An error often made is that of attempting 
to record the discussion. This is an im- 
possibility unless a stenographic report is 
taken, and is generally undesirable even if 
it were possible. Another common error is 
that of making such brief mention of letters 
received and reports submitted by officers 
and committees as to render the records in- 
complete, and therefore unsatisfactory for 
reference. 

The minutes of the regular meetings of 
The Lotus Club held January 2, and Jan- 
uary 9, 19 — , of the annual meeting held 
January i6th, of the adjourned annual 
meeting held January 20th, of a regular 

246 
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meeting held January 23rd, and of a special 
meeting held February loth, are herewith 
presented as illustrative of the manner in 
which minutes may be kept. 

Some societies prefer to have the secre- 
tary write in detail a record of everything 
which transpires, while others prefer a very 
brief report. Every secretary should aim 
to execute the wishes of the society of which 
she is an officer. 

The forms here given do not include the 
discussion of any motion, but are believed 
to be sufficiently elaborate for the require- 
ments of the average organization. 

The advantage of having the minutes in 
numerous short paragraphs, properly in- 
dented, will be appreciated by any one who 
has had occasion to search records which 
have no index. 

Lakeville, January 2, 19 — . 

A regular meeting of The Lotus Club 
was held in the club rooms, 76 Monroe 
Street, January 2, 19 — . 

The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Mrs. Loomis, at 3:15 o'clock. 

There were about fifty-five members 
present. 

The minutes of the regular meeting oi 
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December 19, 19 — were read and ap- 
proved. 

The report of the corresponding secre- 
tary was read by Mrs. Parsons, accepted, 
and ordered placed on file. 

The following report of the treasurer was 
read, accepted, and ordered entered in the 
minutes : 

To The Lotus Club: 

Your treasurer respectfully submits the 
following report of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the month of December: 

December i, Balance on hand $75 . 10 

RECEIPTS 

December 9, From Lecture Conmiit- 

tee $27 .00 

December 21, From E. M. F., Dues 2.00 

Total receipts 29 00 

Total $104 . 10 

DISBURSEMENTS 

December 10, Paid L. B. & Co $24.00 

December 18, Paid A. M. Foster. . . 15.50 

Total Disbursements $39 50 

December 31, balance 64 .60 

Total $104 . 10 

Mary Kellogg, Treasurer. 
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Mrs. L. moved that a warrant be drawn 
on the treasurer for fifteen dollars in favor 
of C. D. White. 

The motion was carried. 

Mrs. Bond read a paper on " The Folly of 
Overwork," and Dr. L. G. Walton gave an 
address on "Municipal Responsibility for 
the Public Health.'' 

Discussion followed. 

There being no further business, the 
president declared the meeting adjourned 
at five o'clock. 

Elizabeth Deming, 

Recording Secretary. 



Lakeville, January 9, .19 — . 

A regular meeting of The Lotus Club was 
held in the club rooms, 76 Monroe Street, 
January 9, 19 — . 

The club was called to order by the 
president, Mrs. Loomis, at three o'clock. 

There were about eighty-five members 
present and four guests. 

The minutes of the meeting of January 
2d were read and approved. 
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The report of the corresponding secre- 
tary was read, accepted, and ordered placed 
on file. 

The following report of the treasurer was 
read, accepted, and ordered entered in the 
minutes: 

To The Lotus Club: 

The accounts of the treasurer for the 
fiscal year of 19 — were closed December 
31st, and the book in which the record 
of receipts and disbursements for the year 
had been kept, together with the warrants 
and vouchers, the bank book and cancelled 
checks, also the annual report of the treas- 
urer, were placed in the hands of the au- 
ditor yesterday. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kellogg, Treasurer. 

The Board of Directors reported having 
elected two associate members to the club, 
'E. M. F., 490 Walpole Avenue, and H. L. J. 
693 Fitch Street, and recommended the ap- 
pointment of tellers to serve at the annual 
meeting. 

The report of the House Committee, rec- 
ommending that Madison Hall be secured 
for the annual meeting, was read. 
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Mrs. Taylor moved the adoption of the 
report. 

Motion carried. 

Mrs.. B. moved that the president bt 
authorized to appoint five tellers to serve 
at the annual meeting next week. 

Carried. 

Mrs. D. moved that the House Commit- 
tee be instructed to procure a portable 
blackboard for use at the annual meeting. 

Carried. 

Mrs. G. moved to amend Article I of the 
by-laws by striking out section 3 which 
reads, "Dues for the current fiscal year 
must accompany all applications for mem- 
bership." 

The motion was lost by a vote of 45 
to 26. 

Mrs. I. moved to adjourn. . 

The motion was lost. 

Mrs. K. moved that a committee of three 
be appointed by the chair whose duty it 
should be to recommend standing rules for 
the use of this club. 

Motion was carried. 

The chair s^pointed Mrs. Young; Mrs. 
Fowler, and Mrs. Gleason as suci com- 
mittee. 
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Upon request of Mrs. L. the proposed 
amendments to the constitution were read 
by the secretary. 

On motion of Mrs. M. the dub adjourned 
at five o'clock. 

Elizabeth Deming, 
Recording Secretary. 



Lakeville, January i6, 19 — . 

The annual meeting of The Lotus Club 
was held in Madison Hall January 16, 19 — . 

The club was called to order by the pres- 
ident, Mrs. Loomis, at three o'clock. 

There were one hundred and twenty 
members present. 

The minutes of the meeting of January 
9th were read and approved. 

The annual report of the recording sec- 
retary was read by Mrs. Deming, accepted, 
and ordered placed on file. 

The annual report of the corresponding 
secretary was read by Mrs. Parsons, ac- 
cepted, and ordered placed on file. 

The treasurer, Mrs. Kellogg, read the 
following annual report: 
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To The Lotus Club: 

Your treasurer respectfully presents the 
following report of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the fiscal year, January i, 19 — , 
to December 31, 19 — : 

January i, 19 — , balance on hand $43 . 19 

RECEIPTS 

From dues $160 .00 

From proceeds of lecture course. 51 .67 

Total receipts 211 .67 

Total $254.86 

DISBURSEMENTS 

For rent $130 .00 

For printing 35-14 

For federation dues 19 .00 

For postage 6.12 

Total disbursements 190 . 26 

December 31, 19 — , balance 64 .60 

Total $254.86 

Mary Kellogg, Treasurer. 

The following report of the auditor was 
read by Mrs. Welles: 

To The Lotus Club: 

This is to certify that 1 have examined 
the cash account of the treasurer, Mrs. Ed- 
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ward Kellogg, for the fiscal year of 19 — and 
find the same to be correct. The total re- 
ceipts for the year are shown to be two hun- 
dred fifty-four and ®%oo dollars, and the 
disbursements one hundred ninety and 
^^100 dollars, leaving a balance on hand 
the 31st day of December of sixty- 
four and ®%oo dollars. I find vouchers 
for all disbursements except for four items 
for postage amounting to six and ^%oo 
dollars for which there are no receipts. 

The balance of sixty-four and ^%oo dol- 
lars was in the First National Bank of Lake- 
ville on December 31st. 

Elizabeth Welles, Auditor. 

The annual reports of the treasurer and 
the auditor were accepted, and ordered en- 
tered in the minutes. 

The annual report of the custodian, Mrs. 
Walton, was read by the secretary, ac- 
cepted, and ordered placed on file. 

The first vice-president took the chair, 
and the president delivered her annual ad' 
dress. • 

The president resumed the chair. 

Mrs. O. moved to amend Article V, sec- 
tion I, of the constitution, by striking out 
"January" and inserting "April." 
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Mrs. Q. moved to amend by substituting 
''February" for "April." 

Mrs. S. moved to amend by substituting 
"October" for "February." 

Mrs. U. raised the point of order that 
MtB. S.'s motion was the third motion to 
amend, and therefore out of order. 

The chair decided the point not well taken. 

Mrs. U. appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

The chair was sustained. 

The motion to substitute "October" for 
"February" was lost. 

The motion to substitute "February" 
for "April" was carried by a vote of 47 

The motion to amend the constitution 
by striking out "January" and inserting 
"February" in Article V, section i, was 
carried by a vote of 77 to 33. 

Mrs. O. moved to amend Article V, sec- 
tion 2, of the constitution, by striking out 
"first week of May," and inserting "last 
week of April." 

Motion was carried. 

Mrs. X. moved to amend Article IV, sec- 
tion I, of the constitution, by striking out 
"an auditor." 
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The motion was carried by a unanimous 
vote. 

Mrs. X. moved to amend Article IE of 
the by-laws by striking out section 7. 

The motion was carried. 

Mrs.B . moved to amend Article IV, section 
3,oftheby-laws,bystrikingout*'d. Auditor." 

Carried. 

The president announced the appoint- 
ment of the following members to serve as 
tellers: Mrs. Joyce, Mrs. Brainerd, Mrs. 
Wheeler, Mrs. Gilbert, and Mrs. Barnard. 

Mrs. C. moved that all olSicers be voted 
for on one ticket. 

Carried. 

Mrs. E. nominated Mrs. Kenelm Wins- 
low for president. 

Mrs. F. nominated Mrs. W^illiam Hodges 
for first vice-president. 

Mrs. G. nominated Mrs. John Rayner. 

Mrs. H. moved that nominations for first 
vice-president be closed. 

The chair declined to entertain the motion, 

(To avoid a repetition of the preceding 
forms, the record of nominations for other 
officers is omitted.) 

The chair declared the ballot closed. 

Mrs. I. moved that the tellers be al* 
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lowed to withdraw to another room to 
count the ballots. 

Carried. 

Two members entered. 

Mrs. K. moved that the two members be 
allowed to cast their ballots for officers, 
and it was so ordered. 

Mrs. L. moved that when we adjourn 
we adjourn to meet next Saturday at four 
o'clock, at 76 Monroe Street. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mrs. Z. moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion, that when we adjourn 
we adjourn to meet next Saturday at four 
o'clock, at 76. Monroe Street, was carried. 

The motion to reconsider was carried. 

Mrs. B. 'moved to amend the motion by 
substituting ''next Monday" for "next 
Saturday." 

Carried. 

The motion, that when we adjourn we 
adjourn to meet next Monday at four 
o'clock, at 76 Monroe Street, was carried. 

Mrs. D. moved that the consideration of 
standing rules to be presented by the com- 
mittee be made a special order for 4:30 
o'clock next Monday. 

The motion was carried. 
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Mrs. F. moved to adjotim. 
The motioa was carried, arid the meeting 
adjourned at 5 130 o'clock. 

Elizabeth Deming, 
Recording Secretary. 



Lakeville, January 20, 19 — . 

An adjourned annual meeting of The 
Lotus Club was held at the club rooms Jan- 
uary 20, 19 — . 

The president, Mrs. Loomis, called the 
meeting to order at four o'clock. 

There were about seventy members pres- 
ent. 

Mrs Joyce, Chairman of the Tellers, read 
the following report: 

To The Lotus Club: 

(The full report of all votes cast for each 
officer is entered here as a part of the min- 
tttes.) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susanna Joyce, 
Patience Brainerd, 
Mary Wheeler, 
Sarah Gilbert, 
Thankful Barnard- 
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The chair declared the following officers 
elected: 

President, Mrs. Kenelm Winslow; 
First Vice-President, Mrs. William 

Hodges; 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Anna Cur- 
tis; 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs* Henry 

Andrews ; 
Treasurer, Mrs. John Gallup; 
Custodian, Mrs. George Burroughs. 
No one having received a majority of all 
vot^s cast for second vice-president, a bal- 
lot was taken for that officer, which resulted 
in the election of Mrs. William Potter. 

Mrs. Young, Chairman of the Committee 
appointed to draft rules, t>resented the fol- 
lowing report: 
To The Lotus Club: 

(The full report of the committee is en- 
tered here as a part of the minutes.) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lucy Young, 
Helen Fowler, 
Fanny Gleason. 
Mrs. Yoiing moved that the report of the 
committee be accepted, and the rules Rec- 
ommended be adopted. 
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Mrs. M. moved to amend Rule 3, by suth 
stituting the following: 

A motion to reconsider a vote shall be in 
order only at the meeting at which the 
vote was taken, except when notice of in- 
tention to move to reconsider is filed with 
the secretary within forty-eight hours 
after adjournment, in which case it may 
be reconsidered at the first subsequent 
regular meeting, or an intervening special 
meeting. 

Carried. 

Mrs. N. moved that Rule 6 be made Rule 
7, and Rule 7 be made Rule 6. 

The motion was carried. 

The rules as amended were adopted. 

Mrs. O. moved to amend Article I, sec- 
tion 2 of the by-laws by substituting 
"April" for "March." 

The motion was carried. 

Mrs. S. moved to amend By-law VIII 
by striking out "The fiscal year shall be the 
calender year," and inserting "The fiscal 
year shall be from the first day of Feb- 
ruary of each year to the thirty-first day of 
January of the following year inclusive." 

The motion was carried. 

Mrs. O. moved that all ballots used m 
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the election of officers be destroyed by the 
secretary. 
Motion was carried. 
Mrs. Q. moved to adjourn. 
The motion was carried, and the meeting 
adjourned at 5 130 o'clock. 

Elizabeth Deming, 
Recording Secretary.^ 



Lakeville, January 23, 19 — . 

A regular meeting of The Lotus Club 
was held in the club rooms, 76 Monroe 
Street, January 23, 19 — . 

The meeting was called to order at three 
o'clock by the president, Mrs. Winslow. 

The minutes of the annual meeting of 
January i6th were read and approved. 

The minutes of the adjourned annual 
meeting of January 20th were read. 

Mrs. B, moved that the minutes be 
amended so as to read that on the ballot 
for treasurer Mrs. D.- received three votes 
and Mrs. C. two. 

Motion was lost. 

Mrs. I. stated that the motion to adjourn 
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was made by Mrs. H., and not by Mrs. L., 

and the change was made. 

The minutes as corrected were approved. 

The president presented the following 
communication : 

(The full communication as rdad by the 
president is a part of the minutes.) 

Ellen Winslow, President. 

The report of the corresponding secretary 
was read and ordered placed on Sie. 

A letter from the Educational Commit- 
tee of the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs, presented by the corresponding sec- 
retary, was I'ead, and referred to the Pro- 
gram Committee. 

At 3 :3o o'clock Mrs. M. called for the or- 
der of the day. - 

Mrs. O. read a paper on the subject of 
"Individuality in Dress,*' and Mrs. F. read 
a paper on the subject, "Is Gossip Benefi- 
cial to Society?" 

Mrs. G. moved that the club revert to the 
otdet of Miscellaneous Business* 

The motioh was carried. 

Mrs. G. moved that the standing ruleg 
of the club be amended by striking out 
Rule lo. 

Mrs. H. moved to adjourn. 
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The motion was carried, and the mect- 
mg adjourned at seven minutes after five 
o'clock. 

Anna Curtis, Recording Secretary. 



LakeviUe, February lo, 19 — • 

A special meeting of The Lotus Club was 
held at the club rooms, 76 Monroe Street, 
Lakeville, February 10, 19 — . 

The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Mrs. Winslow, at 3 40 o'clock. 

There were eighty members present. 

The secretary read the following call foi 
the meeting : 

(The call as printed in Chapter IX is en- 
tered in full in the minutes.) 

The secretary stated that notices stating 
the purpose of the meeting had been sent by 
mail to every member of The Lotus Club. 

The following communication from the 
Common Council was read by the secretary : 

(The communication {rom the Common 
Council as printed in Chapter IX is entered 
in full in the minutes.) 

After some informal discussion as to the 
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kind of a celebration it would be possible to 
arrange for, and the probable expense. 
Mrs. N. moved that the secretary be in- 
structed to send a communication to the 
Common Council stating that The Lotus 
Club would take entire charge of the celebra- 
tion of the Fourth of July this year, on the 
condition that the Common Council pro- 
hibit the sale and use of fireworks. 

Among those who spoke in favor of the 
motion were Mrs. A., Mrs. L., and Mrs. J. 

Among those who spoke against the mo- 
tion were Mrs. C. and Mrs. W 

The motion was carried. 

Mrs. W. announced that Mrs. Wiley 
Huntington would probably be present at 
the meeting of the Parliamentary Practice 
Club on Saturday, March ist, and would 
conduct the parliamentary drill. 

Mrs. R. moved to adjourn. 

The motion was carried. The meeting 
adjourned at 4:40 o'clock. 

Anna Curtis, Recording Secretary. 
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Convention, preparation of program for, a6. 
Conventions, annual- or biennial, X67. 
Credentials, X67. 

blank form for, x68. ^ 

conmiittee, how appointed. X67. • 

committee, report of, X69. 
Custodian, duties of as prescribed in by-laws* z6. 

Debate, dose, motion to, 67, 97. 

essentials of good, X34. 

extend, motion to, 97. 

full, allowed on what motions, X30. 

limit, motion to, 67, 07. 

limited, allowed on what motions, 1^0. 

member whose motion is under consideration must be given 
preference in, xar. 

member entitled to aose* X38. 

motion relative to, 69. 

motion to close, 67, 97. 

motion to extend, 97. 

motion to limit, 67, 97. 

object of, xa3. 
- objectionable words used in, 139. 

personalities in, X35. 

rules for recognizing members in, X37. 

when in order, 136. 
Declaring result of vote, X34; also Chap. DC. 
Declinatory motions, 66, 69. 
Delegates and credentials, 167. 

rule for electing, 305, 334. 
Dia^am of motions for ready reference, vi and vii. 

of vote taken by roll call, X36. 
explanation, X37. 
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DtUtorr motioot. 66. 6a. 
DIccuMlon (s«0 Debate). 
DIvtolon e( tlie iMMne, 13$. 104- 
U the queitjoii. 67, 93. zi8, zaa 

EUetinf memben, 138. 

oflken, Z40. 309. 
Ent«r In the minutes, motion to. 100. tto. 
EtiqtMtU pftrliamentuy. in debate. 125. 
Exc«|»tlone to general rules, 1x6. 
Excused from voting, requests to be. X37« 
^Moutlv* session, motion to go into. icfl. 
Expulsion of members, 40* 
Expunjr •* motion to, xoz. 
ExUndvr Hmft ddmte. mbtion to. 67. 

Fllinf reports, 36. 

Fllllnjr blanks. 66. 90, x6o. 

Flscnryear as prescribed in by-laws, 19. 

Fix the time oiadjoummeHt, motion to, 108. ^ 

the time or place to which to adjourn, motion t6» oS* 1^ 7li 
83, 84. 
Form for addressing the presiding officer, 27* 

alluding to members, 40. . ^ . 

announcing miscelkneous busmess. 183, 189. 

announcing result of vote taken by silent assent. 179. 

announcing subjects for talks at subsequent meetmgs, 243. 

appeal from decision of chair, 96, T91. 

appointing tellers, X9S. . , », 

appointment of committee by chair, 186. six. 

approving minutes, X79. 

cau for special meeting, a 15* 

cafliitg assembly to order, 170. 

calling for division of the house, 184, 19a. 

calling for order of the day. 213. 

committee to request more time, 51. 

conducting a mass meeting, 172. 

considering a series of paragraphs, 206. 

constitution and by-laws. 222, 223. 2x4. 

credentials to convention. x68. 

deciding a question of order. 191. 227. 

declaring the result of a vote, soi. 

declining to entertain motion. T96, 241. 

electing members by ballot. 138. 

following order oC business, Cba|>. IX. 

giving a notke. 216. 

making nominatioiis, 196. 218. 

minutes of proceedings. Clu4x. X. 

Ikrefercntial bvBot. 153. 

prcwntatioD of report of commwdcatioii tor 
accicUiy. 213. 215. 
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by "The ujiuJ si^", 133. 
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KJwrt <g bnUntiag for oScen. 101, >ig. 
npoit ol boud ol dincMis, 181. 
rqwrt of cormpondin^ secreCu]', ITO- 

report dI tp 
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Informal oonsidentioii, xoa. 

compared to committee of the whole, zoa. 

order of procedure daring, 103. 
Inaortinc to amend by, 74. 
Introduction of buaineaa, 64. 

hmj on the table, motion to. 33, 66, 70, 81, 85, 105. xzg, xao, 2^ 

effect when api^ied to motion to amend minutes, 83. 

effect when applied to an appeal, 8x. 

effect when applied to a question of privflege, 83. 

usualhr takes eveiything from consicieration, 8x. 
Limit debate, motion to. 67, 97, i30. X33. 
Literary program led by person othe|^ than president, 34. 

Main motion, 65, 68. 
Majority and plurality compared, x63. 
Make a special order, motion to, 66, 88. xaa, Xja 
Malfeaaance, defined, 338. 
Mass meetings. 173. 
Meetings adjourned, 165. 
annual, 165, 167. 187. 
daily sessions of, x66. 
order of exercises, 35. 

order <A exercises as prescribed In by-laws, x8. 
called by president, 31. 
conventions, annual or biennial, 167. 
appointment of tellers. 171. 
delegates and credentials, 167. 
electing officers, 17 1. 
elegibiUty of a delegate, 170. 
motion to adjourn, 171. 
nominations for officers, X73. 
printed program, 170. 
recess may be taken, 173. 
duties of presiding officer. 38. 
notices for. 37. 
mass, 173. 
regular, order of exercises as prescribed in by-laws, 17. 

what business may be transacted. X64. 
special, order of exercises, 165. 

what business may be transacted. 164. 
of state and national organizations, x66. 
of committees, ^q. 
procedure m, 50. 
Member does not vote on questions concerning himself, 40^ 

may be asked to withdraw for cause. 4a 
Members ask to be excused from attendance, 4X. 
calling names of. 40. X35. 
charges against, 40. 
duties and responsibilities of, 39, X37. 
duty of. as to voting, X3X. 
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electing, 138. 
equal m iuik» 135. 
eipiiklDIl of, 40. 

mvU iddKB lerauki to nnddltic officer. iiS. 
namo of. not mentioned in ddiaU. 40. 
jn» DomiiHilB] mar be dected. 143. 145. 
■it wben ixdnt of older ia twbI- »<. 
Mambwtblis piovtiiau aHKcmii 

MlMritr repoiti. S8. ' _ 

MinutH. 34. If. ir*. »6. '**. Cbap. X. 

4(vrove, motion to. loi, m. 

howreconltd. m- 

ncordlDg communicithnu in the. 36. 



cnuiiini vordi ol, J 
diSent iteiB of, 11 



in pnMMiinn ti tmaiMr *liai. 113. 

nuji Dot be rntde or diacuitd by pmidini olDc 

plmieolocr of, chuged by pntidcat, 30, 139. 

MCMdlng e. III. 

MatinsudjiuUlDg tb^ defined. 114. 

wben bi aider. 31. 
Mathnw, acnpt and plue on file, 33. 
■ — ■ — 'er in the in-— ' 



■ccepl lengnitian [nun office, 1 
accept witbdnwal. 11. 
adjourn, 14. 65. 70, Bi. loj. 11: 
adjourn Eo a ipecibed time, log 

ad^ report, s6, 1' 
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or refer, S7. 66, 70, 71. 76, 85, iwl 
cww iiV r a question out of its proper onle^ xz% \V»t X2X* 
dhrkie a qnestaon, 67, gj. 118, laoi 
enter in the ^liantrs. xoo. 1x9. 
expanse from the records, xox. 
extend, limit, or dose debate, 67. n» i W us* 
fiUii^ blanks. 66, 90. xx8. xxg. 
fix tune oC aiJimirniBrittf. xoS. 

fix time or place to which to adjourn, 6$* 70. 71. 82, 84* xxZa l^^ 
give leave to speak after disorderly speakjng, xiQ» Xi^ 
give leave to s^cak o«t of older, ug. X2o. 
go into CtMnmittee of the Whole. 63. 
^ into executive session. xo8. 1x9, 130. 
informal ccmsideration, X02. 
lay on the table, 66. 70. 8x. 85, 105. xxg, X28, %3fk 
limit debate, 67. 97, xao, laa. 
make a spcoal order, 66, 8& xu. 130* 
manner of voting. 98, XX8. 
nominations, X02. 1x7. xy8. 1x9. 

obiection to consideratioQ, 66^ Sq, xx8, 119, 19% *A<» '4^ 
order of the day, 6s, 86.* 118. xxg, xaa 
place on file, aa, xoo. xxg. 

postpone definitely (to a time certain). 57. 66, 70, n« 3& X3P> 
postpone indefinitely, 66. 85. 90. X19, ^o. 
previous question, 70, 78, 85* xxg. 120, xai. 
question of privilege, 65. 8z. U^ Il9» Uflu 110. l96. 
questioo or point of order, 67. Q5. ix%. xx8. Xl9» xaOi 130, xgx. 
ratify. 108. 

reading of papers, 66, 93. xx8, xaa 
receive, ss. 99, xxg, x^i. 
recommit, 88. 

reconsider. X04, xx8, xxg. lax, 130^ 203. 
refer, X30. 
rescind, 107. 

rise, 65, 88, 1x7, xxg, lao. 
special committee, 46. 
^rike out and insert, g4. 
suspend a rule, 66, gx, xxg, lax. 
take from the table, 103. xxgu tax. 
take a recess, 65, 88. 1x7, xao. 
Motions, list of, most frequent^ used, 67, 
amendatory, 66. 6g. 
complcmcntal, 66, 6g, 
debatable, 71. 
declinatory, 66, 6g. 
dilatory, 66, 6g. 
incidental, 66, 6g, gi. 
main, 65, 68. 
not amendable, 1x8. 
not debatable, 7X, 85, xx^, lag. 
on which question of consideration cMA^t^t Qftised, 1x7, 
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ordipvy maut 65, 6&. 
privileged maih, 65, ($8, 85. 
relative to voting or debate,^ <3l7. 6$^ 
subsidiary, 66, 68. 
which can not be reconsidered, X2Z. 
which may be made without a quorum. XI7> 
which may be made without; securing t]^ floor* xi8* 
which nera no second, ziS. 
which require a majority vote, 72. 
which require a two-thirds vote, ^^, lax. 
Motions. rmssififAtion oi,^ 6^-43.. 

considered imder imfin^ed busio£a3* 24. 

cut off by adjotunment, 24. 

exceptions to general rules, 116. 

formalities in making, zii. 

permissible in Committee of tHe Whok. 63. 

precedence of, 67, 69. 

reduced to writing, 109, 115. 

should be affirmative, no. 

stated by presiding officer, 29, ^ 

Nominations, 102, 142^ 152^ 
Nonfeasance, defined, 238. 
Not, inserting, as amendment, iiz. 

Objectionable words, 129. 

Objection to consideration of the question. 6^ 8^ is3^ ug. I9Q 
121, 122. 

effect of affirmative vote on, 8{v 

effect of negative vote on, 9a' 

time foic ijpikinf . 8^ ,., 

Office, resignation from, 22, 23. .^1 

Officers assume duties wltto, I7a* 

duties of, as prescribed in model QcaisUtu|ioD,' i^ 

election of, 140, 202. ' ? 

form of reporting, 144, 140, 2A% vu^ 

nominations, 102, 142, 152, 190, 218. 

of temporary organization, 174. 

reports of, 22, 25. 
Offices may be created, 38. 
Order of business Cm« Ozdfir qI^ ey e ic iw s ). , . 

Order of exercises, 25. 

annual meeting, 24. 

annual meeting as prescribed in by-lnwa^ i4 

object of, 20. 

regular meeting as presqabtd in. Ijy-^aws, (7> 

special meeting, 165. 
Order of the day, 6^, 86. 

general and special, 86. 

member may call for, 86. 
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Onl«r, question or point ol, 67, 95, Z12, xz8, 119, ito, 130^ zgi. 

fonn for raising, 95. 

presiding <xfficer may decide. 96. 

presiding oflker may submit to vote, 96. 
Ord«r must be preserved, 94. 
Ordinary main motions, 65, 68. 
Orsanixatlona relation to auxiliacy i^yytjififf, 8. 
Orcanlxing a society, 173. 

Parllamantar^ etiquette, 125. 

law. authonty for. as prescribed in by-laws, 19. 

compazed to civil law, a. 

principles of. 3. 

the roult of eq)erience, 3. 
ruies, necessity of, z. 
tactics, 43. 

Place on file, motion to, zoa 
Plurality defined, 163. 

and majority compared, z63. 
Point of order {see Question of order). 
Postpona definitely, motion to, 66, 70, 77. 

raect of affirmative vote, 78. 

form. 78. 

precedence of motion tOj 70. 
Poatpona indefinitely, motxm to, 66, 9a 

compared with objection to consideration, 89, 90. 
Praambla form of, no. 

voting on, 158. 
Pracadanea of motions, 67, 69. 
Pralarantlal ballot, 153. 
Praaidant allow vice-i>re8ident to preside, 30^ 33, 180* 

a member of committees, 33, 47. 

appoints all standing committees, 31. 

calls special meetings, 31. 

calls vice-president to chair, 30. 

communications from the, 3Z, 35. 

duties of, 38. 

how addressed, 37. 

may not make or discuss a motion, 31. 

(^qualifications of, 39. 

signs with secretary dl formal commnnicatiops, 3X« 

the ideal. 39. 
Prasldlnc officer, announces result of vote^ 1x3. 

custom as to standing, 39. 

duties of, 38. 

establishes and maintains order, 94. 

form, of address for, 38. 

how addressed, 37. 

instructing the assembly, 30. 

leaving the chaur, 30, 33, 180. 
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lecognizing members, 19, 1x3, 117. 

rights forfeited by, 30. 
Previous question, ;ro, 328. 

effect of affirmative vote, 79. .. c < 

form for, 79. 

meaning of, 78. ' ^ 

when' in order, 80. ' . " 

Privilege questions of {see Questions of privilege)^ 
Privileged motions, 65, 68, 85. - 

Program, literary, conducted by one other than president, 24 

should be adopted, 170. 
Putting a motion, 114, 115. 

Question and motion explained, X09. 

Question of order, 67, 9c, 112, xr8, 119, 1^0, 130^ 191. 

forms for raising and deciding, 95. . 

must be raised when, 95. 
Questions of consideration, 1x7. 
Questions of privilege, 65, 87, xx8, 1x9, 120, X39, j(36. 

and of order, compared, 87. * 

explanation, 87. 

form of rising to, x86. 
Quorum at conmiittee meetings, 49. 

defined, x6x. 

for Committee of the Whole, 63. 

how determined, 2x. 

prescribed in constitution, X2. 

when necessary, xx7. 

Ranlc of various motions, 67, 69. 

Ratify, motion to, 108. 

Reading of papers, 66, 93,xx8^ X20. 

illustration of, X79. 
Receive, motion to, 5^, 99, XX9, X2X. 
Recess, motion to take, 65, 88, xx7, 12a 
Recognition of a member (giving the floor) xx2. 

rules for, in debate, xx2. 
Recommit motion to, 59, 88. 
Reconsider, motion to, X04, 1x8, XX9, rsx, X50, 305. 

by whom made, X04. 

effect of affirmative vote, X04. 

form for, xo6, X07. 

limit of time withm which to make, xo$. 

may be made but once, xo6. 

to what applicable, X04. 

when in order, xo^. 

when full debate allowed, X05. 

when not debatable, X07. 
Records or minutes, 34. 
Records, three ways of keeping, 36* 
Recount of ballots, xs6. 
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RafM*. to (see Commit). 
Rafular meetings, 164. 
R«n«wal of a motion, ga 
Reports of committees, aj. 

of officers, a 3, 35. 

motions upon, gg, zoa 
Roeeind, motion to, 107. 
Resignation from office* 99, 33. 
Roeolutions, fonn of, no, 340. 

voting upon, 153, 941 

voting upon, and preamble, 158. 
Rights of individual members in a loqdl sodelyi $> 
Ris«, motion to, 65, 88, 117, 119, zso.' 
Roll call for attendance, 3Z, 37. 

for voting. 145. 
Roll, marking tbe. 735. 137. 
Rulot defining what is germane, 73. 

motion to suspend a. 66. 
Rulos, authority for special* 4. 

freedom of unincorporated sodetiet in adt^ttijl^i f^ 

must conform to statutoiy requirements, 4. 

of courtesy and Kood breeding always in fo^cei 4i|« 

parliamentary, the result qi aspcfknGe, a. 

special, necessary to control debate, i3f . 

standing, form for, 303. 

why accepted. 3. 

Socondary motions, 83. 
Seconding a motion, form for, 1x3. 

must secure the floor for, ix^ 
Socratary, corresponding, duties of, 43. 

duties of, as prescribed ia by4Aws, 14. 

federation, 38. 

financial, 38. 

motion that, cast ballot, 14a 

of committee, 59. 

pro tempore, 34. 

recording, duties of, 33. 

dutNd qk as y u p co Wd in by4awiv >^ 
duties of. as prescribed in Rules, 30^ 
Sacurlnff the floor, ixi, 1x3. 
Saaaions, general and special, 176. 
Sllant assent, voting by, i^ 
Sociatiaa, auxiliazy, in relation to maU> bodyt !• 

rights of individual members in, 8. 
Spacial meetings, 164, 176, 3x4. 
Special order, 31. 

motion to make, 66, 68. 
Spread upon the records (see Enter in the miqarftt^ 
Standing rules, form for, 303. 
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State law for incorporation, 5. 
Stating A motion* 113, 1x4. 
Strike out and insert, 04* 
Striking out, to amena by, 74. 
Subsidiary motions, 66, 68. 
Snbstitutinfr to amend by, 74. 
Suspend a nne, motion to, 66, 91. 
Sustaining the chair, 163, igx. 

Tabla, motion to lay on, 23, 66, 70, 81, 85, 105, 2x9, xaa 

affirmative vote carries what, 81. 
Take a recess, motion to, 65, 88, 117, no. 
Taka from the table, motion to, 103, ix;), m. 

purpose of, 103. 

effect of affirmative vote, 103. 
Tallars, 135, 143. i7i. 

by whom appointed, 171. 

dividing won of, 171. 

rule authorizing appointment of, 905. 
Temporary organizatKAi, 174. 
Tie vote, 151, 163. 
Treasurer, duties of, 38. 

duties of. as prescnbed in by-laws, 25. 

report of, 33, 25. 
Two-Thirds vote, 163. 

Unfinislied business, 24, 78. 

Unincorporated soctdiea fxeeddm in adoption of Ades. s 

Vacancies, filling, asprescrfbM in condtStutiott, la. 
Vice-president, duties of, 32. 

presides by courtesy ^f president, 32. 

takes chair when president makes addie^ 30, 33. 
Visitors withdraw during executive session, xd8. 
Viva-voce, vote, 132. 
Voluntary assemblies, 4. 
Vote, "casting", 237. 

changing a, 138. 

counted by secretary, 3^. 

counting when, by division, 135. 

declaring result ot, 134. 

explaining a, 137. 

majority, ddSned, x6i. 

and plurality compared, 162. 

of censure, 120. 

of society on disbursing monqr, jg. 

on motions, 29. 

plurality defined, i6a. 

presidents, 30, 156, 239. 

procedure when, is in doubt, 134. 

tacit, is on prevailing side, 131. 
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tict defined* 163. 
tie, procedure ta ceee of, 151. 
twokhirda, defined. 163. 
Vo%iM9 a duty and a privilege, 4X. 
a quorum neoeaaaiy, i6x. 
by proxy, 157. 
l^ ^' usual sign", 133. 
counting of EaDota, X43-z<a 
cumulative, 237. 
defined, 131. 
divisicm, 13a, Z35* 

roUcaU, 133, 135. 

•how of handa, 132, 135. 

silent assent, 133. 

standing, 13a, 135. 

voices, 133, X33. 
duties of members as to, 41. 131. 
for election d members, Z3S-140. 
for ekcticm of officers, X4a 
manner of, motion to provide for, 98. 
may be several polling places, 143. 
methods of, 91, 133. 

balloting. 133. 
member may ask to be excused from, 137. 
on motion to adjourn, 34. 
<m series of paragraphs, 157. 
on several persons for same position, 151. 
00 two or more applications at one time, 1$^ 
preferential system, z^3. 
procedure in case of tie vote, 151. 
sample tally sheet for, 143. 
sincle transferable vote method, 155. 
to nU blanks, z6o. 
Voting or debate, motion relative to, 69. 

Wwrrants» 15, 31. 

l¥ithdrawal of a motion, to allow, 66» gl, 

l¥orcls» objec^onable, 139. 

Writing motions, 1x5. 
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